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PF SED the Cl urch of God. And an efpe- 
cial part it is of that peculiar poſſeiſzon of 
truth. which they erJoy, whoſe Reiigion to- 
wards God is built upon, and reſolved into 
Divine Revelation, As the world by its Wil- 
dom zever knew God ariebt, ſo the Wiſe Me 
of it were alwayes utterly ignorant of this in- 
bred evil in themſelves and others. With ys 
the Doctrine and Convid ion of it, lye in the 
very foundation of all wherein we have to 
do with God, in reference unto car pleaſing 
of him here, or obtaining the enioyment of 
Din bereafter. tt is alſo known what influ- 
ence it hath into the great truths concerning 
the Perſon of Chriſt, his mediation, the ſFuits 
and effets of it , with all the benefits that 
we are made partakers of thereby. Without 
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The Praface. 
A ſuppoſe tion of it, not any of them can be truly 
known, or ſevinely believed, For this caue 
hath it been largely treated of by many holy 
azd J.carned Men, both of old and os latter 
dayes. Some have labpured in the diſcovery 
of 1ts nature; , Joo of its guilt and demerit ; 
by whom aljo the truth concerning it bath 
"We vindical from the oppoſition made un- 
fo it, 7 the paſt and preſent Ages. By 10ſt 
theſe things have been conſidered in their full 
extent and latitude , with reſpe unto all 
men by nature, with the eſtate and condi- 
tion of them who are wholly under the power 
and guilt of it. How thereby men are d1ſ- 
enabled and incapacitated in themſelves to 
anſwer the obedience required either in the 
Law, or the Goſpel, jo as to free themſelves 
from the Curie of the one, or to make them- 
ſelves partakers of the bleffing of the other, 
Path been ty many alſo fully evinced. More- 
over, that there are Remainders of it abiding 
in Believers after their Regeneration and 
Converſion to God, as the Scripture abundant - 
ly teſtifies, ſo it hath been fully tanght and 
confirmed; as alſo how the guilt of it is par- 
doned unto them, and by what means the pow- 
Er of it is weakened in them. All theſe things IT 
fay have been largely treated on, to the great 
benefit and edification of the Church. 1n what 
we 
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The Preface. 
we have now in deſier. we therefore take them 
all for granted, 4 cadeavonr only farther 
to carry on the diſcovery of it in its adings 
and oppoſitions to the Jaw ard Grace of 
God in believers, NeYther do 1 intend the aſe 
calſins of any thing that hath been contro- 
vertices. about it. What the Scriptare plainly 
revenleth and teacheth concerning it, what Be- 
{iecrs evidently find Ly experience in them- 


fclozs, what they may learn from the Examples 


and acknowledeements of others, ſhall be 
repreſented in a way ſuited unto the capacity 
of the meatieſt and weakeſt who is concerned 
therein, And many things ſeem to render the 
handling of it at this ſeaſon, not unneceſſary. 
The Efets and jrimts of it, which we ſee in 
the Apoſtacies ard backſſidings of many, the 


ſeandalous ſins and miſcarriiges of ſome, and 


the courſe and lives of tie 5; oft. ſec to call for 


yy 


adne conſideration of it. 7:{ides of how great 


concernment a full 114 ear acquaintance 
with the power of this |ndwolling-Sin ( the 
matter deſigned to be opencd ) is unto Belie- 
vers, to ſtir them up to watchfulneſs and di- 
ligence, to faith and prayer, to call them to 
repentance, humility, :::4 ſelf-abaſement, will 
appear iz our progres. Theſe in general were 
the ends aimed at in the enſuing Diſcourſe, 
which being at firſ# compoſed and delivered 

AZ for 


T he Preface. 

for the uſe and benefit of a few, is now by 
the Providence of God made publick. And if 
the Reader receive any advantage, by theſe 
weak endeavours, let him know that it is 


his duty, as io give Glory unto God, ſo to 


help them by his prayers, who in many temp- 
tations and Affiitions are willing 10 labour 
in the Vineyard of the Lord, unto which work 
they. are called. 
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CHAP. 1. 


Indwelling-Sin in Believers, treated of by the 
Apoſtle, Rom. 7. 21. The Place explained. 
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2 I is of Indivelling-Sin, and that in 
2 the remainders of it in Perſons 
atter their Converſion to God, 
with its power, cfhicacy and ct= 
tects, that we intend to treat. 
This alſo is the great delign of 
the Apoſtle, to manifelt and 
evince in Chap.7.of the Epiſtle to the Rynans. Many 
indeed are the contelts about the principal ſcope 
of the Apoſtle in that Chapter, and in what ſtate 
the Perſon is, under the Law, or under Grace, 
whoſe condition he expreſſeth therein, I ſhall 
not at preſent enter into that diſpute , but take 
that for granted, which may be undeniably proved 
and evinced 3 namely , that it is the condition of 
a Regenerate Perſon, with reſpe&t unto the femain= 
ing power of Indwelling-Sin, which 1s there pro- 
poſed, and exemplified by, and in the Perſon of the 
Apollle himſelf. In that diſcourſe therefore of his, 


ſhall the foundation be laid of what we have to 
offer upon this fubje&. Not that I ſhall proceed 
in an Expolition of his Revelation of this Truth, 


A 4 as 


| 
| 
| 


* Remainders of Sin 


as it Iycs im its own contexture, but only make 
uſe of what 15s delivered by him, as occafiun ſhall 


offer it ſelf. And here firit occurreth, that which 


he affirms, ver. 21. 1 find then a Law, that when I 
would d good, evil is preſent with me, 

There are four things obſervable in theſe worts., 

Firſt, The Appellation he gives unto Indwelling- 
Sin, waercby he exprefſeta its power and cth» 
cacy, it 15 a Law. For that which he terms a 
Law, in this veiſe, he calls in the foregoing,fin that 
dwelleth in him. 

Secondly, The way whereby he came to the 
diſcovery of this Law, not ablolutcly, and in its 
own nature, but im himſclt, he found it; I find 
a Law. 

Thirdly, The frame of his ſoul and inward 
Man with this Law of Sin, and under its diſcovery, 
Hz woid do good, 

Fourthly, The fiate and activity of this Law, 
when the foul is in that frame, when it would 
do good, 2t 7s preſent 'with gim. For what ends 
and purpolcs we ſhall ſh:w aficrwards. 

The firfi thug obſervable is the Compellation 
here uicd by the Apotile, he calls Tzdrcliing-Sin, 
2 Law, It is a Lav, 

A Zww 15 taken either properly, for a diredive 
Rule, or improperly, for an operative effeciive Prin= 
ciple, which ſeems to have the force of a Law. 
In its firſt ſenſe, it is a Moral Rule which direcs 
and commands, and ſundry wayes moves and 
regulates 122 mind, and the will, as to the things 
which ic requires, or forbids. This 15 evidently 
the general nature and work of a Law. Some 

things 


gi 
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things it .commands, fome things it forbids, with 
Rewards and Penalties, which move and impell 
men- to do the one, and avoid the other. Hence 
im a ſccondary ſenſe, an inward principle, that 
moves and enclincs conltantly vnto any Actions, 
1s called a Law. The principle thet is im the ma- 
trere of every thing, moving and carrying it to- 
wards its own end and reoft, 15 called the Law of 
Nature. In this re{pect every inward principle 
that inclinzth and urgeth unto operations or 
aQtings ſuitable ro 1t {if , is a Law. So 
Kom. 8. 2. The powe:ful and cfteQual working of 
the Spirit and grace of Chritt in the hearts of Be- 
hevers, 15s called the Law of the Spirit of life. And 
for this reaſon doth the Apoltle here call Indwel- 
ling-Sin a Law. It 1s a powerful and, «ffectual 
n-dwclling principle, inchmng and prefling unto 
actions agreeable and ſuitable unto its own nature. 
This and no other is the intention of the Apo- 
ſtle in this expreflion. For although that term, a 
Law, may ſometimes intend a ſtate and conditzon, 
and it here ſo uſed , the meaning of the words 
ſhould be, T find that this is my condition, this is the 
ſtate of things with me, that when I would do good 
evil is preſent. with me, which makes no great 
alteration inthe principal intendment of the place 3 
yet properly it can dcnote nothing here, but the 
chick ſabje& treated of. For although the name of 
a Law be variouſly uſed by the Apoltile in this 
Chapter ; yet when it relates unto ſir, it 15 no 
where applyed by him to the condition of the 
perlon, but only to expreſs cither the nature, or 
the power of lin it ſelf; fo ver. 23. 1 fee another 

Law 
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Law inmy Members, warring againſt the Law of my 


mind, axd bringing me into captivity unto the Law 
of Sin which is in wy Members. That which he 
here calls the Law of his mind, from the principal 
ſubje& and ſeat of it, is in it ſelf no other but the 
Law «of the Spirit of life which is in Chriſt Jeſus, 
Chap. $. 2. Or the cffctual power of the Spirit of 
grace, as was (aid. But the Law as applyed un- 
to Sin, hath a double enle 3 for as in'the firſt place, 


I ſee a Law in my Members, it denotes the being 


and nature of ſin ſo in the latter, leading into cap- 
tivity to the Law of fin which is in my Members, it 
ſignifies its power and efficacy. And both theſe are 
compriſed in the ſame name tingly uſed, ver, 20. 
Now that which we obſerve from this 22me, or 
term of a Law attributed unto tin, is, that There 
is an exceeding efficacy and power in the remainders 
of Indwelling-$in in Believers , with a conſtant work- 
ing towards evil. 

Thus it is in Believers, "tis a Law even in them, 
though not z them. Though its rule be broken, 
its ſtrength weakned and impaired, its root mor- 
tified, vet it 15a Law ſtill of great force and cth- 
cacy. There where 'tis leaſt felt, it is moſt pow - 
erfal. Carnal'men in reterence unto ſpiritual and 
moral duties, are nothing but this Law, they do 
nothing but from it, and by it. Its in them a 
ruling and prevailing principle of all moral acti-' 
ons, with refercnce unto a tfupernatural and eter- 
nal end. I ſhall uot conlider it in them in whom 
it hath moſt power, but in them in whom its 
power 1s chietly diſcovered and diſcerned , that 


1s 18 Eclieversz in the others only in order to 
the 
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the farther conviction and manifeſtation thereof. 

Secondly, The Apoſtle propoſeth the way where= 
by he diſcovered this Law in himſelf, wgiozo ape 
Toy voue! , I find then, or therefore a Law. He 
found it; it had been t1d him there was ſuch a 
Law, it had bzen preached unto him. This con- 
vinced him. that there was a Law of Sizz. But it is 
one thing for a man to know in general, that there 
1s a Law of Sin. Another thing for a man to 
have an experience of the power of this Law of Sin 
in himſelf. It js preached to all; all men that 
own the Seripture acknowledge it, as being de- 
clarcd therein but they are but few that know it 
in themſclves, we ſhould elſe have more com- 
plaints of it than we have, and more contendings 
againſt it, and lets fruits of it in the world: But 


_ this is that which the Apolile afhrms 3 not that 


the Dofirine of it had been preached unto him, 
but that he found it by experience in himſclf. T 


 fmaa Law; I have experience of its power and 


efhcacy. For a man to find his ticknels and dan- 
ger thereon from its effects, is another thing than 
to hear a diſcourſe about a diſeaſe from its cauſes. 
And this experience is the great preſervative of all 
Divine Truths in the foul. This 1t 15 to know a 
thing indeed, in reality, to know it for owr ſelves, 
when as we are taught it from the Word, fo we 


| tid it in our ſelves. Hence we obſerve, 


 ſcernit : They that find not its power, are under 


Secondly, B:lievers have experience of the power 
and efficacy of Indwelling-Sin. They find \t- n 
themſelves , they find it as a Law. It hath a {ſclt- 
evidencing, efficacy to them that are alive to di- 


ICS 


6 Remainders of $11 


its Dominion. Whoſvever contend againſt it , 
ſhall know and find, that it is preſent with them, 
that it 1s powertul in them. He ſhall find the 

eam to be ſtrong, who ſwims againtt it, though 
he who roulls along with it , be 1nſcnhible 
of it. 

Thirdly, The general frame of Bclievers not- 
withitanding the inhabitation of this Law of $77, 
1s here alſo expreflcd, They would do good. This 
Law 1s preſent, Geaovre Ewot worciy 79 aa. The 
habicual inclination of their will 1s unto good. 
This Law in them, 1s not a Law wnto them, a3 it 
is to Unbclievers. They are not wholly obnoxious 


to its power, nor morally unto its commands, - 


Grace hath the Soveraignty in their fou!s ; This 
gives them a Yi! unto good 3 they would do good, 
that 15 alwayes , and conſtantly, x1 John 3. 9. 
Foes aPapTic y, t0. commit ſ.n, is to makea trade of 
fin, to make 1t a mars bulin«s to fin fo it 1s faid, a 
Believer doth not commit fin. And (0) Toy 73 ner, 
to do that which is good to will todo fo; is to 
have the h2bituz! bent and inclination of the will 
ſet on that which is good , that is, morally and 
ſpiricually good, which is the proper ſubject treat- 
ed ofz whence is our Third O»ſcrvation. 

There 1s, and there is through grace kept up in 
Believers, a conjtant and ordinarily ——_—_ will of 
doing good, notwithſtanding the parzer and efficacy of 
Inawelling-Si in to the contrary. 

T his 1n their worſt condition, diftinguitherh them 
from Unbelievcrs m their befft, The Il in unbe- 
lievers 15 under the power of the Law of Sin. The 
oppolition they mak to fin 3 either inthe root, or 

| branches 
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branches of it, is from their light, and their con- 
ſciences3 the will of ſinning in them 15 never taken 
away. Take away all other confiderations and hin- 
derances, whereof we ſhall treat afrerwards, and 


they would fin willingly always. Their faint en- 


deavours to anſwer their convidions, are far from 
a will of doing that which is good, They w1ll plead 
indeed, that they would leave their fins if they 
could, and they would tain do better than they do. 
But it is the working of their Light and Convicti- 
ons, not any ſpiritual inclination of their wills, 
which they intend by that expreſſion. For where 
there js a will ofdoing good, there is a choice of 
that which is good for its own excellency ſake, 


© becauſe 1t is detirable and ſuitable to the foul, and 


therefore to be preferred before that which 1s con- 
frary. Now this 15 not in any unbelievers; they 
do not, they cannot fo chuſe that which is ſpiri- 
tually good, nor 1s it ſo excellent or ſuitable unto 


| any principle that 15 in them : only they have ſome 


detires to attain that ezd, whereunto that which 1s 
good doth lead, and to avoid that evil which the 
neglect of it tends unto. And thefe allo are for 
the moſt part ſo weak and languid in many of 
them, that they put them not upon any conhide- 
rable endeavours; witneſs that luxury, floth, 
worldlancſs and fecurity, that the generality of 
men are even drowned in, But in behevers there 
is a will of doing good, an habitual diſpoſition and 
inclination in their wills unto that which is ſpiri- 
tually good. And where this is, it is accompanied 
with anſwerable effc&s. The will is the principle 
of our moral actions, and therefore unto the pre- 

v4ailing 
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vailing diſpoſition thereof, will the general courſe 
of our atings be ſuited. Good things will proceed 
from the good treaſures of the heart. Nor can this 
diſpotition be evidenced to be im any but by its 
fruits. A will of doing good, without doing good, 
15 but pretended. 

Fourthly, There 1s yet another thing remaining 
in theſe words of the Apoltle, ariting from that re- 
{p-Ct that the preſence of fin hath unto the time and 
ſeaſon ot duty : IVhen I would do good, ( laith he ) 
evil 's preſent with me. 
| There are two things to be confidered in the 
wi!” of doing good, that 15 in Belicvers, 

Firit, There 3s 1ts habitual refedence 11 them. They 
have always en »vabitnzt inclination of wil unto that 
which 1s good. And4 this havitual preparation for 
good 1s always preient with them, as the Apotile 
exprcſlſcs it, verle 18 of this chapter. 

Secondly, There are ſpecial times and ſeaſorrs for 
the exerciſe of that principle. There 1s a, JYhenT 
woz!d ao good, a {calon wherein this or that good, 
this or that duty is to be performed and accom- 
plithed, ſuitably unto the nabitual preparation and 
inclination of the will. 

Unto thele two, there are two things in I1n- 
aweliing-\n oppoſed, To the gracious principle re- 
ſiding in the wall, inclining unto that which is ſpi- 
ri! ually good, 1t 15 Jppotcd as it 1s a Law, that is a 
contrary pr inc1p!e inc! ining unto evil, with an avVcr- 
fation from that which is good. Unto the ſecond, 
or the actual willing of this or that good in par- 
ticular, unto this, when I would do good, 1s oppoſed 


the preſence of this Law, evil zs preſent with me, 
TagniWTat 
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TapaneTal uot 79 RAKOV 3 evil 1sat hand and ready 
to oppoſe the affual accampliſhment of the good 
aimed at. Whence, 

Fourthly, Indwelling-(in ts effect wally operative in 
rebelling and inclining t» evil, when the wall of doing 
good is in a particular manner aftive, ana in:lining un 
to cbedience. 

And this 1s the deſcription of tum who is a Be- 
liever, and a inner, as every ove who *5 the former, 
he 1s the latter alſo. Theſe arc the contrary prins 
ciples, and the contrary opcrations that are in him, 
The principles are a will of dving good on the one 
hand, from grace, and a Law of ſin on the other. 
Their adverſe actings and operations are infinu- 
ated in thoſe exprefſions, I/hen I would do good, 
evil is preſent with me, And thele both are more 
fully expreſſed by the Apolile, Gal. 5. 17. For the 
fleſh luſteth againſt the ſpirit, and the ſpirit azainſt the 
fleſh, and theſe are contrary the one to the other 3 þ that 
T cannot do the things that I would. 

And here he the ſprings of the whole courſe of 
our obedience. An acquaintance with theſe ſc- 
veral principles, and their actings, 15 the principal 
part of our wiſdom. They are, upon the matter, 
next to the free grace of God in our Juftthcation 
by the blood of Chriſt, the only things wherein 
theglory of God and our own fouls are concerned. 
Theſe are the ſprings of our holineſs, and our fins, 
of our joys and troubles, of our refreſhments and 
forrows. It is then all our concernments to be 
throughly acquainted with theſe things, who 1n- 
tend to walk with God, or to glorifie himin this 
world. 

And 
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And hence we may fee what wiſdom is required, 
in the guiding and management of our hearts and 
ways before God. Where the ſubje&s of a Ruler are 
in tewds, and oppolitions one apainft another, 
unle(s great wiſdom be uſed in the government of 
the whole, all things will quickly be ruinous 1n 
that ſtate. . There are theſe contrary principles in 
the hearts of Believers, and if they labour not to 
be ſpiritually wife, how ſhall they be able to ſteer 
their courſe aright? Many men live in the dark 
to themſelves all their days; what ever elſe they 
know, they know not themſelves. They know 
their outward <ſtates, how rich they are, and the 
condition of their bodies as to healthand fickneſs 
they are careful to examine; but as to their in- 
ward man, and their principles as to God and 
Eternity, they know little or nothing of them- 
{clves. Indecd few labour to grow wiſe in this mat- 
ter, few ſtudy themſelves as they ought, are ac- 
quainted with the evil of their own hearts as they 
ought, on which yet the_whole courſe of their 
obedience, and conſequently of their eternal con- 
dition, doth depend. This therctorc is our wiſdom, 
and it is a needftul wiſdom, if we have any delign 
to pleaſe God, or to avoid that which is a provo» 
cation to the eyes of his glory. 

We ſhall find alſo in our inquiry hereinto, what 
diligence and watchfulne(s is required unto a Chri- 
ſtian converſation. There 15 a conltant evemy unto 
it mevery ones own heart : and whatan enemy it 
15 we ſhall afterwards ſhow, for this 1s our defign 
to diſcover him to the uttermoſt. In the mean 
time we may well bewail the woful floth and ngg- 
hgce 
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ligence that is in the moſt, even of Profeſſors. 
They live and walk as though they intended to 
go to heaven .hood-winkt, and aſleep, as though 
they had no enemy to deal withall. Their miſtake 
therefore and folly will be fully laid open inour 
Progreſs. 

That which I ſhall principally fix upon, in re- 
ference unto our prefcnt defign, from this place 
of the Apoſtle, is that which was firtt laid down, 
namely, that there is an «xceeding efficacy and power 
in the remainder of indwelling-ſin in Believers with a 
conſtant inclination and working towards evil, 

Awake therefore, all of you in whoſe hearts are 
any thing of the ways of God. Your enemy 1s not 
only «pon you, as on Sampſon of old, but is in you 
alſo, He is at work by all ways of force. and craft, 
as we ſhall ſee. Would you not diſhonour God 
and his Goſpel, would you not ſcandalize the Saints 
and ways of God, would you not wound your 
conſciences, and endanger your ſouls, would you 
not grieve the good and holy Spirit of God, the 
Author of all your comforts; would you keep 
your garments undchled, and «ſcape the wotul 
temptations and pollations of the days wherein we 
livez would you be preſerved from the number of 
the Apeſtates in theſe latter days ? awake to the con- 
lideration of this curſed enemy, which 1s the ſpring 
of all theſe and innumerable other evils, as alſo of 
the ruine of all the fouls that periſh in this world. 
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Indwelling-ſin a Law. In what ſenſe it is ſo 
called. What kind of Law it is. An inward 
effettive Principle called a Law. The power 


of ſort thence evinced, 


Hat which we have propofed unto conſide- 

ration is the power and efficacy of Indwelling= 
ſn. The ways whereby it may be evinced are 
many. T ſhall begin with the Appellation of it in 
the place before mentioned, it 1s a Law, I find a 
Law, (aith the Apolile. It is becauſe of its power 
and cfhicacy that it 1s ſo called fo is allo the prin- 
ciple of grace in Believers the Law of the ſpirit of 
life, as we obſervcd before, Rom. 8. 3. whichis the 
exceeding greatn:fſs of the power of God in them, Epheſ. 
I. 19. Where there 15 a Law, there 1s Power. 

We ſhall therefore ſhew both what belongs unto 
it, aS it isa Lew in general, and alſo what 15 pecu- 
liar or proper in it, as being ſuch a Law as we have 
deſcribed. 

There are in general two things attending every 


Lay, as ſuch. 
Firſt, Dominion. Rom 7. 1. The Law hath domi- 


Ron over a man whillt he liveth , xugieve Ts avvgaumns, 
it Lordeth it over a man. Where any Law takes 
place, zvgieve, it hath dominion. It is properly the 
ad of a Superiour, and it belongs to its nature to ex- 
act obedience by way of dominion. Now there is 
a two-fold dominion, as there is a two-fold Law: 

There 
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There 15 a moral authoritative dominion over a 
man, and there is a real effe&ive dominion in a 
man. Thefirſi is an affection of the Law of God, 
the latter of the Law of fin. The Law of fin hath 
not in it ſelf a moral dominion, 1t hath not a right- 
fal dominion or authority over any man, but it 
hath that which is equivalent unto it ; whence it 
is ſaid Gaometerr, to reign as a King, Rom. 6. 12. and 
xuptzvzu, to Lord it, or have domimion, wer. 14. 
as a Law 1n general 15 faid to have, chap. 7. x, But 
becauſe it hath loft its complete dominion, in refe- 
rence unto Behevers, of whom alone we ſpeak, 1 
ſhall not infilt upon it in this utmoſt extent of its 
power. But even iz them it 15a Law fiill, though 
not a Law unto them, yct, as was laid, it isa 
Law in them. And though it have not a complete, 
and asit were a rightful dominion over them, yet 
1t will have a domination as to ſome things in them. 
It 1s (111 a Law, and that in them, fo that all its 
actings are the actings of a Law z thats, 1t acts 
with power , though it have loſt its complete 
power of ruling in tancem. Though it be weakened, 
yet 1tS nature 15 not changed. It is a Law till, and 
therefore powerful. And as its particular workings 
( which we ſhall afterwards conlider ) are the 
ground of this Appellation, fo the term it ſelf ceach- 
eth us in general, what we are to expe from it, 
and what endeavours it will uſe for dominien, to 
which it hath been accuſtomed. 

Secondly, A Law, as a Law, hath an efficacy 
to provoke thoſe that are obnoxious unto 1t unto 
the things that it requireth. . A Law hath Rewards 


and Puniſhments accompanying of it, Thele (c- 
BZz cretly 
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cretly prevail on them to whom they are pre- 
polcd, though the things commanded be not much 
actirable. And generally all Laws have their eth- 
cacy on the minds of men, from the Rewards and 
Puniſhments that are annexed unto them. Nox is 
tis Law without this ſpring of power : it hath 
1ts xewards and puniſhments, The pleaſures of fin 
are the rewards of tin; a reward that moſt men 
loſe their ſouls to obtain. By this the Law of 
tin, contended in Moſes againſt the Law of grace, 
Heb. 11.25, 26. He choſe rather to ſuffer afflictions 
with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleaſures of 
fin for a ſeaſom, for he looked unto the recom- 
pence of reward, The conteſt was in his mind be- 
tween the Law of tin, and the Law of grace. The 
motive on the part of the Law of fin, wherewith 
it fought to draw him over, and wherewith it 
prevails on the moſt, was the reward that it pro- 
poled unto him, namely that he ſhould have the 
Preicnt enjoyment of the pleaſures of im. By this 
It contended againſt the reward annexed unto the 
Law of Grace, callcd the Recompence of reward. 

By this ſrry reward doth this Law keep the 
world m obcdience to its commands. And expe- 
rience ſhews us, of what power it is to influence 
the minds of men. It hath alſo Puniſhments that 1t 
threatens mcn with, who labour to caſt off its 
yoke. What everevil, trouble or danger in the 
world attends Goſpcl obcdience z what ever hard- 
{hip or violence 15 to be offered to the ſenſual part 
of our naturcs in a ftrict courſe of mortification, 
tn makes uſe of as if they were puniſhments at- 
ccnding the neglect of its commands, By theſe it 

prevails 
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prevails on the fearful, who ſhall have no ſhare 
in life eternal, Rev. 21.8. And it 15 hard to fay 
by whether of theſe, its pretended rewards, or 
pretended puniſhments, it doth moſt prevail, in 
whether of them its greateſt ſirengch doth le. 
By its rewards jt inticeth men to ftns of commiſſion, 
as they are called, in ways and actions tending to 
the ſatisfaction of its luſts. By its pauniſaments it 
induceth men to the omitting of duties, a courſe 
tending to no leſs a pernicious event than the for- 
mer. By which of thele the Law of fin hath its 
greatelt ſucceſs in and upon the fouls of men, is not 
evident, and that becauſe they are ſ{cldom or never 
ſeparated, but equally take place on the ſame per- 
ſons. But this is certain, that by tenders and pro- 
miles of the pleaſures of fin on the one hand, by 
threats of the deprivation of all ſenſual content- 
ments, and the infliction of temporal evils on the 
other, it hath an exceeding efficacy on the minds 
of men. oftentimes of Believers ttiemſelves. Unleſs 
a man be prepared to reje& the reaſonings that 
will offer themſelves from the one and the other 
of theſe, there is no ſtanding before the power of 
this Law. The world falls before them every day. 
With what deceit and violence they are urged 
and impoſcd on the mindsof men, we ſhall after- 
wards declare; as alſo what advantages they 
have to prevail upon them. Look on the gene- 
rality of men, and you ſhall ind them wholly by 
theſe means at fins diſpoſal. Do the profits and 
pleaſures of fin lie before them, wothing can with- 
hold them from reaching after them. Do diffi- 
culties and inconyenicncies attend the duties of the 
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Goſpel, they will have nothing to do with them, 
and fo arc wnolly given up to the Rule and Domt- 
nion of this Law. 

And this light in general we have into the power 
and etkcacy of Indwelling-fin from the general na- 
ture of a Law, whereof it is partaker. 

We may conlider nextly what &md of Law in 
particular it is, which will farther evidence chat 
power of it, which we are enquiring after. It 1s 
not an outward, written, commanding, direQing 
Law, bit an inbred, working, impclling, urging 
Law. A Law propoſed unto us, is not to be com- 
pared for cflicacy to a Law inbred in us. Adam 
had a Law of fin propoſed to him in his temptation, 
but becauſe he had no Law of Sin inbred and work- 
ing in him, he might have withftood it. An 7n- 
bred Law muſt -needs be effequal. Let us take 
an example from that Law, which is contrary to 
this Law of Sin. The Law of God, was at firlt ;1- 
bred and natural unto man, it was concreated with 
his faculties, aud was their redirmde both in bring 
and operation 1n reference to his end of living un- 
to God, and glorifying of him. Hence 1t had an 
eſpecial power in the whole ſoul, to enable it un- 
to all obedience, yca, and to make all obedience 
eaſie and pleaſant. Such is the power of an mbred 
Law. And though this Law as to the rzuleand do- 
mini Of 1t, be now by nature calt out of the foul, 
yet the remaining ſparks of it, becauſe they are 
inbred, are very powerful and cff-Ctual, as the 
Apoſtle declares, Rom. 2. 14, 15. Afterwards God 
renews this Law,and writes it in Tables of Stone 3 
but what is the efficacy of this Laws will it now 

as 
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as it 15 external, and propoſed unto men, enable 
them to perform the things that it exacts and re- 
quires? not at all. God knew it would not, un- 
leſs it were turned to an interna! Law again ; that 
1s untill of a moral outward rule, it be turned. 
into an inward real principle, Wherefore God 
makes his Law internal again, and implants 1t on 
the heart as it was at firſt, when he intends to 
give it power to produce obedience in his people, 
Jer. 31. 31, 32,33. I will put my Law in their in- 
ward parts, and write it in their hearts, This is 
that which God fixerh on, as it were upon a dif- 
covery of the inſufficiency of an outward Law 
leading men unto Obedience. The written Law, 
faith he, will not doit ; Mercics and D:liverances 
from diſtreſs will not effect it; Trials and Aﬀicti- 
ons will not accompliſh itz then faith the Lord, will 
I take another courſe 3 I will turn the written Law, 
into an internal living Principle, 1n their hearts, and 
that will have ſuch an efficacy , as fhall afſured- 
ly make them my People, and keep them ſo. Now 
ſuch is this Law of Sin, it is an Indwelling-Law, 
Rom, 7.17. It 1s fin that dweleth in me, ver. 20. 
Sin that dwelleth in me. ver. 21. It 1s preſent with me, 
ver. 23. It is in my Members 3 yea, it 15 ſo farin a 
man, as in ſome ſenſe it 15 (aid to be the man him- 
ſelf, ver. 18. I know that in me, that is in my fleſh, 
there dwelleth no good thing. The fleſh,which is the 
Seat and Throne of this Law, yea, which indeed in 
this Law, 1s in ſome ſenſe the man himſelf, as Grace 
alſo is the new man. Now from this conſiderati- 
on of it, that it is an Indwelling-Law inclining and 
moving t to fin, as an inward habit or Principle, it 
B 4 hath 
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Math ſundry advantages increaſing its ſirength and 
farthering its power. As, 

Firſt, It alwayes abides in the ſoul, it 1s never ab- 
ſent- The Apoſtle twice uſeth that expreſſion, it 
dwelleth in me. There is its conſtant reſidence and 
habitation. If 1t came upor. the ſoul only at cer- 
tain ſeaſons, much obedience might be perfectly 
accompliſhed in its abſence. Yea, and as they deal 
with «ſarping Tyrants, whom they intend to thruſt 
out of a City, the gates might be ſometimes ſhut 
againſt it, that 1t might not return. The ſoul might 
fortifie 1t (elf againſt it. But the foul 15 its home, 
there it dwells, and 15 no wanderer. Where ever 
you are, whatever you are about, this Law of Sin is 
alwayes in you. In the beſt that you do, and in the 
worſt, Men little conlider what a dangerous com- 
panion 15 alwayes at home with them. When they 
are 1n Company, when alone, by night or by day, 
all js one, fin is with them. There 1s a living coaf 
continually in their houſes , which if it be not 
looked unto, will fire them, and it may be conſume 
them. O the woful ſecurity of poor ſouls / How 
little do the moſt ot men think of this Inbred Ene- 
my, that ;s never from home! How little for the 
molt part doth the watchfulnefi of any Profeſſors 
an{wcr the danger of their [tate and condition, 

Secondly, It 15 alwayes ready to apply it (elf co 
every end and parpoſce that it ſerves uuto. It doth 
not only de! in me, faith the Apolile, but when 


1 would dy giod, it as preſent with me ; There 1s 


fomewhat more 1 that expreſſion, than meer 7n- 
aredling. An Inmate may dwell in an houſe, and 
yet not be alwaycs medling with what the good 

- Nan 
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man of the houſe hath to do, (that ſo we may keep 
to the alluſion of Indwelling, uſed by the Apoſtle. ) 
But itis ſo with this Law, it doth ſo dwell in us, 
as that it will be preſent with us 1n every thing we 


do; yea, oftentimes when with molt earneſtneſſ we 


deſire to be quit of it, with mot v:olence it will put 
it ſcifupon us : When I would do good, it is preſent 
with me, Would you pray, would you hear, would 
you give Alms, would you meditate, would you 
be in any duty aQing faith on God, and love to- 
wards him, would you work righteouſneſs, would 
you reliti temptations, this troublelome perplexing 
Indweller will full more or leſs put it (elf upon 
you, and be preſent with you 3 ſo that you cannot 
perfectly and compleatly accompliſh the thing that 
1s good, as our Apoſile ſpeaks, ver. 18, Sometimes 
men by hearkning to their temptations, do ſtir up, 
excite and provoke their lufts; and no wonder if 
then they find them preſent and aCtive. But it-will 
be ſo, when with all our endeavours we labour to 
be free from them. This Law ot Sin dwells 1n us, 
that is, it adheres as a depraved principle unto our 
minds in darkn:f,, avd vanity, unto our Aﬀections 
in ſenſuality, unto our Wills ma loathing of, and 
averſation from that which is good, and by ſome, 
more, or all of theſe, is continually putting 1t 


| ſelf upon us, in inclinaitons, motions, or ſuggeſti- 


ons toevil, when we would be mott gladly quit 
of it. 
Thirdly, It being an indwelling-Law, it applyes 
it {elf to its work with great facility and eafine(s, 
Ike the fin that doth fo eaſily beſet us, Heb. 12. 1.1t 


hath a great faci/ity and cafineſs in the application of 
it 
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it (ſelf unto its work; it needs no doors to be ope- 


ned unto it, it needs no Engines to work by. The 


{ſoul cannot apply icfelf to any duty of a man, but 
it mult bz by the exerciſe of thoſe facl/ties where- 
in this Law hath its refidence. Is the Underftan- 
ding or the Mind to be applyed unto any thing ? 
there it is in 1gnorance, darkneſs, vanity , folly, 
madneſs. Is the ll tobe engaged, there it 1s alſo 
in ſpiritual deadnels, ſtubborneſs, and the roots of 
obſtinacy ? Is the heart and AﬀeF4tons to be ſet on 
work, there it 15 in inclinations to the world, and 
preſent things, and ſenſuality, with pronenels to all 
manner of defilements ? Hence it 1s eaſe for it to 
inſ{inuate 1t felt into all that we do, and to hinder 
all that is good, and to further all fin and wicked- 
neſs. It hath an intimacy, an inwardneſs with the 
ſoul, and therefore in all that we do, doth eaſily 
beſet us. It poſſeſſeth thoſe very facultics of the 
foul, whereby we muſt do, what we do,whatever it 
be, good or evil. Now all theſe advantages it hath 
aS it 15a Law, as an Indweling-Law which mani- 
felts 1ts power and efhcacy, It 15 alwayes re- 
fident in the ſoul, it puts1it {cif upon all its aCtings, 
and that with catine(s and facility. 

This is that Law which the Apoſlle aftirms, that 
he found in himſelf, this is the title that he gives 
unto the powerful and effectual remainders of In- 
dwe<lling-Sin, even in Believers, and theſe general 
evidences of its power from that Appellation have 
we. Many there are in the world, who find not this 
Law in them, wao whatever they have been 
taught in the word, have not a (ſpiritual ſenſe and 
experience of the power of Indwclling-Sin, m 
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that becauſe they are wholly under the Dominion 
of it. They find not that there is darknefſand tol- 
ly in their minds , becauſe they are darkneſs it 
ſelf; and darkneſs will diſcover nothing. They 
find not deadneſs and an indifpoſition in their 
hearts and wills to God, becauſe they are dead 
wholly in treſpaſſes and fins. They are at peace 
with their lufts, by being in bondage unto them. 
And this is the ſtate of moſt men in the world, 
which makes them wotully deſpiſe all their eter- 
nal concernments. Whence isit that men follow 
and purſue the world with fo much greedinefs, 
that they negle& Heaven, and lite, and immor- 
tality for it every day ? Whence 1s it that ſome 


purſue their ſenſuality with delight , they will 


drink, and revel, and have their ſports, let others 
ſay what they pleaſe? Whence 15 it that ſo many 
live ſo unprofitably under the word, that they un- 
derſiand fo little of what is ſpoken unto them, 
that they practiſe leſs of what thy underſtand, 
and w:ll by no means be ſtirred up to anſwer the 
mind of God in his calls unto them ? It is all from 
this Law of Sin, and the power of it that rules and 
barcs {way in Mcn, that all tlicſe things do pro- 
cecd but 1t 15 not ſuch perſons of whom at pre=- 
{cnt we particularly treat. 

From what hath bcen ſpoken, it will enſue, that 
if there be ſuch a Law in Believers, it is doubtleſs 
their duty to find it out, to find it ſo to be. 

The more they tind its power, the leſs they will 
feel its effects. It will not at all advantage a man 
to have an hefical diltermper, and not to diſcover 
itza fire lying ſecretly in his houſe, and not to 

| know 
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know it. So much as Men find of this Law in 
them, ſo much they will abhor it, and themſelves, 
and no more, Proportionably alſo to their diſcove- 
ry of it, will be their earneſtnefs for Grace 3 nor 
will it rife higher, All watchfulneſs and d:lzgence 
in obedience will be anſ{werable allo thereunto. 

Upon this one hinge, or finding out, and experi- 
encing the power and the efficacy of this Law of 
Sin, turns the whole courſe of our lives. Ignorance 
of it breeds (enſleſneſs, careleſneſs, floth, ſecurity 
and pride, all which the Lords ſoul abhors. Erup*s 
tions into great, open, conſcience-walting , ſcanda- 
lous fins, are from want of a due ſpiritual confide- 
ration of this Law. Enquire then how it 15 with 
your ſouls, what do you tind of this Law, what 
experience have you of its power and ethcacy ? Do 
you find it dwelling in you, alwayes preſent with 
you, exciting it (elf, or putcing forth its poiſon with 
facility and eaſi neſs, at all times, 1a all your duties, 
when you would bgudwhat humiliation, what (elf-a- 
bafement, what inteuſneſs im prayer,what diligence, 
what watchfulneſs doth this call tor at your hands? 
Whar ſpiritual wiſdom do you fiand in need of? 
What ſupplics of Grace, what aſjiftance of the Holy 
Ghoſt will be hence alſo diſcovered. I fear we have 
few of us a diligence proportionable to our danger. 


CHAP. 


ll. } Q 


4 


eG. t S 37 < 2 A. CO. 


Seat of Sin in the Heart. 23 


CHAP. IIL. 


The Seat or ſubje of the Law of Sin. The 
Heart, What meant thereby. Properties of 
the Heart as poſſeſſed by ſin. Unſearchable. 
Deceitful, Whence that Deceit arijeth. Im- 
provements of theſe Conſiderations. 


Aving manifclied Idwelling-Sin whereof we 
treat in the remainders of it in Believers, to be 


' a Law, and evinced in general, the power of it 


from thence, we ſhall now proceed to give parti- 
cular inſtances of its efhcacy and advantages, from 
ſome things that generally relate unto it as ſuch. 
And theſe are three. Firſt, Its ſear and ſubjee ; 
Secondly, Its natural properties ; and Thirdly, Its. 
operations and the manner thereof, which princt- 
pally we aim at, and ſhall attend unto. 

Firſt, For the Seat and ſubject of this Law of 
Sin, the Scripture every where aſſigns it to be the 
beart. There Indwelling-Sin keeps its eſpecial reſi- 
dence. It hath invaded and poſſeſſed the Throne 
of God himſelf, Ecclef. 9. 3. Madneſi is in the beart 
of men whileſi hey live, This is their madneſs, or 
the root of all that madneſs which appears in their 
lives, Matth. 15.19. Out of the heart proceed evil 
thoughts, Murders, Adulteries, Fornications, Thets, 
falſe Witneſs, Blaſphemies, &c. There are many out- 
ward temptations and provocations that befall 
men, which excite and ſiir them up unto theſe 
evils, But they dobut as it were, open thc vo 
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and let out what is laid up and ſtored in it. The . 
root, rife, and ſpring of all theſe things 15 in the 
heart. Temptations and occaſions put nothing in- 
to a man, but only draw out what was 1n him bes- , 
fore. Heuce is that ſummary deſcription of the 
whole work and «ttc of this Law of hn, Gen. 6.5. 
Every imagination of the thoughts of Mans heart is 
only evil continually; So alſo, Chap. 8. 21. The 
whole work of the Law of Sin, from its firſt riſc, 
its firſt coyning of actual fin, is here deſcribed 
and its (eat, its work-houſe, is faid to be the heart. 
And lo it is called by our Saviour, The evil treaſare 
of the heart, Luke 6. 45. An evil man, out of the evil 
treaſure of his heart, bringeth forth evil things. This 
zreaſuye is the prevailing principle of moral actions 
that is in men, So in the beginning of the Verſe, our 
Saviour calls Grace the good treaſure of the heart of 
a good man, whence that which 1s good doth pro- 
ceed. It is 2 principle conſtantly and abundantly 


. ancitiag aud fiirring up unto, and conſequently 


bringing forth ations conformable, and like unto 
it, ot the fame kind and nature with its ſelf. And 
It is alſo called a treaſure for its abundance. It will 
never be exhauſted, itis not waſted by mens ſpend- 
ing on it : yea, the more laviſh men are of this 
ſtock, the more they draw out of this treaſure, the 
more 1t grows and abounds : As men donot ſpend 
their Grace , but increaſe 1t by its exerciſe, no 
more do they their Indwelling-Sin. The more 
men exercife their Grace in duties of obedience, 
the more 1t 15 ſtrengthened and encreaſed. And the 
more men exert and put forth the fruits of their 
luſt, the more 1s that enraged and om_ n 
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them, It feeds upon it (elf, ſwallows up its own 


poyſon, and grows thereby. The more men {in, 
the more are they enclined unto fin. It is from 


, the deceiifulneſs of this Law of Sin, whereof we 
' ſhall ſpeak afterwards at large, that men perſwade 


themſelves, that by this or that particular fin, they 
ſhall ſo atisfie their luſts, as that they ſhall need to 
ſin no more. Every fin increaſcth the principle, 
and fortificth the habit of finning. It is an evil 
treaſure that increaſeth by doing evil. And where 


doth this treaſure lye ? Ic 15 in the heart, there it 1s 


laid up, there it is kept in fafety. All the men un 
the world, all the Angels in Heaven, cannot dif- 
poſſeſs a man of this treaſure, it 1s ſo fafely ttored 
in the heart, | | 

The heart in the Scripture is variouſly uſed. 
Sometimes for the mind and underlianding 3 fome- 
times for the will ; ſometimes for the Aﬀedions ; 
ſometimes for the Conſcience > ſometimes tor the 
whole ſoul. Generally it denotes the whole ſorl of 
man,and all the taculties of it, not abſolutely,but-as 
they arc allone principle of moral operations,as they 
all concurr in our doing. good or cvil. The mind 
as it enquireth, diſcerneth, . and judgeth what is 
to be done, what refuſed ; the 1/71, as it chuſeth, or 
refuſeth, and avoids; the Aﬀe@ions as they like or 
diſlike, cleave to, or have an averfation trom that 
which is propoſed to them. The conſcience as it 
warns, and determines, are altogether called the 
heart. And in. this ſenſe it 1s that we fay the ſeat 
and ſubje&. of this Law of Sin is the heart of man. 
Only we may add, that the Scripture ſpeaking of 


the heart, as the principle of mens good or evil. 
actions, 
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actions, doth uſually infinuate together with it FR 
two things belonging unto the manner of their | 
performance. 

Firſt, A ſ#itableneſiand plealingneſs unto the ſoul 
in the things that are done. When men take de- 
light, and are pleaſed in and with what they do, | 
they are faid to do it heartily with their whole * 
hearts, Thus when God himſelf bleſſeth his Peo- 
ple in love and delight, he fayes, he doth it with 
bis whole heart, and his whole ſoul, Jer. 32. 41. 

Secondly, Relolution and conſtancy m fuch aQti- 
ons, And this alſo 1s denoted in the Metaphorical 
expreſſion betore uſed of a Treaſure, from whence 
men do conſtantly take out the things which either 
they ſtand in need of, or do intend to uſe. 

This 1s the ſubje, the ſeat, the dwelling place 
of this Law of Sin. - The heart as it is the entire 
principle of moral operations, of doing good or 
evil, as out of it proceed good or evil. Here 
dwclls our Enemie : This 1s the Fort, the Cittadel 
of this Tyrant, where it maintains a rebellion 
againſt God all our dayes. Sometimes it hath more 
Rrength,and conſequently more ſucceſs; ſometimes 
leſs of the one, and of the other, but is alwayes 
in rebellion whileſt we live, 

That we may 1n our paſſage take a little view 
of the ſtrength and power of fin from this ſeat 
and ſubject of it, we may conſider one or two pro- 
pcrties of the heart that exceedingly contribute 
thereunto. It is like an Enemy in war, whoſe 
firength and power, lye not only in his numbers, 
and force of Men or Arms, but alſo in the uncon- 
querable Forts that he doth poſſeſs, And ſuch i = 

tNc 


Seat of Sin in the Heart. 27 


the heart to this enemy of God and our ſouls, as 
will appear from the properties of it, whereof one 
or two ſhall be mentioned. 

Firſt, It 15 znſearchable. Fer. 17. 9, 10. Who can 
know the heart ? Tthe Lord ſearch it, The heart of 
man is pervious to God only 3 hence he takes the 
honour of ſearching the heart to be as peculiar to 
himſelf, and as fully declaring him to be God, as 
any other glorious Attribute of his Nature. We 
know not the hearts of one another, we know not 
our own hearts as we ought. Many there are that 
know not their hearts as to their general bent and 
diſpofition, whether it be good or bad, fincere and 
ſound, or corrupt and naught ; but no one know- 
cth all the ſecret intrigues, the windings and turn- 
ings, the aCtings and averſations of his own heart. 
Hath any one the perte& meaſure of his own light 
and darkneſs? Can any one know what aCctings 
of chuſing or averſation his Will will bring forth, 
upon the propoſal of that endleſs variety of ob- 
jets that 1t is to be exerciſed with? Can any 


' one traverſe the various mutability of his affei- 


ons? Do the ſecret ſprings of aRing and refuling 
in the ſoul, lie betore the eyes of any min ? Doth 
any one know what will be the motions of the 
mind or will, in fuch and ſuch conjunQtions of 
things ? Such a ſuiting of objects, ſuch a pretenſion 
of reaſonings, ſuch an appearance of things de- 
firable? All in heaven and earth but the Infinite 
All-ſecing God, are utterly ignorant of theſe 
things. In this #nſearchable heart dwells the Law 
of fin, and much ofits ſecurity, and conſequently 
of its ſtrength, lies m —_ it is paſt our finding 
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out. Wefight with an enemy whole ſecret ſtrength 
wc cannot diſcover, whom we cannot follow into 
us retizerents. Hence oftentimes, when we are 
ready to think fin quite ruined, after a while we 
find it was hut vuc uſFoht, It hathcoverts and 
TEiiecats In an wunſearchable beart, whether we can- 
not purſueit. The foul may perlwade it ſelf all 1s 
well, when fin may be fafe in the hidden darknets 
of the mind, which 'tis impoſlible that he ſhould 
look into; for what ever makes manitelt 15 /:ght. 
It may ſuppoſe the will of ſinning 1s utterly taken 
away, when yet there is an unſcarchable reſerve 
for a more ſuitable object, a more vigorous tem- 
ptation than at preſentir is tried withal. Hath a 
man had a contclt with any kuſt, aud a bleſſed vi- 
Gory over it by the holy Ghoſt, as to that preſent 
trial ; when he thinks 1t 1s utterly expclied, he ere 
long, tinds that it was but retired out of fight. It 
can lieſfo cloſe in the minds darkneſs, in the wills 
indifpoſition, in the diſorder and carnality of the 
affections, that nv eye can diſcover it. The belt of 
our wiſdom 1s but to watch 1ts tixtt appearances, 
to catch its firſt ander-earth heavings and workings, 
and to f<t our ſelves m oppolitton to them for to 
follow it into the (ſecret corners of the heart, that 
we cannot ao. It1s true, there 1s yet a relict in 
rhis caſe, namely that he to whom the work of 
deſtroying the Law of fin, and body of. death in 
us 1s principally committed, . namely the holy 
Gholt, comes with his Ax to the very root, neither 
15. there any thing in an unſcarchable heart that 1s 
not open and naked unto him, Heb. 4.12, But we 
ma way of duty may hence ſee w! at an enemy we 
have to deal withall. -- Secondly, 


.. 
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Second! ily, As1t 1s unſcarchable, fo it 15 deceitful, 
as in the place above mentioned ; it 1s deceitful 
above ail things, mcomparably to. There 1s great 
azceit 1n the Jealings ot men 1n the world, great 
in their counſels and contrivances in reterence to 
their atfairs private and publick ; great dc- 
ceit in their words and aGtings : the world 1s full 
of deceit and fraud. But all this 15 nothing to the 
deceit that 15 in mans heart towards himſelf, for that 
is the meaning of the expreſſion in this place, and 
not towards others. Now incomparable deceit= 
tulneſs, added to wnſearchablensft, gives a great 
addition and encreale of ttrength to the Law of 
fin, upon the account of its ſeat and ſubject. I 
{peak not yet of the deceitfulneſs of fin 1t felt, but 
the deccittulneſs of the heart where 1t 1s ſcated. 
Prov. 26. 25. There are ſeven abominafvons in the 
heart \ that 15, not only many, bat an abſolute com- 
plete number, as ſfven denotes : and they are ſuch 
abominations as conſiſt in deceittulneſs; fo the 
caution fore-going infinuates, Truſt him not z tor 1t 15 
only deceit that ſhould make us not to trujt in that 
degree and mcafure which the object 15 capable of. 

Now this d:ceirfulnefi of the heart, whereby it 1s 
exceedingly advantaged 1n its harbouring of tin, lies 
chiefly in theſe two things. 

Firſt, That it abounds in contradidions, fo that it 
15 not to be found and dcait withall according to 
any conttant rule, and way of proccdurs. There 
are fome men that have much of this from their 
natural conſtitution, or from other cauſes in their 
converſation. They ſeem to be made up of contra- 
aictions;, (ometimes to b2 very wiſe in their atfairs, 
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lometimes very fooliſh; very open, and very re- 
ſerved very facile, and very obſtinatez very eafie 
to be entreated, and very revengeful, all in a re- 
markable heighth. This 1s generally accounted 2 
bad character, and 1s ſcldom found but when it 
proceeds from forge notable predominant luſt. 
But in general, in reſpe& of moral good or evil, 
duty or lin, it is ſo with the heart of every man; 
flaming hot, and key cold 3 weak, and yet ſinb- 
born 3 obſiinate, and facile. The frame of the heart 
15 ready to contradid it felt every moment. Now 
you would think you had it all for ſach a frame, 
ſuch a way 3 anon it 1s quite otherwiſe : fo that 


none know what to expe from it. The riſe of 


this is the diſorder that 15 brought upon all its fa- 
cultics by fin. God created them all ina perfect 
harmony and union.- The Mind and Reaſon were 
in perfect ſubjeRion and ({ubordination to God, 
and his Will; the Will an{wered in its choice of 
good, the difcovery made of it by the mind 3 the 
Aﬀections conltantly and evenly followed the Un- 
derſtanding and Will, The minds ſubjeQtion to 
God was the ſpring of the orderly and harmonious 


motion-of the tou], and all the wheels in it. That _ 


being diſturbed by fin, the reſt of the faculties 
move crols 2nd contrary one to another ; the Will 
chufeti not tne good which the Mind diſcovers 
the Aﬀections del:ght not in that which the Will 
chuſeth, but all jar and znterfere, croſs and rebel 
ap2irit each other. This we have got by our 
talling from God, Hence ſometimes the Will leads, 
the Judgmen t tollows. Yea, commonly the At- 
f:ctions that ſhould attend upon all,get the fo- 


vereignty 
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vereignty, and draw the whole ſoul captive after 
them. And hence it 1s, as I faid, that the heart is 
made up of ſo many contradiGions in its ating. 
Sometimes the mind retains its ſovercignty, and 
the affections are in ſubjeEtion, and the will ready 
for its duty. This puts a good face upon things. 
Immediately the rebellion of the atte&ons, or the 
obſtinacy ot the will take place and prevail, and 
the whole Scene is changed. This, 1 ſay, makes 
the heart deceitfiel above all things; it agrees not 
at all in it ſelf, is not conſtant to it (ſelf, hath' no 
order that it is conttant unto, 1s under no certain 
condudt that is ſtable, but it I may fo fay, hath a 
rotation in it ſclt, where oft-times the feet lead and 
Snide the whole. 

Secondly, Its deceit lies in its fu! promiſings 
upon the tirlt appcarance of things. And this alſo 
proceeds from the fame principle with the former. 
Sometimes the affections are touched and wrought 
upon, the whole heart appears in a fair frame, all 
promiſeth to be well. Within a while the whole 
frame 1s changed the mind was not at all affe- 
cted or turned ; the affteRions alittle acted their 
parts and are gone off, and all the fair promiſes of 
the heart are departed with them, Now add this 
deceitfulneſt ty the wunſearchableneſi before mentioned, 
and we ſhall tind, rhat at Ileaft the dithculty of 
dealing effeually with fin 1n its ſeat and throne, 
will be exceedingly encreafed. A decciving and a 
deceived heart, whocan deal with it ? cfpecially 
confidering that the heart imploys all its,deceits 
unto the ſervice of fin, contributes them all to its 
fartherance, All the diſorder that is in the heart. 
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all its falſe promiſes, and fair appearances, pro- 

mote the intereſt and advantages of fin. Hence God 
cautions the pcople to look to it, left their own 

hearts ſhould entice and deceive them. 

Who can mention the treacheries and deceits 
that Ji in the heart of man ? It is not for nothing, 
that the holy Gholi ſo expreſſeth it, It 3s deceitful 
abrue all things; uncertam in what it doth, and 
falſe in what 1t promiſeth. And hence moreover it 
15. amongſt other cauſes, that in the purſuit of our 
war againli fin, we have not only the old work to 
20 over and over, 'but new work ftill while we 
live in this world 3 {till new fſtratagems and wiles 
to deal withall, as the manner wall be where un- 
{carchiblencts: and deceitfulneſs are to be con- 
tended with. 

Tiiere are many other propertics of this ſeat and 
ſalb;c& of the Law of fin, which might be intiſted 
01 to the fame cnd end purpoſe, but that would 
tov far Givert us from our particular defign 3 and 
therefore T ſhall paſs theſe over with ſome tew 
CON!tderations, 

Never lt us reckon that our work in contend- 
ing agaiult tin, in crucitying, mortity:ng, and ſub- 
dung of it, is at anend. The place of its habitation 

15 unſearchable: and when wc may think that we 

ave through ly won the ficld, there 1s Gill fome 
reſerve remaining that we ſaw not, that we knew 
not of. Many Conquerors have 'been ruined by 
thur cerclcfnels attcr a victory 3 and many have 
been {ſpiritually w@eunded after great ſucceſſes 
againtt this cncemiy. David was fo, his great fur- 
ptizal into fin Wes aifer a Jong profeſſion, manifold 
EXPTTIENCES 
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experiences of God, and watchful keeping himſelf 
from his iniquity. And hence in part hath it come 
to paſs, that the protefſion of many hath declined 
in their o/d age, or riper time, which muſt more 
diſtindly be ſpoken to afterwards. They have given 
over the work of mortifying of fin, before their 
work was at an end. There 15 no way for us to pur- 
ſue ſin in its unfearchable habitation, but by being 
endleſs in our purſuit. And that command of the 
Apoſtle which we have, Colo. 3. 5. on this account 
15 as neceflary for them to oblerve, who are to- 
wards the end of their race, as thoſe that are but 
at the beginning of it. Mortifie therefore your mem- 
bers that are m theearth ,, be always doing it whilſt 
youlive in this world. It is true, great ground is 
obtained, when the work is vigorouſly and con- 
ſtantly carried on 3 fin 1s much weakened, fo that 
the ſoul preſſeth forwards towards perfection, 
But yet the work muſt be end, I mean whillt we 
are in this world. Jt we give over, we {hall guick- 
ly ſee this enemy exerting it {clit with new 
ſtrength and vigour. It may be, under {ome great 
zM:Ction, it may be in ſome eminent enjoyment of 
God, in the ſenſe of the {weetneſs of blefied com- 
munion with Chriſt, we have been ready to lay, 
that there was an end of fin, that it was dead and 
gone for ever. But have we not found the con= 
trary by experience ? hath it not manifeſted that it 
was only retired into ſome unſcarchable receffcs of 
the heart, as tots in-being and nature, though 1T 
may be greatly weakened in its power ? Let us 
then reckon on it, that there is no way to have 
our work done, but by always doing of it ; and 
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he who dies fighting in this Warfare, dies aſſufedly 
a Conqueror. 

Secondly, Hath it its reſidence in that which 1s 
various, inconſitant, deceitful above all things, this 
calls for perpetual watchfulneſs againſt it, An open 
enemy that deals by violence only always gives 


ſome reſpite; you know where to have him, and 


what he 1s doing, fo as that ſometimes you may 
ſleep quietly without fear : But againſi adver- 
(arics that deal by deceit and treachery, ( which 
are long ſwords, and reach at the greateſt di- 
ſtance ) nothing will give ſecurity but perpetual 
watchſulneſi, Tt 1s impoſlible we ſhould in this 
caſe be too jealous, doubtful, ſuſpicious, or watch- 
ful. The heart hath a thouſand wiles and deceits, 
and if we are in the leaſt off from our watch, we 
mzy beſure to be ſurpriſ:d. Hence are thoſe re 
iterated commands and cautions given for watch- 
ing, for being circumſped, diligent, careful, and 
the like. There is no living for them who have 
to dcal with an enemy deceitfrel above all things, un- 
leſs they perſitt in ſuch aframe, All cautions that 
are given in this cafe are neceſſary, eſpecially that, 
remember 12t to believe, Doth the heart promiſe fair, 
reſt not on it, but ſay to the Lord Chriſt, Lord, 
do thou undertake for me. Doth the Sun ſhine fair 
in the morning, reckon not therefore on a fair day; 
the clouds may ariſe and fall : though the morn- 
ing give a fair appearance of ſcrenity and peace, 
turbulent affetions may ariſe, and cloud the ſoul 

with fn and darkneſs. 
Thirdly then, commit the whole matter with 
all care and diligence unto him who can ou the 
eart 
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heart to the uttermoſi, and knows how to prevent 
all its treacheries and deceits. In the things before 


' mentioned lies our duty, but here lies our ſafety. 
' There is no treacherous corner im our hearts, 


but he can fearch it to the uttermoſt ; there's no 
deceit in them but he can difappoint it. This 
courſe David takes, Pſal. 139. after he had (et 
forth the Omnipreſence of God , and his Om. 
niſcience, verſe $8, 9, 10. he makes improvement 
of it, verſe 23. Search me, O Lord, and try me. Asif 
he had ſaid, It is but 'a little that I know of my 
deceitful heart, only I would be fancere, I would 
not have reſerves for {in retained therein; where- 
fore do thou, who art preſent with my heart, 
who knoweſt my thoughts long, before, undertake 
this work, perform it throughly, for thou alone art 
able fo todo. 

There are yet other arguments for the evidenc- 


' ing of the power and firength of Indwelling-ſin 


from whence it is termed a Law, which we muſt 


| paſs through according to the order wherein be- 


fore we laid them down. 
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CHAP: IS, rec 


Inthvelling-Sin Enmily againſt God. Thence il 
zts power. Admits of no peace nor reſt : Is to 
againſt God himſelf, Ads it ſelf in aver- 
ſation from God: and propenſity to Evil. 
Ts Univerſal. To all of God. In'all of \. 
the foul. Conſtant. | 


| E have ſeen the ſeat and ſubject of this 5, 
Law of Sin. In the next place we might 
take 2 vicw of its natare in general, which alſo ,. 
will manif.{t its power and efhcacy. But this T 
(hall not enlarge upon 3 1t being not my bulineſs 1; 
to declare the nztzre of Indwelling-Sin, it hath dy 
allo becn done by others. I ſhall therefore only 
in rcfcrence.unto our fpecial defign in hand, con- 
ſider 072 property of if, that belongs unto its nature ; + 
And this a] wayes where ever it is. And this is < 
that which is exprefied by the Apolile, Rom. 8. 7. 5+ 
The carna! mind is enmity again(t God , that which y 
15 here called, CEaVnuce Th gaents, the wiſdom of the in 
fleſh, 15 the fame with the Law of Sin, which we 
infit on. And what ſaycs he hereof? Why it is ,, 
8:0ga wes 76:31» enmity againſt God. It 18 not 
only an Ezemy, for fo poflibly {ome Reconciliation {+ 
of it unto God might be made, but it 15 Enmity it 
{cIf, and fo not capable of accepting any terms of 
peace. Enemies may be reconciled , but enraity 
cannot. Yea, the only way to reconcile Enemies, y 
s to deſtroy the enmity. So the Apoſtle in a t| 
| | Calc 
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cafe tells us, Rom. 5. 10. Ie who were Enemies, are 
reconciled unto-God, that is, a work compalied and 
brought about by the blood of Chriſt; the recon- 
ciling of the greateſt enemies. But when he comes 
to ſpeak of enmity, there is no way for 1t, but it 
mult be aboliſhed and deſiroyed, Eph. 2.15. Hawng 
aboliſhed in his fleſh the enmity : There 15 no way 
to deal with any enmity whatever, but by its abo- 
lition or deſtruction. 

And this alſo lyes in it as it is enmity, that every 
part and parcel of it, if we may ſo ſpeak, the 
leaſt degree of 1t that can poſſibly remain i any 
one, whileft, and where there is any thing of its 
nature, 1s enmity ſtill. It may not be fo etfeCtual 
and powertul in operation, as where it hath more 
life and vigour, but it is enmity thll. As every 
drop of poylon, 15 poyſon, and will infe&, and 
every ſpark of fire, is fire, and will burn. fo1s 
every thing of the Law of Sin, the laft, the leaſt of 
It,*1t 15 enmity, 1t will poyſon, it will buxn. That 
winch 1s any thing in the abſtrad 1s fill fo; whillt 
it hath any bcing at all. Our Apsſtle who may 
well be ſuppoſed to have made as great a progreſs 
in the ſubduing of it, as any one on the earth, yet 
after all cryes out for dcliverance, as trom 2n zrre- 
 concileable Enemy, Kem. 7. 24. The meanett aGting, 
che meancft and molt imperceptible working of it, . 
5 the aGting and working of enmity, Mortification 
abatcs of its f-rce, but doth not change its nature. 
Grace changeth the nature of man, but nothing can 
change the nature of fin. What ever cfle& be 
wrought upon it, there 1s no eff. & wrote 1n it, but 
that it is enmity Rill, ſin il), This then by it is 
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our ſtate and condition. God is love, 1 Fohn 4. 8. 
He is fo in himſelf, eternally excellent and detirable 
above all. Heis fo tow, he is fo in the blood of 


his Son,and in all the inexpreſſible fruits of it, by. 


which weare what we are, and wherein all our fu- 


ture hopes and expectations are wrapped up. ' 


Againtt this God we carry about us an enmity, all 
our dayes. An enmity that hath this from its na- 
ture, that it 15 incapable of cure or reconc:l:ztion. 
Deſtroyed it may be, it thall be, but cured it car.not 
be. It amanhathan Encmy to deal withal that 


is too mighty for him , as David had with Sazl, he 


may take the courſe that he did 3 confider what it is 


that provoked his Enemy againſt him,and fo adreſs. 


himſelf to remove the cauſe and make up his peace, 
x Sam. 26 19. If the Lord have ftirred thee up againſt 
me, let pun accept an Offering, but if they be the 
Children of men, curſed be they of the Lord; Come it 


from God or man,there is yet hopes of peace. But ' 


when a man hath enmity it ſelf to deal withal, no- 
thing 1s to be expected but continual fighting to 
the deſtruction of the one party. If 1t be not over- 


come and dcſiroyed , it will overcome and deſtroy 


the foul. 

And herein lyes no ſmall part of its power which 
we are enquiring, after 3 it can admit of no terms 
of peace, of no compoſition. There may be a 
compoſition , where there 15 no Reconciliation. 
There may be a trace where there is no peace. But 


with this Enemy we can obtain neither the one, . 


nor the other. It is never quiet conquering, nor 
conquered, which was the only kind of Enemy 
that the famous Warriour complained of,of old. It 
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iS in vain for a man to have any expecati8n of 


reft from his Iſt, but by its death, of ab/olute free- 
dom, but by his own. Some in the tumultuating 


of their corruptions, fcek for quietneſs by labouring 


to fatisfie them, making proviſion for the fleſh to ful- 


. fill the Iuſts thereof, as the Apolile ſpeaks, Rom.13.14. 


This is to aflake Fire by Wood and Oyle, As all 
the facl in the world, all the fabrick of the crea- 
tion that 15 combultible, being caſt into the fire, 
will ..ot at all fatisfie it, but increaſe it; fo 1s it 


1 with fatisfation given to fin by inning, it doth 


but inflame and increaſe. It a man will part with 
ſome of his goods unto an enemy, it may (atisfie 


\ him ; but enmity will have all, and is not one whit 


the more ſatisfied, than it he had received nothing 
at all. Like the lean Cattle that were never the 
leſs hungry, for having devoured the fat. You can- 
not bargain with the fire to take but ſo much of 


' your .houſes, ye have no way but to quench it. 


Ic 1s in this caſe, as it 15 in the conteſt between a 
Wiſe Man and a Fool, Prov. 29. 9. Whether he rage 
or laugh, there is no reſt. What ever frame or tcm- 


- perhe be in, his unportunate folly makes him trou- 


bleſome. It is fo with this Indwelling-Sin, whe- 
ther it rage or laugh, whether it violently tumul- 
tuate, as it will do on provocations and temptati- 
ons, it will be outragious in the ſoul, or whether 
It ſeem to be pleaſed and contented, to be fatis- 
ticd, all is one, there is no peace, no reſt to bs had 


 withit, orby it. Had it then been of any other 


nature, ſome other way might have been fixed on, 
but being it confilts in exmity, all the relief the ſoul 
hath muſtlye in its rune. 

Secondly, 


40 Trdwelling-Sin cumily againſt God. 
Secondiy, It 15 not oily faid to by enmity, but it 


1s {aid to be enmity againſt God. It hath choſen a 


great enemy indeed. It 1s 1n "(undry places pro- 
polecd as our Enemy, 1 Pet. 2. 11. Abſtain from jlyhly 


lujts, which warr againſt the ſoul, They arc enc- * 


mics to the ſoul, that is, to our ſelves, Som: time; 
as an Enemy to the Spirit that 1s in us, Ty ji 
 tuſteth or jighteth againſt the Spirit, Gal.5.17. It tights 


againlt the Spirit, or the Spiritual principle that 15+ 


mM us, to conquer it it fights againſt our fouls to 
deltroy them. It hath ſpecial ends and deligns 


againſt our ſouls, and againſt the principle of Grace 


that 15 in us; but its proper formal object is God, 
it 15 enrmity againſt God. It 15 its v7ork to oppole 
Grace, it is a conſequent of its work to oppolc our 
fouls, which follows upon waat it doth, more than 


what it intends : > but ts nature and formal delign_ 
15 to oppole God 3 God as the Law-giver, God as. 
holy, God 2s the Author of the Goſpel, a way of 


ſalvation by Grace, and not by works, 1s the dire 


0bj.ct of the Law of Sin. Why doth 1t oppoſe. 
duty, ſv that the good we would dv, we do not, 
either as to matter or manner? Why doth it render | 
the ſoul carnal, indiſpoſcd, unbeheving , unipuri-} 
tual, weary, wandring ? It 1s becauſe of its enmity? 


to God, whom the foul aims to have communion 
withal in duty. It hath as it were that command 
from Satan , whica the 4ſſrians had from their 


King, Fight neither with ſmau nor great, ſave only! 
with the King of Iſrael, 1 Kings 22. 31. Ic; 1s neither! 
great nor {mall, but God himſelf. the E:ng of Tijrael, | 
that fin (ets it Caf againlt, There |! lyes the ſecret 


torwal reafon of all its oppoſition to good, even 


= 


becauſe 
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becauſe it rclates unto God. May a road, a trade, 


a way of duties be {et tp, where communion with 
God is not aimed at, but only the duty it f{clf, as is 
the manner of mcn in molt of ther ſupcrftitious 


' Worſhip, the oppolition that will Iye againſt © 


from the Law of Sin will be very wcak, eafie and - 
gentle, Oras the Aſſjrians becauſe of his ſhew of 
a King, aſſaulted Fehoſapbat, but when thcy found 
that it was not Ahab, they turned back from pur- 


| ſuing of him. Becauſe there is a ſhew and appear- 


ance of the Worſhip of God, fin may make head 


againlt it at firſt, but when the duty cryes out in 


the heart , that indeed God 1s not there ; Sin turns 
away to ſeek out its proper Enemy, even God 
himſelf cl{ewhere. And hence do many poor 
Creatures ſpend their uayes in diſmal tiring Super= 
fitions, without any great reluCtancy from with= 


 1n, when others cannot be ſuffered freely to watch 


with Chriſt in a {ſpiritual manner one hour. 
And it 15 no wonder that men fight with carnal 
weapons for their Superſtitious - Worſhip withozt, 
when they have no fighting againſt it within. For 
God 15 not in itz and the Law of Sin makes not 
oppolition to any duty, but to God in very duty. 
Thisis our (tate and condition.all the oppolition that 
ariſeth m us unto any thing that 1s ſpiritually 
good, whether it be from darkneſs in the mind, 
or averfation in the will, or ſloth in the Aﬀections, 
all the ſecret arguings and reaſonings that are in 
the foul in purſuit of them, the direct object of 
of them is God himſelf. The cnmity lyes againſt 
him, which conſideration ſurcly thould influence 
us to a perpetual conſtant watchtulneſs over our 
{clves, It 
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It is thus alſo, in reſpe&t of all propenſity unto © 
fin, as well as averfation from God. It is God z 
himſelf that is aimed at. It is true, the pleaſures, 
the wages of ſin do. greatly influence the ſenſual - 
carnall affe&tions of men 3 but it is the Holineſs 
and Authority of God,that ſin it ſelf riſes up againſt: - 
It hates the yoke of the Lord 3 Thou haſt been weary 
of me, ſaith God to ſinners, and that during their 
performance of abundance of duties. Every aQ 
of fin is a fruit of being weary of God. Thus Fob 
tells us, what lycs at the bottom in the heart of- 
ſinners 3 they ſay to the Lord,depart from us ;, it is en- 
mity againſt him and averſation from him. Here . 
lyes the formal nature of every fin, it 1s an oppo- 
fition to God, a caſting off his yoke, a breaking . 
oft the dependance which the Creature ought to; 
have on the Creator. And the Apoſite, Rom. 8. 7. 
gives the reaſon why heafhrms the carnal mind tof 
be enmity againſt God, namely, becaulc it 15 not ſub- \ 
je@ to the will of God, nor indeed can be. It never is, | 
nor Wwi!l, nor can be ſubject to God, its whole na-' 
ture conlilting in an oppolition to him. The ſoul}. * 
wherein it is, may be fubje@ to the Law of God, | 
but this Law of Sin ſets up incontrariety unto it, # 
and will not be in ſubjection. od 
To manitclt a little farther the power of this 
Law of Sin from this property of its nature, that! 
it is enmity againſt God 3 one or two inſeparable | 
Adjunds of it may be*confidered, which will far-* : 


| 
ther evince it. © 
Firlt, It is #niverſal, Some contentions are boun- 

| 


ded unto ſome particular concernments, this 15. 


about one thing, that about another. It iz not ſo 
here 3 
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here; the enmity 1s abſolute and zniverſal, as are 
| all enmitics that are groundcd in the nature of 
” thethings themſelves. Such enmity 1s againft the 
whole kind of that which is its obje&. Such is 
> this enmity 3 for Firſt, It is Univerſal to all of 
: > God; and Secondly, It 15 Univerſal in all of the 
T ſoul. | 
rr _ Firſt, It is #niverſul to all of God. It there were 
+ any thing of God, his nature, properties, his mind 
þ orwill, his Law or Goſpel, any duty of obedience 
f. to him, of communion with him, that fin had net 
- an enmity againli, the ſoul might have a conſtant 
e, thelter and retreat within it felf, by applying it 
\. - {elf to that of God, to that of duty towards him, 
g to that of communion with him, that fin would 
Oo. make no oppoſition againſt, But the enmity lyes 
7. againlt God,and all of God,and every thing wherein 
14 or whereby we have to do with him.lIt 1s not ſub- 
p., je& to the Law, nor any part nor parcel , word 
5, | Ortittle of the Law. Whatever is oppoſite to any 
a- thing as ſuch, is oppoſite unto all of it. Sin is 
al} enmity to God as God, and therefore to all of 
* God. Not his Goodnels, not his Holineſs, not his 
Mercy, not his Grace, not his Promiſes : There is 
not any thing of him, which it doth not make head 
againlt z nor any duty,private,publick,in the heart, ' 
in external works, which it oppoſcth not. And 
the nearer ( if I may fo ſay ) any thing is to God, 
ix- *the greater is its enmity unto it. The more of 
ſpirituality and holineſs is in any thing, the greater 
n- iS1ts enmity. That which hath moſt of God, hath 
. is. Moll of its oppoſition. Concerning them in whom 
{o. this Law is predominant, God ſaycs, Te have ſet @t 
5 D naught 
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naught all my counſel, and you would have none of my 


reproof, Prov. 1. 25. Not this or that part of Gods | 


counſch his mind or will is oppoſed, but all his _ 


counſel, whatever he calleth for , or gnideth unto, 


in every particular of it, all is ſet at naught, and - 


nothing of his reproof attended unto. A man 
would think it not very ſtrange that fin ſhould 
maintain an enmity againſt God in his Law, which 
comes to judge it, to condemn it; but 1t raiſeth a 
greater enmity againſt him in his Goſpel, wherein 
he tenders mercy and pardon, as a deliverance from 


it, and that meerly becauſe more of the glorious {| 


properties of Gods nature, more of his excellencies 
and condeſcenfion, is manifeſfied therein, than in 
the other. 

Secondly, It is univerſ2! in all of the foul, Would 
this Law of Sin have contented it ſelf to have ſub- 
dued any one faculty of the foul, would it have 
left any one at liberty, any one affetion free from 
its yoke and bondage, it might poflibly have been 
with more eaſe oppoſed, or ſubdued. But when 
Chriſt comes with his ſpiritual power upon the 
ſoul to conquer it to himſclf, he hath no quiet 
landing place. He can ſet foot on no ground but 
what he muſt fight for and conquer. Not the mind, 
not an Aﬀccion, not the will, but all is ſecured 
againſt him. And when Grace hath made its en- 
trance 3 yet hn will dwell iz all its coaſts, Were 
any thing in the ſoul at prtetfreedom and liber- 
ty, there a fand might be made to drive it from 
all the reſt of its holds: But it is wniverſal, and 
wars in the whole foul, The mind hath its own 
darkneſs and vanity to wrafile withz the will its 
OWn 
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own ſtubborreſs, obſtinacy and perverſneſs, every 
affeftion its own frowardnc(s and averfation trom 
God, and its (ſenſuality to deal withal 3 ſo that 
one cannot yield relicf unto one another, as they 
ought ; they have as it were, their hands tull 
at home. Hence it is that our knowledge 1s 1im- 
perfe&t, our obedience weak , love not 1mmijxcd, 
fear not pure, delight not free and noble. But I 


muſt not infiſt on theſe particulars, or I could 


abundantly ſhew how diffuſed this principle 
- 42g againſt God is through the whole 
ou 

Secondly , Hereunto might be added its con- 
ſtancy. It is conſtant unto it ſelf, it wavers not, 
it hath no thoughts of yielding or giving over, 
notwithſtanding the powertul oppoſition that 1s 
made unto it both by the Law and Goſpel, as after- 
wards ſhall be ſhewed. 

This then is a third Evidence of the power of 
fin, taken from its nature and properties, wherein 
I have fixed but on one inſtance for its Illuftratt- 
on, namely, that it is enmity againſt God, and that 
univerſal and conſtant. Should we enter upon 4 
full deſcription of it, it would require more ſpace 
and time then we have allotted to this whole ſub-' 
ject. What hath been delivered might give us 
a little ſenſe of it, if it be the will of God, and 
ſtir us up unto watchfulneſs. What can be of a more 
fad conſideration than that we ſhould carry about 
us conſtantly that which is enmity againſt God, and 
that not in this or that particular, but 1n all char 
he is, and in all wherein he hath revealed himſelf. 


I cannot fay it is well with them who find 2t nor. 
D 2 ie 
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It is well-with them indeed in whom it 1s weak- 
ned, andthe power of it abated. But yet for them 


, 
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whoifay it is ot in them, they do but deceive them- 
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A 5 ſelves, and there 1s no truth 1.2 them. 
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CHAP. V. 


Nature of Sin farther diſcovered as it is en- 
mity againſt God. Its averſation from all 
good. opened. Means to prevent the effeFs 
of it preſcribed, 


E have conſidered fomewhat of the na- 
/ ture of Indwelling-fin, not abſolutely, but in 
reference unto the diſcovery of its power. But 
this more clearly evidenceth it (elf in its aings 
and operations. Power i5 an act of lite, and operation 
1s the only diſcoverer of life, We know not that 
any thing lives, but by the effets and works of 
life. And great and firong operations, diſcover 
a powerful and vigorous lite. Such are the opera- 
tions of this Law of fir, which arc all demonlira- 
tions of its power. 
That which we have declared concerning its 
' nature, is that it conſilts in enmity. Now there are 
two general heads of the working or operation of 
enmity. Firlt, Averſation. Secondly, Oppoſition. 
Eirlt, Averſatzon. Our Saviour deſcribing the 
enmity that was between himſelf and the Teachers 
of the Jews, by the cffeRs of it, faith in the Pro- 
phet, My ſoul loathed them,. and their ſoul alſo ab- 
hovrred 
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: horred me, Zach. 7. 8. Where there is mutual en- 
 mity, there is mutual averſation, loathing, and abo- 


mination. So it was between the Jews and the 


- Samaritans, they were enemies, and abhorred one 


| another; as Foh. 4. 5. 


Secondly, Oppoſition, or contending againſt one 
another, 1s the next product of enmity, Iſa. 63.10. 
Fe was terned to be their enemy, and he fought againſt 
them, ſpeaking of God towards the people. Where 
there is enmity, there will be fighting, it 15 the pro- 
per and natural produd of it. Now both theſe 


[- effets are found in this Law of ſir. 


Mr > Lan 


Firſt, For A4verſation, there is an averſation in it 


unto God, and every thing of God, as we have in 


part diſcovered in handling the enmity it felf, and 
{o ſhall not need much to infift upon 1t again. All 
indifpoſttion unto daty, wherein communion with 
God is to be obtained, all wearimefſ of duty, all 
carnality or formality under duty, it all ſprings 
from this root. The wife man cautioas us againfi 
this evil, Eecleſ. 5. 1. When thau goeſt to the houſe of 
Gd, keep thy foot. Halt thou any ſpiritual duty to 
perform, and dolt thou deſign the attaining of any 
communion with God ? look to thy felf, take care 
of thy affedions, they will be gadding and wan- 
dring, and that from their aver/ation to what thou 
haſt in hand. There is not any good that we 
would do, wherein we may not find this averſa- 
tion exerciſing it ſelf. hen I would do good, evil is 
preſent with me ,, at any time, at all times, when | 
would do any thing that is ſpiritually good, it is 
preſent; that is, to hinder me, to obſtruct me in 


my duty, becauſe it abhors and loaths the thing 
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which I have in hand, it will keep me off from it if | 


it be poſſible. In them in whom 1t preva1ls, it 
comes at length unto that frame which is ex- 
preſſed, Ezech. 33.31. It will allow an outward 
hodily preſence unto the worſhip of God, wherein 
it 15 not concerned, but it keeps the heart quite 
away. 

It may be ſome will pretend, they find it not {o 
in themſelves, but they have freedom and liberty 1n 
and unto all the duties of obedience that they at- 
tend unto. But I fear, this pretended liberty will be 
found upon examination toariſe from one or both 
of theſe cauſes. Firſt, Ignorance of the true liate and 
condition of their own ſouls, of their inward man 
and its aGiings towards God. They know not how 
it js with them, and therefore are not to be be- 
leved in what they report. They are 1n the dark, 
and n:ither know what they do, nor whether they 
are going. It 1s like the Phariſee knew little of this 
mattcr, which made him boaſt of his dutics ta 
God himſcit. Or, fecondly, It may be what ever 
dutics of worſhip or obedicnce ſuch perſons per< 
torm, they may through want of faith, and an 1n- 
rcreſt in Chriſt, have no communion with God in 
them. And if ſo, fin will make but little oppoſition 
unto them therein. We ſpeak of them whole hearts 
arc excrcited with theſe things, and if under their 
complaints of them, and groanings for deliverance 
trom them, others cry out unto them, Stand off, 
we are holier than ye, they are willing to bear their 
condition, as knowing that their way may be lafe, 
though 1: be troubleſome, and being willing to 
tee their own dangers, that they may avoid the 
raine wich others fall into. Let 
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Let us then a little conſider this averſation 1n 
ſuch a&s of obedience, as wherein there is no 
concernment but that of God and the ſoul. In pub- 
lick duties there may be a mixture of other conti- 
derations; they may be ſo influenced by cuſtom 
and neceſſity, that a right judgment cannot from 
them be made of this matter. But let us take into 
conſideration the duties of retirement, as private 
Prayer and Meditation, and the likez or cle extra- 
ordinary duties, or duties to be pertormed in an 
extraordinary manner. 

Firſt, In theſe will this averſation and loathing 
oftentimes diſcover it ſelf in the affeFions, A ſe> 
cret ſtriving will be in them about cloſe and cor- 
dial dealing with God. Unleſs the hand of God in 
his Spirit be high and ſirong upon the ſoul, even 
when convictions, ſenſe of duty, dear and real 
elteem of God, and communion with him, have 
carried the ſoul into its cloſet, yet it there be not 
the vigour and power of a ſpirit: life conſtantly 
at work, there will be a ſecret lothn:fs in them 
unto duty z yea, ſometimes there will bs a violent 
inclinat on to the contrary 3 fo that the ſoul had 
rather do any thing, embrace any d4:verſion, though 
it wound it (elt thereby, than vigorouſly apply 
it (elf unto that which in the inward man 
it breaths after. Itis weary before 1t begins, and 


ſays, When will the work be over ? Here God and 


the ſoul are jmmediately concerned, and it 1s a 
great conqueſt to do what we would, though we 
come exceedingly ſhort of what we ſhould do. 
Secondly, It diſcovers it ſelf in the Miad alfo ; 
When we addre(s our fclves to God in Chriſt, we 

D 4 are 


:2 Arerſation from all that is Good in Sin, 
+ } 0 lpeans, t» fill our mouthes with arguments, 
, <5- 4+. that we may be able to plead with 
him, as he calls upon us to do, Iſa. 43. 26. Put me 
in remembrance, let us plead tigether. Whence the 
Church is called upon to take unto it ſelf words or 
arguments jn going to God, Hyf. 14. 2. The ſum 
15, that the Mind ſhould be furniſhed with the con- 


ſiderations that are prevailing with God, and be in 


readine(5 to plead them, and to manage them in the 
moſt ſpiritual manner to the beſt advantage. Now 
1s there no difficulty to get the mind into ſuch a 
frame, asto lay outit ſelf co the utmoſt in this 
work? to be clear, ſieddy, and conſtant in its du- 
ty? Todraw out, and make uſe of its ſtores and 
furniture of promiſes and experiences ? It ſtarts, 
wanders, flags all from this {ccret averſition unto 
communion with God, which procceds trom the 
Law of Irdwtiling-fim. Some complain that thcy can 
make no work of Meditation, they cannot bend 
theirminds urto it. I contc(s there may be a great 
c2uſc of this, 11 tihcir want of a right underttand- 
ing of the duty it felt, and of the ways of manage- 
mg the foulin it, which theretore I (hall a lictle 
{ſpeak to afterwards. . But yct this ſecret enmity hath 
1ts hand in the loſs thcy are at alſo, and that both 
in their minds and in their affections. Others are 
forced to live in family and publick duties, they 
find ſuch little benefit and fuccelsin private. And 
here hath becn the beginning of the Apeſtaſie of ma-+ 
ny Profcflors, and the tource of many fooliſh ſea- 
fual opinions. Finding this averſation in their 
minds and atfk.ctions from cloſeneſs ard conſtancy 
m private ſpiritual dutics, not knowing how to 

| conquer 
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- conquer and prevail againft theſe difficulties 
' through him who enables us, they have at f:{t been 
| ſubdued to a negle&t of them, firſt partiz!, then 
= total, until having loſt all conſcience of them; they 
have had a door opened unto all fin and licentiouſ(s 
nels, and fo to a full and utter Ap:ſtaſte. I zm per- 
| ſwaded there are very few that apytatiſe trom a 
' profeſſion of any continuance, fuch as our days 
* abound withall, but their door of entrance into the 
| folly of back-ſliding, was either ſome great and 
| notorious fin that bloodied their confciences, tainted 
| their affections, and intercepted all delight of hav- 
| ing any thing more to do with God; orclſc 1t was 
| acourſe of neglect in private duties, ariling from a 
| wearineſs of contending againli that powerful 
| averſation Which they found in themſelves unto 
- them, And this allo through the craft of Satan 
hath been improved into many foolſh and ſenſual 
' opinions, of /ivzng unto God without, and above any 
: duties of communion, And we tind, that aitcr men 
| have tor a while choaked and blinded their con- 
| ſciences with this pretence, curſed wickedneis or 
| {cnſuality hath been the cnd of their folly. And the 
{ reaſon of all this is, that the giving way to the 
Law of ſin in the leaſt, is the giving firength unto it 2 
To let it alone 1s to ler it grow, not to conquer it 1s 
to be conquered by it. | 

As it 1s in reſpect of private, fo it is alfo-in re- 
{peEt of pablick dutics, that have any thing extraor- 
' dinary in them. What ſtrivings, firuglings, and 
pleadings are there in the heart about them, cſp&- 
cially againſt the ſpirituality of them, Yea, in and 
under them, will not the mind and aff. tions 
ſometimes 
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ſometimes be intangled with things wncouth, new 


and firange unto them, fach as at the time of the 


leaſt (crtous batinel(s, a man would not deign to | 
take into his thoughts, But if the leaſt looſe, liberty 
or advantage bc given unto Indweliing-fin, if it be | 


Ez, 


foul uncloath any duty what ever, private or pub- | 
lick, any thing that 1s called Good, let a man diveſt | 
it of all outward reſpe&s which ſecretly infinuate | 


not perpetually waiched over, it will work to a 
ſtrange and an uncxpected iſſue. In brict, let the 


themſelves into the mind, and give it ſome com- 
placency m what it is about, but do not render it 
acceptable unto God, and he ſhall aſſuredly find 
ſomewhat of the power, and ſome of the effects of 
this averſation, Ic begins in lothneſs and indiſpo- 
fition, goes on with mtangling the mind and af- 
fetions with other things, and will end, if not 
prevented, in wearneſſ of God, which he complains 
of in his people, If. 43. 22. They ceaſ:d from 
duty becauſe they were weary ot God, 

Bur this mftance being ot great unportance unto 
Proteilors in their walking with God, we muſt not 
paſs it over without ſome intimations of directi- 
ons for them in their contending againſt it, and 
oppoſition to it- Only this muſt be premiſed, that 
] am not giving dircions for the mortifying of 
Indwelling-fin in general, which 1s to be done alone 
by the Spirit of Chriſt, by vertue of our union with 
him, Rom.8. 13. but only of our particalar duty, 
with reference unto this eſpecial evil or «ffec&t of 
Indweling-ſin that we have a little infiftted on, or 
what in this ſizglecaſe the wiſdom offaith ſeems 
to dire unto, and call for ; which will be our 

way 
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+ way and courſe in our proceſs upon the confidera- 
+ tion of other effects of it. 


Firſt, The great means to prevent the fruitsard 


? eftecs of this averſation, 1s the conſtant keeping v£ 
- the ſoul in an univerſally holy frame. As this 


weakens the whole Lzw of fin, fo anſwerably all 
its properties z and particularly this averſation, 
It is this frame only that will enable us to tay with 


; the Pſalmiſt, Pſal. 57. 7, My heart is fixed, O God, my*= 
| heart is fixed, It 1s utterly impoſſible to keep the 


{ heart in a prevailing holy frame in any one duty, 


| unleſs it beſo inand unto all a4 every one. If fin 


intanglements get hold in any one thing, they will 
put themſelves upon the ſoul in every thing. A con= 
liant even frame and temper in all duties, in all 
ways, 1s the only preſervative for any one? way. Let 
not him who 1s negleCtive in publick, perſwade him- 


{ felf, that all will be clear and cafe in private, or on 
- the contrary. There is an harmony in ob:dience,- 


break but one part and you interrupt the whole, 
Our wounds 1n particular ariſe generally from ne- 
glizence as to the whole courſe. So David informs 
as, P/al. 119. 6. Then ſhall I not be aſhamed, when I 
have a reſet unto all thy commandments. An univerſal 
rc{pcA to all Gods commandments, 15s the only 
preſervative from ſhame. And nothing have we 
more reaſon to be aſhamed of, than the ſhametul 
miſcarriages of our hearts in point of duty, which 
are from the principle before mentioned. 

Secondly, Labour to prevent the very beginnings 
of the workings of” this averſation ; let grace be 
bcfore-hand with it in every duty. We are di- 
rected, 1 Pet, 4.7. tO watch unto prayers and as it 

| 'S 
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35 unto prayer, ſo unto every duty that is, to con- | 
{ider and take care that we be not hindered from - 
within, nor from without, as to a due perfor- | 
mance of it, Watch againſt temptations to op- | 
poſe them, watch againſi the Averſation that 1s | 


in {in to prevent it. As we are not to give place to 


Satan, no more are we to tin, It it be not pre- | 
vented in its firlt attempts, it will prevail. My 


meaning 1s, whatever Good, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 
we have to do, and find evil preſent with us, as we 
(hall find it preſent, prevent its parlying with the 
ſoul, its infinuating of poiſon mito the mind and 
Aﬀecctions, by a v:gorous, holy, violent ſtirring up 
of the grace, or graces that are tobe acted and ſct 
at work pecularly in that duty. Let Facob come 
firſt into the world, or it prevented by the vio- 
lence of Eſz, lt him Jay hold on his heel to over- 
throw him, and obtain the birth-right, Upon the 
very tirtt motion of Peter to our Saviour , crying, 
Maſter, ſp.zr2 thy feif, he nmm«cdiately replycs , get 
thee behind me Satan. So ought we to fay, get thee 
gone thou Law of Sin, thou prcſcnt evil, and it 
ryay be of the ſame uſe unto us. Get grace then 
up betimes unto Duty, and becarly in the rebukes 
of fan. 

Thirdly, Though it do its worſt, yet be ſure it 
Never prevail to a conqueſt, Be ſure you be not 
wearied out by its pertinacy, nor driven froni your 
hold by its importunity 3 Do not faint by its oppo- 
{ition. Take the Apoſtles advice Heb. 5. 11. We 
deſire that every one of yor,, do ſhew the ſame diligence to 
the full affierance of hope #nto the end that ye be not 
tHrbfa!, Still hold out in the fame diligence. 

There 
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' There are many wayes whereby - men are driven 


from a conſiant holy performance of dutis, all of 


: them dangerous, it not pernitious to the ſoul.Some 
- are diverted by buſineſs, ſome by company, ſome 


by the power of temptations, ſome diſcouraged by 


- their own darkneſs 3 but none ſo dangerozs as this, 


when the ſoul gives over in part, or in whole, as 
wearied by the Averſation of fin unto it, or to 
communion with God in it. This argues the fouls 
giving up of it (clf unto the power of fin, which 


unleſs the Loxd break the ſnare of Satan therein, 
{ will aſſuredly prove ruinous. Our Saviours in- 


ſtruction is, that we ought alwayes to pray, and not 
to faint, Luke 18. 1. Oppoſition will ariſe, none ſo 
bittex and keen as that from our own hearts ; 
if we faint we periſh. Take beed left you be wearied, 
ith the Apolile , and faint in your minds, Heb. 
12. 3. Such a fainting as 1s attended with a wearineſſ 
and that with a giving place to the Averſation 
working in our hearts, 1s to be avoided, if we 
would not periſh. The caution is the fame with 
that of the ſame Apoſile, Rom, 12. 12. Rejoycing 
in hope, patient in tribulation , continuing inſtant in 
prayer. And in general with that of Chap. 6, 12. 
Let not ſin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye 
ſhould obey it in the luſt thereof, To ceaſe from du- 
ty, in part, or in whole, upon the Averſation of 
ſin unto its ſpirituality, 15 to give fin the Rule, and 
to obey it in theJuſt thereof. Yield not then unto 
it, but hold out the conflict; wait on God and ye 
ſhall prevail, Iſa. 40.31. They that wait upon the 
Lord ſhall renew their ſtrength, they ſhall mount up 
with wings as Eaples, they ſhall run and ngt be — 
an 
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and they ſhall walk and nt fant, But that which 
is now ſo difficult, will increaſe in difficulty if we * 
give way untoit. But if we abide in our ſtation, | 
we ſhall prevail, the mouth of the Lord hath ſpo- | 
ken it. . | 
Fourthly, Carry about a conſtant humbling ſenſe 
of this cloſe averſation unto 'ſpiritualneſs that yet 
lyes in our ature. . If men find the efficacy of it, 
what fpould, what conſideration can be more power- 
ful to bring chem unto humble walking with God. 
That after all the diſcoveries that God hath made 
of himſelf unto them, all -the kindneſs they have 
received from him ; His doing of them good and 
not evil in all things, there ſhould yet be ſuch an 
heart of unkindneſs and unbelief, Kill abiding, as 
to have an Averſation lying in it to Commanion 
with Him: How ought the thoughts of it to caſt us | 
mto the duſt, to fill us with ſhame and felf-abhor- 
rency all our days? What have we found in God in 
any of our approaches or addrefſes unto him,that it 
ſhould be thus with us ? What iniquity have we 
found in him ? Hath he been a Wilderneff #nto us, or 
a L md of Darknet? Did weever Iole any thing by 
drawing nigh unto im ? Nay, hath not therein 
' Iyenall the reſt and peace which we have obtained ? 
Is not he the Fountain and Spring of all our mer- 
cies, of all our defirable things ? Hath he not bid 
us welcome at our coming ? Have we not re- 
ceived from him more than heart can conceive, 
or tongue expreſs ? What ails then our fouliſh and 
wretched hearts, to harbour ſuch a curſed ſecret 
* diflike of him and his wayes ? Let us be aſhamed 


and aſtoniſhed at the conſideration of it, and walk in 
an 
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an humbling ſenſe of it all our dayes, Let us car- 
ry it about with us in the molt ſecret of our 


! thoughts. And as this is a Duty in it ſelf acceptable 


unto God, who delights todwell with them chat 


| are of an humble and contrite ſpirit; (o it 1s of ex- 


ceeding efficacy to the weakening of the evil we 
treat of. 

Fifthly, Labour to poſſeſs the mind with the 
beauty and excellency of ſpiritual things, that fo 
they may be preſented /ovely and defirable to the 
foul, and this curſed averſation of fin will be weak- 
ned thereby, It is an innate acknowledged prin: 
ciple, that the ſoul of man will not keep up chear= 
fully unto the Worſhip of God, unleſs it have a dif- 
covery of a beauty and commelineſs init. Hence 
when men had loft all fpiritual ſenſe and favour 
of the things of God, to ſupply the want that was 
In their own ſouls, they invented outwardly pom- 
pous and gorgeous wayes of worſhip, in Imager, 
Paintings, PiGures,and I know not what carnal orna- 
ments which they have called the b:autzes of bolineſf. 
Thus much however was diſcovered therein, that 
the mind of man muſt ſee a beazty, a defirableneſs 
in the things of Gods Worthip, or it will not de- 
light in it 3 averſaton will prevail. Let then the 
foul labour to acquaint it {lf with the ſpiritual 
beauty of obedience, of Communion with God, and 
of all Daties of immediate approach to him, that 
it may be filled with delight in them. It 1s not my 
preſent work to diſcover the heads and ſprings of 
that beazty and deſirableneſs which 1s in ſpiritual 
duties, in their relation to God, the eternal ſpring 
of all beauty, to Chriſt, the Love, deſire, and hope 
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of all Nations, to the Spirit the great Beautifier of ' 
fouls, rendering them by his grace all glorious 

within, in their ſuitablenel(s to the fouls of Men, as 

to their a&ings towards their Jalt end, in the re- 
ctitude- and holineſs of the Rule in attendance 

whereunto they are to be performed; But I only , 
ſay at preſent in general, that to acquaint the ſoul 
:hroughly with theſe things isan eminent way of | 
weakning the Averſation ſpoken of. 


The Work of this Enmity againſt God, by way * 
of Oppoſetion. Firſt, It inſteth. Wherein | 
the luſting of Sin conſiſteth. It ſurprizing 4 
of the ſoul. Readineſs to cloſe with Temp- | 
tations. Its fighting and warring. (1.) I: | 

. Rebellion againſt the Law of Grace. (2.)In | 
Aſſaulting the ſoul, 


Ow this enmity worketh by way of Averſa- 
| tion hath been declared, as allo the means 
that the ſoul is to uſe for the preventing of its cf- 
tects and prevalency, The ſecond way whereby it 
exerts its {cli is Oppoſition. Enmity will »ppoſe and 
contend with that wherewith it is at enmity. It 
is fo in things natural and moral. As light and 
darkneſs , heat and cold, fo vertue and vice op- 
poſe each other. So 1s it with fin and Grace, faith 
the Apoſtle, theſe are contrary one to the other, 
Gal. 5. 17, arTizurre dwinas ,, they are Placed and 
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ſet in mutual oppoſition , and that continually and 
conſtantly, as we ſhall ſec. 

Now there are two wayes whereby Enemies 
mannage an oppolition, Firſt, By force: and 
S.condly, by fax and deceit. So when the Egyp- 
tians became Enemies to the Children of T/rae!, and 
mannaged an enmity againlt them, Exyd. 1. 10. 
Pharaoh faith, Let us deal wiſely, or rather cunningly 
and ſubtilly with this People 3 tor fo Srephen with 
reſpect to this word, expreſſeth it, Air 7.19. by 
xaTa6ogi0 ue @ , He uſed all manner of fraudulent 
Sophiſtry. And unto this deceit they added force, in 
their grievous oppreſſions. This is the way and 
manner of things where there is a prevailing en- 
mity, And both theſe are made uſe of by the Law 
of Sin in 1ts enmity againlt God, and our ſouls. 

I ſhall begin with the Fult 3 or its aings as it 
were in a way of forc*, in an open down-right op- 
poſition to God and his Law, or the Good that a 
Believing foul would do in obedience unto God, 
and his Law. And in this whole matter, we mult 
be carctul to ſtear our courſe aright, taking the 
Scripture for our Guide, with Spiritual Reaſon and 
Experience for our Companions, For there are 
many Shclves in our courſe, which mult diligently 
beavoided, that none who conſider theſe things 
be troubled without cauſe, or comforted without a 
juit foundation. 

In this Fir way, whereby this fin exerts its en- 
mity 1n oppolition, namely, as it were by firce or 
ſtrength, there are four things exp:efſing ſo many 
diſtin& degrees in its progrc(s and procedure mm 
the purſuit of its enmity. 

E Firſt, 
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Firſt, Its general Inclivation, it /zſteth, Gal.5.17. 

Secondly, Its particular way of contending , it 
fights or wars, Rom, 7. 23. Fames 4. 1. 1Pet.2. 11. 

Thirdly, Its fuccels in this conteſt, it brings the 
ſoul into Captivity to the Law of Sin, Rom. 7. 23. 

Fourthly,lts growth and rage upon ſucceſs, it 
comes up to madnefi, as an enraged Enemy will 
do, Eccleſ.9.3. All which we muſt ſpeak to in 
order. 

Firſt, In general it 1s faid to Luſt, Gal. 5. 17. 
The fleſh luſteth againſt the Spirit. This word ex- 
prefſeth the general nature of that oppoſition 
which the Law of Sin maketh againſt God, and 
the Rule of his Spirit or Grace in them that believe. 
And therefore the-leaſt degree of that oppotition 
15 expreſſed hereby. When it doth any thing it 
lujteth. As becauſe burning is the general aCting of 
fire, what ever it doth elſe, 1t doth alſo barn. When 
fire doth any thing, it burns: And when the Law 
of Sin doth any thing, it Juſt, 

Hence a!l the aQtings of this Law of Sin are cal- 
led the {wits of the fleſh, Gal. 5,16. Ye ſpall not ful- 
fil the Iujts of the fleſh, Rom. 13.14. Make no pro- 
viſion for the fleſh to fulfil the luſts thereof. Nor arc 
thefe Js of the fleſh thoſe only whereby men act 
their ſenſ#ality in riot, drunkenneſs, uncleanels, and 
the like, but they comprehend all the aGings of 
the Law of Sin whatever in all the faculties and 
AﬀcRions of the foul. Thus Epheſ. 2.3. We have 
mentzon of the defrres, or wilis, or luſts of the mind, 
as well as of the fleſh. The mind the moſt ſpiritu- 
al part of the foul hath its /xſts, no leſs than the 
ſenſual appetit?, which ſeems ſometimes more pro- 
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perly to be called the fleſh. And in the products 
of thele Julis, there are defilements of the Spirit, 
as well as of the fleſh, 2 Cor. 7. 1. that is, of the 
mind and underſtanding, as well as of the Appetite 
and Aﬀections, and the body that attends their 
ſervice. And in the blameleſneſi of all theſe conſiſts 
our holineſs, 2 Theſf. 5. 23. The God of peace, ſan- 
fifie you wholly, and 1 pray God your whole Spirit, 
and ſoul, and body be preſerved blameleſs unto the 
coming of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, Yea, by the fleſh 
in this matter the whole Old man, or the Law of 
* Sin 1s inteuded, John 3. 6. That which is born of the 
' fleſhis fleſh; that is, 1t 1s all fo, and nothing elle. 
- And what cver remains of the o/d nature in the 
new man 15 fleſh ſtill And this fleſh Iufteth; this 
Law of Sin doth fo, which is the general bottom 
and foundation of all its oppotition unto God. 
And this it doth two wayes. 

Firſt, In an hidden cloſe propenſity unto all evil, 
This lyes in it habitzaly, Whileft a man is in the 
ſtate of nature, fully under the power and domi- 
nion of this Law of Sin, it 1s faid, that every figment 
of his heart i evil, and that continually, Gen. 6. 5. 
It can frame, faſhion, produce, or act nothing but 
what is evil : becauſe this habitual propenſity unto 
evil, that is in the Law of Sin, is abſolutely predo- 
minant in ſuch a one. It 1s in the heart like pozſor: 
that hath nothing to allay its venemous .qualities, 
- and (© infets whatever it touches. And where 
the power and dominion of it is broken, yet in its 
own nature it hath ſtill an habitual propenſity unto 
that which is evil, wherein its /zt:ng doth conſiſt. 

But here we muſt diſtinguiſh between the habi- 
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tual frame of the heart, and the natural propenſity or 
habitual inclination of the Law of Sin in the heart. 
The habitual inclination of the heart is denominated 
from the principle that bears Chicf or Soveraign 
Rule init; and therefore in Belicvers it is unto 
Good, unto God, unto holineſs, unto obedience. 
The heart is not habitually inclined unto evil by 
the remainders of Indwelling Sin, but this Sin in 
the beart hath a conſtant hahitual propenſity unto 
evil in its ſelf, or its own nature. This the Apo- 
file intendsby its being preſent with #s, it is preſent 
with me, that is,alwayes,and for its own end which 
is to lt unto in. 

It is with Indwelling-Sin as with a River 
whileſt the Springs and Fountains of it are open, 
and waters are continually fupplyed unto its 
ſtreams, {ct a damm before it, and it cauſeth it to 
riſe and (well, untill it bear down all, or overflow 
the bawks about it. Let theſe waters be abated, 
drycd up in ſome good mealure, in the ſprings of 
them, and the remainder may be coerced and re- 
ſtrained. But {ill as long as there is any running 
water it will conſtantly preſs upon what ſtands be- 
fore it, according to its weight and ſtrength, be- 
caule it is 1ts nature fo to do. And if by any means 
1t make a paſſage, it will proceed. So isit with 1n> 
dwelimg-Sin , wrulctit the ſprings and fountains of 
it are open, in vain 1s 1t for men to ſet a damm 
before 1: by their convidions, reſolutions, vowes 
and promiſes. Thcy may check it for a while, 
but 1t will increaſe, riſe high, and rage at one time 
or another, until 1t bears down all thoſe convi- 
Ctions and rcfolutions, or makes it (elf an under- 

grounds 


r 


Oppoſetion of Sin unto God. 63 


ground-paſſage by ſome ſecret luſt that ſhall give a 
full vent unto it. But now ſuppolc that the ſprings 
of it are much dryed up by Regenerating Grace, 
the ſtreams or aQtings of it abated by Holineſs, yet 
whilelt any thing remains of it, it will be preſſing 
conſtantly to have vent, to preſs forward into actual 
{mn. And this is its luſting, 

And this habitual propenſity in it is diſcovered 
two wayes. 

Firſt, In its #nexpeGFed ſurprizals of the ſoul into 
fooliſh ſinful figments and imaginations which it 
looked not for, nor was any occaſion adminiitred 
unto them, It is with Indwelling-Sin, as it is with 
the contrary principle of ſan&ifying Grace. This 
gives the ſoul, if I may ſo fay, many a bleſſed Jr- 


, prizal. It oftentimes ingenerates and brings forth 


an. holy ſpiritual frame in the heart and mind, 
when we have had no previous rational contide- 
rations to work them thcreunto. And this mant- 
teſts 1t to be an h2bitual principle prevailing in the 
mind : So Cant. 6. 12. Or ever I was aware my 
ſorel made me as the Chariots of Aminidab; that 15s, 
tree, willing and ready for communion with 
Chriſt. YT RY, IT hnw not, it was done by the 
power of the Spirit of Grace, ſo that I took no 
notice of it, as it were, until it was done. The fre- 
quent aGings of Grace in this manner, exciting 
ads of faith, love and complacency in God, are 
Evidences of much firengrth and prevalency of it 
in th= ſoul, And thus alſois it wich Tndwellings 
Sin, ere the ſoul is aware, without any provocati- 
on or temptation, when it knows not, it is caſt 
into a vain and fooliſh frame. Sin produceth its 
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figments ſecretly in the heart, and prevents the minds 
conſideration of what it 15 about, IT mean hereby 
thoſe 4Gus primo prima, firſt acts of the ſoul, which 
are thus far involantary, as that they have not the 
anal conſent of the Will unto them 3 but . are vo- 
luntary as far as fin hath its reſidence in the Will. 
And theſe ſurprizals, if the foul be not awake to 
take ſpeedy care for the prevention of their ten- 
dency, do oftentimes ſet all as it were on fire, and 
engage the; mind and affections into acual fin. 
For as by Grace we are oftentimes ere weare aware 
made as the Chariots of a willing people, and are far 
engagcd in heavenly-mindedneſs and communion 
with Chriſt, making ſpeed in 1t as ina Chariot ; fo 
by ſin are we oftentimes, exe we are aware, Car- 
ried into dittempered aff-&ions, fooliſh imaginati- 
ons, and pleating delightfulneſs m things that are 
not good nor profitable. Hence is that caution of 
the Apoſlile, Gal. 6. 1. + mecang'y, If a manbe 
ſarprizcd at unawares with a fault or in a tran(- 
grcllion. I doubt not but the ſubtilty of Satan, and 
the power of temptation , are there taken into 
conſideration by the Apolile, which cauſeth him 
to expreſs a mans falling into fin, by #v mpeangh7, 
it he be ſurpriztd, So this working of Indwelling- 
Sin alſo hath its conſideration in it , and that in 
the Cchzefeſt place without which nothing elfe could 
ſarprize us. For without the help thereof, what- 
ever comes from without,from Satan,or the world, 
muſt admit of ſome parley in the mind before it be 
reccived, but jt is from within, from our felves 
that we are ſwrprized. Hereby are we difſap- 
pointed and wrought oyer to do that which we 
would 
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would not, and hindered from the doing cf that 
which we would. 

Hence it 1s, that when the foul is oftentimes do- 
ing as it were quite another thing, engaged quite 
upon another detign, tin ſtarts that in the hcart or 
1maginations of it, that carryes it away into that 
which is evil and ftinful. Yea, to maniteſt 1ts pow- 
er, ſometimes when the ſoul is ferioufly engaged 
in the mortification of any fin, '1t will by one means 
or other lead it away into a daliance with that ve- 
ry fin whoſe ruine it is (ecking, and whoſe mor- 
tification it is engaged in. But as there 1s in this 
Opcration of the Law of Sin, a ſpecial enticing or 
entangling, we ſhall ſpeak unto it fully afterwards. 
Now theſe ſurprizails can be trom nothing but an 
haitual propenſity unto evil in the principle from 
whence they proceed. Not an habitual inclinati- 
on unto actual fin in the mind or heart, but an 
habitual propenſity unto evil in the ſin that 15 in 
the mind or hcart. This prevents the foul with 
its figments. How much communjon with 
God 1s hereby prevented , how many Meditati- 
ons are dilturbed, how much the minds and Con- 
{ciences of Mcn have been defiled by this acting 
of (in, ſome may have obſerved. I know no grea- 
ter burthen in the lite of a Believer than thele z7- 
v:luntary ſurprigals of foul > Involuntary I fay, as 
to the aual conſent of the Will, but not fo in re- 
{pet of that corruption which 1s 1n the Will, 
and is the Principle of them. And it is in rcfpect 
unto theſe, that the Apolile makes his complaint, 
Rom. 7. 24. - 

Secondly, This hahitzal inclination manifeſts it 

E 4 (elf 
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ſelt in its readineſs and prompeneſi, without diſpute 
or altercation to joyn and cloſe with every tem- | 


ptation, whereby it may poſſibly be excited. As 


we know it is in the nature of fire to burn, becauſe | 


It immediately lays hold on what ever 1s combuſtible, 
Let any temptation what ever bez propoled unto 
a man, the ſuitableneſs of whole matter unto his 
corruptions, or manner of its propoſal, makes it a 
temptation z immediately he hath not only to do 
with the temptation as outwardly propoſed, but 
alſo with his own heart about it. Without farther 


conſideration or debate, the temptation hath got a 


triend in him. Not a moments fpace 1s given be- 
twecn the propoſal, and the neceſſity there 1s in- 
cumbent on the ſoul to louk to its enemy within. 
And this aiſo argues a conſtant habitzal propenſity 
anto evil. Our Saviour {aid of the affaults and 
temptations cf Sathan, The Prince of this world 
com-th, and he hath ro part 172 me, Tb. I 4. 30. He 
had more cnmPta !t10NS 177 tenſrvely and extenſively, in 
number, quality ans fizrceneſe, from Sathan aud 
the world, than ever had any of the ſons of men : 
Bit yet in all of them, hehad to deal only with 
| that which came from without. His holy heart had 
noching tolike them, ſuited to them, or ready to 
give them entertainment : The Prince of this world 
had nothing in him. Sy it was with Adam , when a 
temptation bef.]l him, he had only the o#tward 
propoſal of it to look unto, all was well within, 
anti! the outward tcmptation took place and pre- 
valled, With us it is not fo, 

Ina City that is at unity in it ſelf, compact and 


»1tire, without diviſions and parties, if an enemy 
approach 


- 
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roach about it, the Rulers and Inhabitants have 

Bo thoughts at all but only how they may oppolc ' 
the enemy without, and reſiſt him in his ap» 
proaches. But if the City be divided in 1t ſelf, if 
there be factions and Traitors within, the very firſt 
thing they do, is to look to the enemies at home, 
the Traitors within; tocut off the head of Sheba, 
if they will be ſafe. All was well with Adam with- 
in doors, when Sathan came, ſo that he had ho- 
thing to do but to look to his affaults and ap. 
proaches. But now onthe acceſs of any tempta- 
tion, the ſoul is inſtantly to look i, where it ſhall 
find this Traitor at work, cloling with the baits 
of Sathan, and ſtealing away the heart. And thisit 
doth always, which evinceth an habitual inclina- 
tim, Pſal, 38. 17. faith David, I am ready to halt, 
or for halting , 712) Uhyy 18 05, I am prepared and 
diſpoſed unto hallucination, to the ſlipping of my 
foot into fin, verſe 16. as he expounds the meaning 
of that phraſe, Pſa}. 73. 2, 3. There was from 
Indwelling-ſin a continual diſpoſition in him to be 
ſlipping, ſtumbling, halting on every occaſion or 
cemptation. There 15 nothing fo vain, fooliſh, ri- 
diculous, fond, nothing ſo vile and abominable, 
nothing ſo atheiſtica! or execrable, but if it be pro- 
poſed unto the ſoul in a way of temptation, there 
15 that in this Law of fin which 1s ready to anf{wer it, 


| betore it be decried by grace. And this 1s the firſt 


thing in this «ſting of the Law of fin, it confiſts in 
its habitual propenſity unto evil, manifeſting it felt 
by the involuntary ſurpriſals of the ſoul unto fin, 
and its readineſs without diſpute or conſideration 
to joyn with all temptations whatſocyer. 
| | Secondly, 
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Secondly, Its Iaſting contifts in its aGual prel- | 
ſing after that which 1s evil, and aGzal oppo- | 
ſition unto that which is good. The former jin- | 
ſtances ſhewed its conſtant rcadincis to this work, | 
this now treats of the work it (elf. It isnot only | 
ready, but for the moſt part always engaged. It | 


{ufteth, (aith the holy Ghoſt, it doth ſo continually. 
It ftiryzth in the foul by one act or other conſtantly, 
almoſt as the ſpirits im the blood, or the blood in 
the veins. This the Apoltle calls its tempting, 
Fam. 1. 14. Every man is tempted of bis own Iuft. 
Now what is it to be tempted ? It is to have that 
propoſed to a mans conlideration, which it he cloſe 
withall, it 15 evil, it is fin unto him. This is ſins 
trade 3 imifuus, it Iufteth. It 1s raiſing up in the 
heart, and propoſing unto the mind and affections, 
that which 1s evil, trying,-as it were, whether the 
foul will cloſe with its ſuggeſtions, or how farit 
can carry them on, though it do not wholly pre- 
vail. Now when ſuch a temptation comes from 
without, it 15 unto th? foul an indifferent thing, 
neither good nor evil unlc(s it be confented unto. 
But the very propoſal from within, it being the 
fouls own a&, 1s its ſin. And this is the work of 
the Law of ſin ; it is refilefly and continually railing 
up, and propoſing innumerable various forms and 
appearances of evil, in this or that kind, indeed 1n 
every kind, that the nature of man is capable to 
Exerciſe corruption m, Something or other, in 
matter, or manner, or circumſtance, inordinate, 
anſpiritual, unanſwerable unto the Rule, it hatch- 
eth and propoſeth unto the ſoul, And this power 


of fin to beget figments and idea's of actual evil - 
the 
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<l- | the heart the Apoſtle may have reſpe& unto, 
20- j- Theſſ. 5. 22. amd mayris Sous Tongs d nie des 

in- | Keep your ſelves from every evil figment or idea 
K, | of fin in the heart; for the word there uſed doth: 
ly ' not any where ſignifie an outward form or appea- 
It | rancez neither is it the appearance of evil, but an 
Y- | evil idea or figment that is intended. And this 
Y, | Iuſting offin 1s that which the Prophet expreſſeth in 
mn |} wicked men, in whom the Law of it is predomi- 
B, | nant, 1%, 57, 20, The wicked are like the troubled 
t. | ſea, when it cannot reſt, whoſe waters caſt up mire 
Ct | anddirt. Alimilitude moft lively exprefling the 
e | Iuftings of the Law of fin, reſtleſly and continually 
S ! bublingupin the heart, with wicked fooliſh and 
e filthy imaginations and deſires. This then is the 
» firſithing in the oppoſition that this enmity makes 
to God, namely in its general inclination, it 

. luſteth. 
' - Secondly, There 1s its particular way of con- 
| tending, it fights or wars, that 1s, it as with 
| {trength and violence, as men do 1n war. Firſt, it 
luſts ttirring and moving inordinate figments in the 
Mind, defires in the appetite and the Aﬀe@ions, 
propoſing them to the #/:l. But it reſts not there, 

it cannot reſt; it urgeth, prefſeth and purſueth 

its propoſals with earnclineſs, ſtrength and vigour, 
fighting, and contending, and warring to obtain 

its end and purpoſe. Woula it meer]y ſtir zp and 

propoſe things to the foul, and immediately ac- 

quieſce in the ſentence and judgment of the mind 

that the thing 1s evil, againſt God, and his will, 

and not farther to be infiſted on, much fin might 

be prevented that is now produced, But it rfts 

not 
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not here, it proceeds to carry on its defign, and 


that with earneltneſs and contention, By this | 


means, wicked mcn 7nflzme themſelves, Iſa. 57. 5. 


They arc /elf-inflamers, as the word ftgnifies, unto | 


ſia, every {park of fin 1s cheriſhed in them until it 
grows into a flame, and ſo it will do in others 
where it 15 lo cheriſhed. 


Now this hghting or warring of fin conliſts in. | 


two things. 

Firſt, In 1ts rebellion againſt grace, or the Law 
of themind. 

Secondly, In its aſſaulting the ſoul, contending 
for Rule and Sovercignty over it. 

The firſt is expreſſed by the Apolile, Rom. 7. 23, 
I find, faith he, another Law, ayricgartivoysyey T6 
V0{4f T8 vous UB, rebelling aoainft the Law of my mind. 

There are, it ſeems, two Laws in us, the Law of the 
flc(h, or of lin 1 >» and the Law of the mind, or of 
grace. But contrary Laws cannot both obtain 
Sovereign power over the fame perſon, at the ſame 
time. The ſovercign power in Believers, 15 In the 
hand of the Law of grace; fo the Apolſtte declares, 
verſe 22. I delight in the Law of God in the inward 
man. Obedience unto this Law is performed with 
delight and complacency in the inward man, be- 
cauſe its authority is lawfu] and good. So more cx- 
preily, chap. 6. 14. For fin ſhall not have dominion 
over you, for ye are not under the Law but under grace. 
Now to war againſt the Law that hath a juſt So- 
vereignty, 15 to rebell; and fo dy7irgarivedte, figni- 
fiesz it 15 to rebell, and ought to have been fo 
tranſlated, rebelling againſt the Law of my mind. 
And this rebellion conliſts in a ſtubborn obſtinate 

oppolition 
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oppoſition unto the commands and direRions of 
the Law of grace. Doth the Law of the mind com- 
mand any thing as duty ? doth it ſeverely riſe up 
againſt any thing that 1s evil ? When the lufting of 
the Law of fin riſes up to this degree, it contends 


| | againſi obedience with all its might, the ette@ 


whereof, as the Apoſtle tells us, 15 the doing of that 
which we would not, and the not doing of that which 
we would, verſe 15, 16. And we may gather a no- 
table inſtance of the power of fin in this its rebel- 
lion from this place. The Law of grace prevails 
upon the Will, ſo that it would do that which is 
good. To will is preſent with me, ver. 18, When TI 
would do good, ver. 19, And again, ver. 21. And 1 
world not do evil, ver. 15, 20. And it prevails upon 
the znderſtanding, ſo that it approves or diſapproves 
according to the dictates of thcLaw of grace.Ver.16. 
T conſent unto the Law that it is pood, and verſe 15. 
The judgment always lies on the fide of grace. 
It prevails alfo on the affeFions, ver. 22. I delight 
in the Law of God in the inward man. Now if this 
be ſo, that grace hath the Sovereign power in the 
Underſtanding, Will, and Aﬀ-&ions, whence is It 
that it doth not always prevail, that we do not al- 
ways do that which we would, and abſtain from 
that which we would not? Is it not firange that 
a man ſhould not do that which he chuſeth, willeth, 
liketh, delighteth in? Is there any thing more re- 
quired to enable us unto that which is good ? The 
' Law ofgrace doth all as much as can be expected 
from it, that which 1n 1t ſelf is abundantly ſuffi- 
cicnt for the perfecting of all holineſs in the fear of 
the Lord. But here lics the difhculty, in the in- 
tangling 
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tangling oppoſition that is made by the rebellion of | 


this Law of fin. Neither is it expreflible with | 
what vigour and varicty fin acts it felt in this mat- | 


ter. S9metimes it propoſeth diverſions, ſome- | 


times it cauſeth wearinefs, ſometimes it finds out | 
dificultics, ſometimes it ſtirs up contrary affe. | 


tions, ſometimes it begets prejudices,and one way _ 
or other intangles the ſoul, fo that it never (uffers | 


grace to have an abſolute and complete ſucceſs in 


any duty. Verſe 18. 78 uattpys(Sai 73 Kandy our 


zvelaxw, I find not the way perfectly to work out, 


or accompliſh that which is good 3 fo the word | 


lignifies3 and that from this oppolition and re- 
tittance that is made by the Law of fin. Now this 
rebellion appears in two things. 


Firft, Tn the oppoſition that it makes unto the | 


general purpoſe and courſe of the ſoul. 
Secondly, In the oppolition 1t makes unto partz- 
calar duties. 


TOY” deg 


Firſt, In the oppoſition it makes to the general | 


purpoſe and courſe of the foul, There 1s none in 
whom 1s the Spirit of Chriſt, that'is his, but it is his 
general dctign and purpoſe to walk in an univerſal 
conformity unto. him in all things. Even from the 


inward frame of the heart, to the whole compatls | 


of his outward actions, fo it is with him. This 
God requires 1n his Covenant, Ger. 17. 1. Walk be- 
fore me, and. be thou perfeF. Accordingly his defign 
Is to walk before God, and his frame 1s fincerity 


and uprightneſs therein. This 1s called, Cleaving | 
unto the Lord with purpoſe of heart, As 11. 23. * 


that 1s, in all things, and that not witha floathful, - 


dead, ineffeual purpoſe, but (uch as is c"—_ 
an 
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and ſets the whole foul at work in purſuit of 17. 


This the Apoſtle ſets forth, Phzl. 3. 12, 13, 14- 
' Nit as though I had already attained, either were al- 
. ready perfe&t : but I follow after, if that I may appre- 
' hend that for which alſo I am apprehended of Chriſt 


Feſus. Brethren, T count not my ſelf to have appre- 
hended, but this one thing I do, forgetting thoſe things 


. which are behind, and reaching forth unto thoſe things 
: which are before, I preft toward the mark for the prize 
* of the high calling of God in Chriſt Feſus. He uſeth 


three words excellently expreſſing the fouls unt- 


; verſal purſuit of this purpoſe of heart in cleaving 
; unto God. Firft, faith he, S1oxo; ver. 12.1 follow 
* after, proſecute; the word fignitics properly to 
| perſecute, which with what carneſineſs and dili- 


gence it is uſually done, we know. Secondly, tas 


' xT&veuar; T reach firward, reaching with great 1n- 


tention of ſpirit and aff.Etions. It is a great and 
conliant endeavour that is exprefled in that word. 
Thirdly, zave gxowty Jidtw; fay we, T preff to- 
wards the mark, that is, even as men that are run- 
ning for a prize. All fet forth the vigour, carneft- 
nels, diligence and conſtancy that 1s uſed in the 
purſuit of this purpoſe. And this the nature of the 
principle of Grace requireth in them in whom it 1s. 
But yet we tee with what failings, yea fallings, 
their purſuit of this courſe is attended. The frame 
cot the heart is changed, the heart is ſtollen away, 
the aftcc:ons intangled, eruptions of unbelict and 
cittempered paſſions diſcovered, carnal wiſdom 


+ withall hisattendances are ſet on work 3 all con- 


frary to the general principle and purpoſe ct the 
foul. Ard all this is trom the yebell;ox of this Law 
of 
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of tin, ſtirring up and provoking the heart unto | 
diſobedicnce, The Prophet gives this charader of. 
hypocrites, Hoſ. 10. 2. Their heart is divided, there-. 
fore ſhall they be found faulty, Now though this be 
wholly © in reſpect of the mind and judgment in 
hypocrites only, yet it 15 partzally o in the beſt, in 
the ſenſe deſcribed. They havea diviſion, not of 
the heart, but i the heart; and thence it 1s that! 
they areſo often found faulty. So faith the Apo-! 
file, ſo that we cannot do the things that we would, | 
Gal. 5.17. We cannot accompliſh the delign of! 
cloſe walking according to theLaw of grace,becauſe | 
of the contrariety and rebellion of this Law of fin, | 
Secondly, Ir rebells alſo in refpe& unto parti- ' 
cular duties, It raiſeth a combuliion in the foul ' 
againſt the particular commands and defignings | 
of the Law of grace: Tow cannot do the things that | 
yore would; that 1s, the duties which you judge in- 
cumbent on you waich you approve and delight | | 
in in the inward man, you cannot do them as you | 
would. Take an inſtance in prayer. A man addref[- | 
cth himſelf unto that duty, he would not only | 
perform it, but he would perform it in that man- | 
ner that the nature ofthe duty, and his own con- | 
dition do require, He would pray n the ſpirit, fer- | 
vently, with fighs and groans that cannot be ut- 
tercd; in faith with love and delight, pouring | 
forth his foul unto the Lord : this he aims at. | 
| Now oftentimes he ſhall find a rebellion, a fighting | 
of. the Law of fin in this nuatter.' He ſhall find | 
dithculry to get any thing done, who thought to 
do all things. I do not ſay, that it is thus always, 
but it is ſo when ſin wars and rebells, which ex- 


prefſeth 
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preſſeth an eſpecial aCting of its power. Wotul 
intanglements do poor creatures oftentimes meet 
withall upon this account. Inſtcad of that free in- 
larged Communion with God that they aim ar, 
the bcſt that their ſouls arrive unto, 1s but to go 
away mourning, for their tolly, deadnefs and indif- 
poſition. In a word, there 15 no command of the 
Law of Grace that is known, liked of, and ap- 
proved by the foul, but when it comes to be ob- 
ſerved, this Law of fin one way or other makes head 
and rebels againſt it. And this 1s the tult way of its 
fighting, 

Secondly, It doth not only reve! and reliſt, but 
it aſſaults the ſoul ; it ſets upon the Law of the 
mind and grace, which 1s the fecond part of 115 
Warring, x Feb. 2. Ft. CEar8U3Y Ts 4ATY, TAlvyitss 
they fight, or war againſt the ſinl. fam. 4.1, 5Tee- 
T&VoyTar & Tors pentow vuar, They fight, or war in 


your members. Peter ſhews what they oppoſe and. 


tight againſt, namely the Soz!, and the Law of 
Grace therein; Fames, what they tight with, or 
by, namely the members, or the corruption that 
15 1n our mortal bodies. 'Avracezt7iusSai 15 tO IC- 


| bel againſia ſuperiour z 5eerive car 15 to aflault or 


war tor ſuperiority. It takes the part of an 4f- 


: ſailant as well as of a refiſter. It makes attempts 
| for rule and ſovererguty, as well as oppoſeth the 
| Tule of grace. Now all war aud tighting- hath 
| {ſomewhat of violence in it, and there 1s therefore 
| ſome violence in that acting of tin, which the Scri- 


pture calls fghting and warring. And this affailing: 
efhcacy of (in, as diſtinguiſhed from its rebelling be- 


| fore treated of, conliſts in theſe things that enſue. 


F Firlt, 
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Firſt, All its poſttzve atings 1n ſtirring up unto 
fin, belong to this head, Ottentimes by the vanity 
of the mind, or the ſenſuality of the affections, 
the folly of the imaginations, it ſets upon the ſoz! 
then, when the Law of grace 15 not actually put- 
tingit on duty, ſo that therein it doth not rebel 
but afſault. Hence the Apolile cries out, Rom. 7. 
24. Who (hall deliver me from it, who (hall reſcae 
me out of its hand, as the word fignifies. When 
we purſue an enemy, and he retilts us, we do not 
cry out, Who ſhall deliver us, tor we are the aflail- 
ants ; but, Who ſhall reſewe me, 1s the cry of one who 
is {ct upon by an enemy. So it is here, a mart 1s 
aſſaulted by his own ſts, as Fames ſpeaks. By the 
way lide, in his employment, under a duty, tin 
ſets upon the foul with vain imaginations, fooliſh 
delires, and would willingly employ the ſoul to 
make proviſion for its ſatisfaction ; which the 
Apoſtle cautions us againſt, Rom. 13. 14. 7 gapuds 
F(ovoldy [4 Tons fs Emtfuuias, Do not accom- 
pliſh the providence or projcction ofthe flcth, for 
1s own ſatisfaction, 

Secondly, Its importunity and urgency ſcems to 
be noted in this expreſſion of its warring. Enemies 


in war are rc{tlefs, prefling and 1mportunate, So 1s | 
the Law ofiin. Doth it {et upon the foul ? calt off | 


its motious, it returns againz rebuke them by the 
power of grace, they withdraw tor a while, and 
return again. Set bctore them the Croſs of Chriſt, 
they do as thoſe that came to take him, at tight of 
him thcy went backwards, and fcll unto the 
ground, but they aroſe ayain and laid hands on 


him, Sin gives place tor a ſeaſon, but returns and | 


prefieth 
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prefſeth on the ſoul again. Mind it of the love of 
God in Chrilt, though it be {iricken, yet it gives 
not over. Preſent Hell-fire unto ic, 1t ruſtheth into 
the midlt of thoſe flames. Reproach 1t with its 
folly and madneſs, it knows no ſhame, but prefſerh 


on ftill. Let the thoughts of the mind ttrive to tlie 


trom 1t, it follows as on the wings of the wind. 
And by this zmportzunity 1t wearies and Warcs out 
the ſoul, and if the great remedy, Kom. 8, 13. come 
not timely, it prevails to a conqueſt. There 1s no- 
thing more marvellous nor dreadful in the work- 
ing of {m, than this of its zmportunity. The ſoul 


knows not what to make of it; it diſlikes, ab- 


hors, abominates the evil it tends unto, it defpiteth 
the thoughts of it, hates them as hell, and yet is by 
it ſelf impoſed on with them, as if it were ano- 
ther perfon, an expreſs enemy got within him. 
All this the Apoſtle difcovers, Rom.7, 15, x7. The 
things that I dy T hate, it 1s not of outward aGti- 
ons, but the inward rifings of the mind that he 
treats. TI hate them, faith he, I abominate them. 
But why then will he have any thing more to do 
with them ? If he hate them, and abhor himſelf 
for them, Ict them alone, have no more to do with 
them,and fo endthe matter. Alals, faith he,verſe 17. 
It is no more I that doit, but ſm that dwelieth in me. 
E have one within me that 15 my enemy, that with 
endleſs reftle(s importunity puts theſe things upon 
me, even the things that I hate and abominate; I 
cannot be rid of them, F am weary of my felt, EF 
cannot flic from thcm; O wretched man that I am, 
who ſhall deliver me ? I do not ſiy that this is the 
ordinary condition of Believers, bat thus 1t 1s 

= otten, 
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Fg 


otter, when this Law of Sin riſecthup to war and 
fighting. It is notthus with them 1n reſpect of 
particular fins, this or that fin, outward tins, tins 
vt iite or converſation 3 but yet 1m reſpect of va- 
nity of mind, inward and ſpiritual dittempers , it 


i50iten to, Some know pretend to great perfes | 


&ion, but I am rcfolved to believe the Apolile be- 


tor: them all and every one. 


Thirdly, It carryes on its war, by entangling, of T 


the Aﬀections, and drawing them into a combina» | 
tion ayainfi the mind. Let Grace be enthroned in 


the mind and judgement, yet it the Law of $7 | 
layes hold upon, and entangles the Aﬀections, or | 


any of them, 1thath gotten a Fort from whence 


it continually aſſaults the foul, Hence the great ' 


duty of mortification 15 chiefly directed to take 
place upon the Aﬀections, Col. 3. 5. Mortifie there- 


fore your Members which are wþon the earth, forni- 


es oe - 


cation, uncleanueſs, inordinate AﬀecFion, concupiſcence | 


and covetouſneſs which is Idolatry, The members 
that areupon the Earth, are our Aﬀecions. For 


11 the outward part of the body, fin is not ſeated : | 
in particular, not covetouſne(s which is there enu- | 
merated to be mortified amonglt our Members that | 
are on the Earth. Yea, after Grace hath taken | 


92nd Mn 


voſſeflion of theſoul, the Afedions do become the | 


principal ſeat of the remainders of tin. And there- 
torc Pax! ſaith, that this Law is in our Members, 
fc. 7.23. and fames, that it wars in or Mem- 
bers, Chap. 4.1. That is, our Aﬀecions. And 
there 15 00 eltimate to be taken of the work of 


mortificatiin aright, but by the AﬀeGtions. We may | 


every day fce Perions of very eminent Light, 
that 


es a 
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o 
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that yet viſibly have unmortified hearts and con- 
verfations, Their Aﬀections have not been crc;- 
fied with Chriſt, Now then when this Law of 
Sin can poſſeſs any Aﬀection whatcvcr it be,lovr, 
delight, tear, it will make from it, ar.d by it, tear- 
tal affaulcs upon the ſoul. For inftance, hath 1t 
got the love of any one entangled with the world, 
or the things of it, the ut of the fliſh , the luſts of 
the eyes, or the pride of life : How will it take ad- 
vantage on every occalion, to break in upon the 
ſoul. It ſhall do nothing, attempt nothing, be 1n 
no place, or company, p:rform no duty, private 
or publick, but fin will have one blow or other at 
itz it will beone way or other foliciting for it 
(elf: 

This is the furam of what we ſhall offer unto 
this ating of the Law of Sin ina way of fighting 
and warring againſt our ſouls, which 1s fo ofren 
mentioned in the Scripture. And a due conlide- 


| ration of it is of no {mall advantage unto us, eſpe- 


cially to bring us unto ſelt-abaſement , to teacn 
us to walx humbly and mourntally bctore Gud. 
There are two things that are ſuited to humble 
the fouls of men. And they are Firlt, A due con- 


* tideration of God, and then of themfelves. Of 


God in his Greatnels, Glory, Holineſs, Power, Ma- 
jc[ty and Authority z of our ſelves in our mean, ab- 
ject, ard linful condition. Now of all things in 


| our condition, there is nothing fo ſuited unto this 
end and purpoſe, as that which lyes bcfore us 
| namely , the vile remainders of—enmity againii 


God which are yet in our hearts and natures. 
And it 15 no fmall cvidence of a gracious foul, 
> F'3 when 


80 Oppoſition of Sin unto God, 


when 1t 15 willing to ſearch it (lt in this matter, 
and to be helped therein from a word of truth. 
When 1t 15 willing that the Word ſhould dive 1n- 
to the ſecr<t parts of the heart, and rip open what 
ever of cvil and corruption lycs therem, The 
Propict ſays of Ephraim, Hol. 10.11. Fe loved to | 
tread out the corn, he loved to work when he ' 
might cat, to have alwaycs the corn betore him 
but God tayes he, would cauſe him to plough \ a la- 
bour no leſs needful, though at preſent not fo de- | 
lightful. Moſt men love to hear of the dotfrine of |! 
Grace, of the pardon of fin, of trce love, and ſup- | 
poſe they find food therein ; however 1t 15 evident 
that they grow and thrive in the lite and notion of | 
them. But to be breaKing up the fallow groznd of. 
their hearts, to be enquiring after the weeds and 
Briars that grow in them, they delight not fo | 
much. Though tivs be no lebs necetlary than the | 
other. This path 15 not ſo beaten as that of | 
Grace, nor {0 trod mn, though 1t be the only way to | 
core to a truc knowledge of Grace it (elf. It 
may bz fome who are wilc and grown in other | 
truths, may yet be fo little skilled m ſearching 
their own hearts, that they may be flow in the per- | 
ception and underſtanding of theſe things. But } 
this ſſoth and negle&t is to be ſhaken oit, 1f we have 
any regard unto our own fouls. It is more than | 
probable, that many a falſe Hypocrzte who have |. 
deceived themſelves as well as others, hecauſe they | 
thought the Doctrine of the Goſple pleaſed them, | 
and thercfore ſuppoſcd they believed 1t, mught be 
dehvered from their foul ruming deceits, it they 
would d1 gently epply themiclves unto this fearch 
of | 
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Oppoſetion of Sin unto God. CI 
of their own hearts. Or would other Profeſſors 
walk with ſo much boldneſs and ſecurity as ſome 
do, if they conſidered aright what a deadly watch- 
ful Enemy they continually carry about with 
them andin them? Would they ſo much indulge 
as they do to carnal joyes, and pleaſures, or purſue 
their pcriſhing affairs with ſo much delight and 
greedine(s as they do ? It were to be wiſhed, that 
we would all apply our hcarts more to this 
work, even to come to a true underſtanding of 
the nature , power and ſubtilty of this our Adver- 
lary, that our ſouls may be humbled ; and that, 

Firft, In walking with God; His delight is with. 
the humble and contrite ones, thoſe that tremble 
at his word, the mourners in $707, and ſuch are 
we only, when we have a due fenfſe of our own 
vile condition, This will beget revercnce of God, 
{:nſe of ourdiftance from him, admiration of his 
Grace and condeſcenſion, a due valuation of mer- 
cy, far above thoſe light verbal aiery attainments 
that ſome have boattcd ot. 

Secondly, In walking with others, it layes in 
provition to prevent thoſe great evils of judging, 
{piritual unmercitulneſs, harſh cenfuring , which 
I have obſerved to have been pretended by many, 
who at the fame time, as afterwards hath ap- 
peared ,- have been guilty of greater or wor{ſer 
crimes, than thoſe which they have raved againfi 
in others, This, I ay, will lead us to mecknels, 
compaſſion , readinets to forgive, to paſs by of- 
fences, even when we ſhall contider what 1s our 
ftate, as the Apoſtle plainly declares, Gal. 6. 1. The 


man that underltands the evil of his own heart, 
i F 4 how 
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how vile it is, 15 the only uſcful, fruitful and (o- 
lidly bzlieving and obedient perſon. Others are 
fit only to delude themſelves, to diſquiet Families, 
Churches, and all Relations whatever. Let us then 
conſider our hearts wiſcly, and then go and ſee if 
we can be proud of our gifts, our graces, our va- 
luation and eſteem amonglt Profeffors, our enjoy- 
ments. Let us go then and judge,condemn, reproach 
others that have been tempted; we ſhall tind a 
oreat inconſiſtency in theſe things. And many 
things of the like nature might be here added 
upon the conſideration of this woful effe& of 
. Tndwelling-Sin. The way of cppoling and de- 
feating its delign herein ſhall be afterwards confi- 
dered. 


CHAP, VII, 


The Captivating power of Indwelling-Sin , 

wherein it conſiſteth, The prevalency of 
Sin, when from it ſelf, when from Tem- 
ptation. The Rage and Madneſs that is 
in Sin. EY . 


THe third thing aſſigned unto this Law of Sin 
in its oppolition unto God, and the Law of 

his Grace, 1s, that 1t leads the ſoul Captive, Rom. 
7. 23. I find a Law leading me Captive, (Captivating 
me ) unto the Law of Sin. And this 1s the utmoti 
height which the Apolile in that place carries the 
.  __ oppoſition 
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oppoſition and warring of the remainders of In- 
dwelling-Sin unto z cloling the confideration of it 
with a complaint of the ſtate and condition of Be- 
lievers thereby 3 and an earneſt prayer for dehve- 
rance from it, ver. 24. O wretched man that I am, 


' who ſhall deliver me from this body of death. What 


is contained in this expreſſion, and intended by it, 
ſhall be declared in the enſuing Obſervations. 
Firft, It is not directly the power and actings of 
the Law of Sin that are here expreſſed, but its fzee- 
ceſ{ in and upon its atings. But ſ#cceſi15 the great- 
c{t evidence of power, and leading Captive in War 
1s the heighth of ſwcceſl. None can aim at greater 
ſaccef, than to lead their Encmics Captive. And 
It is a peculiar expreſflion in the Scripture of great 
facceſl. $8o the Lord Chriſt on his victory over 
Satan, 15 ſaid to lead Captivity Captive, Epneſ. 4.8. 
That is, to conquer him, who had conquered and 
prevailed upon others. And this he did when by 
death he dejtroyed him that had the power of death, 


| that is the Devil, Heb, 2. 14. Here then a great 


prevalency and power of tin 1n its warring againſt 
the (ſoul 1s diſcovered. It fo wars, as to lad Cap- 
tive, which had it not great power, it could not 
do, eſpecially againft that refijtance of the ſoul 
which 1s included in this expreſſion. 

Secondly, It is faid , that it leads the 
foul captive znto the Law of Sin. Not to this or 
that ſin, particular fin," actual fin, but to the 
Law of Sin. God for the mott part orde- 
reth things ſo, and gives out ſuch {upplies of 
grace unto B:lievers, as that thcy thall not be made 
2 prey unto thi or that particular fin, that it ſhould 

| pre- 


84. Captivating power of Sin. 
prevail in them, and compel .tham to ſerve it in 
the lulis thereof, that it ſhould have Dominion 
over them, that they ſhould be Captives and ſlaves 
unto it. This 15 that which David prayes ſo car- 
neſily againſt, Plalm 19. 12, 13. Cleanſe thow me 
from ſecret faults, keep back thy ſervant alſo from 
preſumptuous fins, lt them not have dominion over 
me, then ſhall T be upright. He ſuppoſcth the con- 
tivuance of the Law of Sin in him, ver. 12. which 
will bring forth errors of life, and ſecret tins againſt 
which he tindeth relict in pardoning and clean- 
ſing mercy which he prayes for. This faith he 
will be my condition. But tor fins of pride and 
boldneſs, ſuch as all fins are, that get Dominion 1n 
a man, that make a Captive of a man, the Lord re- 
ſtrain thy ſervant from them. For what lin ſoever 
gets ſuch power in a man, beit in its own nature 
{mall or great, it becomes in him in whom it 1s 
a fin of boldnef, pride, and preſumption. For the 
things are not reckoned from the nature or kind 
of the fin, but trom its prevalency and cuſtoma- 
rineſs, wherein its pride, boldneſs, and contempt 
of God doth confili, To the fame purpoſe, it 1 
miſtake not, prayes Fabez, 1 Chron. 4. 10. O that 
thou would|t blefi me indeed and enlarge my Coaſt, and 
that thine hand may be with me , and that thou 
wornld|t keep me from evil, that it may not prieve me. 
The holy mari took occation from his. own name 
to pray againſt tin that that might not bea grief 
and ſorrow to him by its power and prevalency. 
I confe(s ſometimes 1t may come to this with a 
Believer, that tor a fealon he may be fad Captive 
by ſome particular tt. It may have fo much 
PIE- 
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prevalency in him, as to have power over him. So 
it ſeems to have been with David when he lay fo ® 
long in his fin without repentance. And was 
plainly ſo with thoſe in Ifa, 57. 17, 18. For the 
iniquity of his covetouſneſſ was I wrath, and ſmite 
him, I hid me, and was wroth, and he went on frow- 
ardly in the way of his heart, T have ſeen his wayes., 
and will heal him, They continued under the power 
of their covetouſneſs : fo that no dealings of God 
with them, for fo long a time could reclaim them. 
But for the moſt part when any Luſt or Sin doth 
{ſo prevail, it 1s from the advantage and tartherance 
that 1t hath got by ſome porrerful temptation of Sa- 
tan. He hath poyfoned it, enflamed it, and en- 
tangled the foul. So the Apolile ſpeaking of ſuch 
as through fin were tallen off from their holincls, 
ſayes, they were inthe ſnare of the Deml, being taken 
Cattive by him at his will, 2 Tim. 2. 26. Though 
It were their own Juſts, that they (ſerved, yet they 
were brought into bondage thereunto, by being 
entanglcd in tome ſnare of Satan. And thence they 
are faid to be tzken alive, as a poor Beait in a toyle. 
And here, by the way we ray a lutle enquire 
whether the prevailing power of a particular tin 
in any, be from it ff, or trom the miluence of 
temptation upon it , concerning which at pretent 
take only theſe two Obſervations. 

Firſt, Much of the prevalency of tin upon the 
ſoul, 1s certainly from Satan when the perplexing 
and captivating fin hath no peculiar tooting, nor 
advantage in the naturc, conſtitution, or conditi- 
on of the ſinner. When any lj grows high and 
prevailing more than others upon its own account, 
| it 
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it 15 from the peculiar advantage that it hath in the 
*natural conſtitution, or the ltation or condition of 
the perſon in the world, For otherwiſe the Law 
of Sin gives an <qual propenlity unto all evil, an 
equal vigour unto every luſt. When therefore it 
cannot be diſcerned, that the captvating Un 15 pecu- 
larly fixed in the nature of the finner, or 45 advan- 
taged from his education or employment in the 
world, the prevalency of it 15 peculiarly from 
Satan. Ke hath got te the root of it, and hath 
eiven it poyſonand (trength. Yea, perhaps ſome- 
times that which may feem to the ſuzt to be the 


corrupt luſting of the heart, 15 nothing but Satans 


impoling his ſuggeſtions on the imagination. It 
then a man find an importunate rage from any 
corruption, that is not evidently ſeated im his na- 
ture : Lethim as the Papitts ſay, croſs himſelf, or 
fly by faith to the Croſs of Chrilt, tor the Devil is 
nigh at hand. 

Secondly, When a Luſt is prevalent unto Captt- 
ity where it brings :n no advantage to the fleſh, it 
is from Satan. All that the Law of Sin doth of it 
{clf, is to ſerve the providence of the fleſh, Rom. 
13, 74. And it mutt bring m unto it fomewhat of 
the profits and pleaſures that are its object. Now 
it the prevailing tin do not ſo act it felf, 1f 1t b2 
more ſpiritual and inward, it 1s much from Satan 
by the 1mapination, more than the-corruption of 
the heart it (elf, But this by the way. 

I fay then, that the Apoſtle treats not here, of 
our being, captivated unto this or that (153, but un- 
to the Law of $zzz. That is, weare compcll:d to 
bear 1ts preſence and burden whether we will or 

no. 
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no. Sometimes the foul thinks or hopes that it 
may through grace be ztterly freed from this trou- 
bletome Inmate, Upon ſome ſweet enjoyment of 
God, ſome tull ſupply ot grace, ſome return from 
wandering, fome decp 2ftl:ctioa, ſome through 
humiliation, the poor toul begins to hope that 1t 
ſhall now be freed trom the Law of Sin. But af- 
tera while 1t perceives that 1t 15 quite otherwiſe. 
Sin acts again, makes good its old (tation, and 
the ſoul finds that whether -1t will or no, it muft 
bear its yoke. This makes it figh and cry out for 
deliverance. 

Thirdly, This leading Captive argues a preva- 
lency againſt the renitency or contrary actings of 
the will. This 1s intimated plainly in this ex- 
preflion 3 namely, that the will oppoſeth, and 
makes head as 1it were agaialt the working of 
fin. This the Apoſtle declares in thoſe exprefſt- 
ons which he uſes, ver. 15, 19, 20. And herem 
conlilts the /uiting of the Spirit againlt the fleſh, 
Gal. 5. 19. That 1s, the contending of grace to ex- 
pell and {ubdue 1t, The tpiritual habits of grace 
that are in the Hi}, do fo retitt and act againtt it. 
And the excitation of thoſe habits by the Spirit 
are directed to the faine purpoſe. This leading 
Captive, 1s contrary Ilay, to the inclinations and 
actings of the renewed wil, No man i5 made a 
Captive but againlt his will, Captivity 15 miſery 
and trouble, and no man willingly puts himfelt 
into trouble. Mcn chuſe it in 1ts cauſes , and 
in the wayes and means leading unto it, but 
not in it ſeit, So the Prophet informs us, Hol.5.1 1- 
Eybraim was not willingly oppreſſed and broken in 
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Fudgement, that was his miſcry and trouble 3 bat 
he willingly walked after the Commandment of 
the Idolatrous Kings which brought him thereunto. 
Whatever conſent then the foul may give unto 
fin, which 15 the means of this Captivity, 1t gives 
none to the Captzwity it (elt; that is againlt the will 
wholly. Hence thelc things enſue. 

Firlt, That the power of fin is oreat, which is that 
which we are in the demonſtration of 3 and this 
appears 1n its prevalency unto Captivity , againli 
the actings and contendings of the will for liber- 
ty ftromit. Had it no oppolition made unto it, 
or were its Adverfary, weak, negligent, flothful, 
it wcre no great evidence of its power, that if 
made Captives. But its prevailing againlft diligence, 


activity, watchfulneſs, the conſtant renitency of 


the will, this evinceth its efhcacy. 

Secondly, This lcading Captive intimates man- 
fold particular ſucceſſes, Had it not ſucceſs in par- 
cicular it could not be faid at all to lead captive. 
Rebell it might, affail it might, but it cannot be 
{aid to lead Captive without ſome ſucceſſes. And 
there are fevcral degrees of the ſucceſs of the Law 
of Sin in the (oul- Sometimes it carries the Per- 
{on unto outward a&ual ſin which is its utmoſt 
aim. Sometimes it obtaineth the conſent of the 
wil/, but 15 caſt out by grace, and proceeds no far- 
ther. Sometimes it wearies and entangles the 
foul, that it turns atide as 1t were, and leaves con- 
tending which 1s a ſucces alſo. One or more, 
or all of theſe mutt be, where Captivity takes 
place. Such a kind of courſe doth the Apolile 
atcribe unto coyctoulſnels, r Tim. 6. 9. 


Fhurdly, 
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Thirdly, This leading captive manitcfts this 
condition to be miſerable and wretched, To be thus 
yoked and dealt withall againſt the judgment of 
the mind, the choice and conſent of the will, 
its utmoſt ftrivings and va 1 PREP how fad is 
it ? When the ncck 1s fore and tender with tormer 
preflurcs, to be compellV'd to bear the yoke again, 
this picrces, this grieves, this even breaks the 
hearc. When the foul is principled by grace unto 
a loathing of lin, of every evil way, to an hatred of 
the lcatt diſcrepancy between it felt and the holy 
will of God, then to be impoſed on by this Law 
of ſin, with all that enmity and folly, that dead- 
ne(s and lth, wherewith 1t 15 attended : what 
more dicadtul condition ? All captivity 1s dread- 
ful in its own nature; the greateſt aggravation of 
it-15 from the conditian of the Tyrant unto whom 
ally one 1s captivated. Now what can be worſe 
than this Law of tin2 Hence the Apolile having 
once mentioned this captivity, cries Out as One 
quite weary and ready tofaint, ver. 24. 

Fourthly, This condition 1s peczlzar to Believers. 
Unregencrate men are not {aid to be Fd captive to 
the Law of fin. They may inaecd be led captive 
unto this or that particular tin or corruption, that 
15, they may be forced to ferve it againli the power 
of their convictions. They are convinced of the 
evil of it, an adultexer of his uncleanneſs, a drun- 
kard of his abomination, and make fome refolu- 
tions, it may be, agamtt it, But theix lutt 15 too 
hard tor them, they cannot ceaſe to fin, and (9 
are made captives or flaves to this or that partt- 
cular fin. But they cannot be fad to be led captive 

ir 
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20 the Law of fin, and that becauſe they are willingly 
ſabjcct thereunto. Ir hath, as it were, a righttul 
dominion over them, and they oppole it not, but 
only when 1t hath irruptions to the diliurbance of 
their conſ{ciences. And then the oppotition they 
make unto it 1s not from their wills, but 1s the 
meer aCting of an affrighted conſcience, and a 
convinced niind. They regard not the nature of 
fin, but its gzz/t and conſequences. But to be 
brought into captivity, 1s that which befalls a man 
2gait hs will, Which is all that ſhall be ſpoken 
unto this degree of the aQtings of the power of 
{11, maniteliing it ſelf in its ſucceſs. 

The fourth and laft degree of the oppoſition 
made by the Law of fin to God, and the Law ot 
his Will and Grace, isin its Rage and Maaneſf. 
There is madneſf in its nature, Ecxleſ. 9.3. The heart 
of the ſons of men is full of evil, and madneſi is in their 
heart. Theevil that the heart of man 1s full of by 
nature, 15 that Indwelling-fin whereof we ſpeak. 
And this 1s fo in their heart, that it riſeth up unto 
madneff. The holy Ghoti expreſſeth this rage of 
itn by a fit ftimilitude which he uſeth in ſundry 
places, as Fer. 2. 24. Hy. $. 9. It maketh men as 2 
wild Aſi; the traverteth her ways, and ſauffcth up 
the wind, and runneth whether her mind or luſt 
leads her. And he faith of Idolaters enraged with 
their laſts, that they are mad pm their idols, Fer. 
5. 38. We mayalittle confider what lies in this 
mAdncſiand rage of tin, and how it rifeth,up thcre- 
unto, 

Firſt, For the natzre of it, it ſeems to confiſt in 
2 violent, heady, pertinacious preſſing unto evi] or 
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fin. Violence, 1mportunity and pertinacy are in it- 
It is the tearing and torturing of the foul by any 
{in to force its conſent, and to obtain ſatisfaction. 
It rifeth upin the heart, 15 denied by the Law of 
grace, and rebuked;z it returns and exerts its 
poiſon again 3 the ſoul is ſtartled, calts 1t off 3 1t re- 
turns again with new violence and 1mportunity , 
the ſoul cries out for help and deliverance, looks 
round about to all ſprings of Goſpel grace and re- 
lief, trembles at the furious aſſaults of tin, and caſts 
it ſelt into the arms of Chrift tor dehiverance. And 
tt1t be not able to take that courſe, it is foiled and 
hurried up and down through the mire and filth 
of fooliſh imaginations, corrupt and noifome luſts, 
which rend and tear it, asif they would devour its 
whole ſpiritual life and power. See 1 Tim. 6.9, 
IO. 2 Pet. 2. 14. It was not much otherwiſe with 
them whom we inſtanced in before, T1ſa. 57. 17. 
They had an inflamed inraged luſt working mn 
them; cven covetonſneſt, or the love of this world, 
by which, as the Apolile ſpeaks, men pierce them= 
ſelves through with many ſyrrows. God is angry with 
them, and diſcovereth his wrath by all the ways 
and means that it was poſſible for them to be 
made ſentible thereof. He was wroth and ſmote 
them 3 but though it may be this ſtaggered them 
a little, yet they went on. He is angry, ana hides 
himſelf from them, deſerts them as to his gracious 
afſilting comforting; Preſeyce. Doth this work the 
effect ? No. they go on frowardly fiill,as men mad on 
their covetouſneſs. Nothing can put a ſtop to their 
raging luſts. This is plain madneſi and fury, We 
need not ſcek far for inflances, we ſee men mad on 
G their 
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their luſts every day : And which 1s the worſt kind 
of madneff, their luſts do not rage fo much in them, 
as they rage in the purſuit of them. Are thoſe 
grecdy purſuits of things in the world, which we 
{ce ſome men engaged in, though they have other 
pretences, indeed any thing elſe but plain madneſf 
:n the purſuit of their luſts? God who ſearcheth 
the hearts of men, knows, that the moſt of things 
that are done with other pretences in the world, 
are nothing but the aGtings of men, mad and furi- 
ous in the purſuit of their luſts. 

Secondly, That fin ariſeth not unto this heighth 
ordinarily, but when it hath got a double advan- 
tage. 

Firft, That it be provoked, enraged and height- 
ned by ſome great temptation. Though it be a 
poiſon in it ſelf, yet being inbred in nature, it 
grows not violently outragious without the con- 
tribution of fome new poiſon of Sathan unto it in 
a ſuitable temptation. It was the advantage that 
Sathan got againſt David, by a ſuitable temptation 
that raiſed his lutts to that rage and madneſs, which 
it went forth unto in the buſineſs of Bathſheba and 
Uriah. Though tin be always a fire in the bones, 
yet it flames not, unleſs Sathan come with his bel- 
lows to blow 1t up. And let any one in whom the 
Law of tin arifeth to this heighth of rage, ſeriouſly 
coniider, and he may find out where the devil 
{ſtands and puts inn the bulineſs. 

Secondly, It muſt be advantaged by ſome for- 
mer entertainment and prevalency. Sin grows not 
to this heighth at its fir(i aſſault. Had it not been 
{uffered to make its entrance, had there not been 
ſome 
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ſome yielding in the ſoul, this had not come about, 
The great wiſdom and fecurity of the foul in deal- 
ing with in-dwelling fin, is to put a violent ſtop 
unto its beginnings, its firſt motions and aGings. 
Venture all on the firft attempt. Die rather than 
yicld one ſtep unto 1t. Itthrough the deceit of (in, 


- or the negligence of the ſoul, or its carnal confi- 


dence, to give bounds to Jutts actings at other f(ea- 
ſons, it makes any entrance into the ſoul, and finds 
any entertainment, 1t gets ſfixength and power, and 
inſenfibly ariſeth to the frame under conſideration, 
Thou hadl(t never had the experience of the fwry 
of fin, if thou hadſi not been content with ſome of 
its 4alliances." Hadit thou not brought up this ſer- 
vant, this ſlave delicately, it would not have now 

preſumed beyond a fon. Now when the Law of 
fn in any particular hath got this double advan- 

tage, the furtherance of a vigorous temptation, 

and ſome prevalency tormerly obtained, whereby 

it 15 let into the {irengths of the foul, it often rifeth 

up toths frame whereot we {peak, | 

Thirdly, We may ice what accompanies this rage 
and madneſs, what are the properties of it, and 
what effe&s it produceth, 

Firft, There 1s 1n it the caſting off, for a time at 
leaſt, of the yoke, rule and government of che'Spi- 
rit and Law of Grace. Where Grace hath the do- 
minzion, it will never utterly be expell'd from its 
Throne, it will fill keep its right and ſovereignty. 
But its influences may for a ſeaſon be intercepted, 
and its government be ſuſpended by the power of 
fm. Can we think that the Law sf grace had any 
aQualinfluence of rule on the heart of David, when 
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upon the provocation received from Nzbal , he 
was ſo hurried with the defire of {clt-revenge, that 
he cryed, gir4 on your ſwords ts his companions,and 
reſolved not to leave alive one man of his whole 
houthold, 1 Sam. 25. 34. Or that Aſa was in any 
better frame, when he ſmote the Prophet, and put him 
in Priſon, that ſpake unto him in the name of 
the Lord. Sin in this caſe is like an untamed Horſe, 
which having firſt caſt off his Rider, runs away 
with fierceneſs and rage. It firſt caſts oft a preſent 
ſenſe of the yoke of Chriſt, and the Law of his 
Grace, and then hurries the ſoul at its pleaſure. 
Let us alittle confider how this 15 done. 

The ſeat and refidence of grace 1gin the whole 
foul; it is the Inner man, it 1s in the mind, the 
will, and the affeQions ; for the whole ſoul 2s re- 
newed by it unto the Image of God, Ephcſ. 4. 23, 24. 
And the whole man 1s a new Creature, 2 Cor.5.19. 
And in all theſe doth it exert its power and eth- 
Cacy 3 Its Rule or Dominion 1s the purſuit of 1ts 
eff:Aual working in all the faculties of the ſoul, 
as they are one united principle of moral and fpi- 
ritual operations. So then, the interrupting of 
its exerciſe, of its Rule and Power by the Law 
of Sin, muſt confiſt in its contrary acting in and 
upon the faculties and affections of the ſoul, where- 
on, and by which grace thould exert its power 
and efthcacy. And this it doth. It darkens the 
mind, partly through innumerable vain preju- 
dices, and falſe reaſonings, as we ſhall ſee when 
we come to conlider its decertfalneff, and partly 
through the Feaming of the Aﬀed@tions , heated 
with the noiſome luſis that have laid ys on 
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them. Hence that faving light chat is in the 
mind is clouded and ſtifled , that it cannot put 
forth its transforming power to change the ſoul in- 
to the likeneſs of Chriſt diſcovered unto it, which 
is its proper work, Rom. 12. 2. The habitual In- 
clination of the will to obedience, which 1s the 
next way of the working of the Law of grace, is 
firſt weakned, then caft alide, and rendered uſeleſs 
by the continual ſolicitations of fin and temptati- 
on; ſo that the will firſt lets go its hold, and 
diſputes whethcr it ſhall yield orno; and at laft 
gives up it {df to its Adverſary ; and for the 
Aﬀe&ions commonly the beginning of this evil 1s 


- in them. They croſs one another, and torture 


the foul with their impetuous violence.By this way 
is the Rule of the Law of Grace intercepted by the 
Law of Sin, even by umpoling upon it in the whole 
ſeat of its Government. When this 1s done, it 1s 
fad work that fin will make in the foul. The Apo- 
file warns Believers to take heed hereof, Rom.6. 12: 
Let not ſin therefore reign in your mortal bodies that 
you ſhould obey it in the luſts thereof, Look to it 
that it get not the Dominion, that it uſurp not 
Rule, no not for a moment. It will labour to 
intrude it ſelf into the Throne, watch againſt it, or 
a woful fiate and condition Iyes at the door, 
This then accompanies this rage and madneſs of 
the Law of Sin. It caſts off during its prevalen- 
cy the Rule of the Law of Grace wholly. It ſpeaks 
in the ſoul, but is not heard; it commands the 
contrary, but is not obeyed. It cryes out , do not 
this abominable thing which the Lord hateth, but is 
not regarded ; that is, not fo far as tobe able to 
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put a preſent ſtop to-the rage of fin , and to re- 
cover its own rule, which God in his own time 
reſtores to it by the power of his Spirit dwel- 
ling in us. 

Secondly, Madnefior rage are accompanied with 
fearleſneſs and contempt of danger. It takes away 
the power of conſideration, and all that influence 
that it ought to have upon the ſoul. Hence fin- 
ners that are wholly under the power of this 
rage, arc faid, to run upon God and the thick boſſes 
of his buckſer, Job 16. 21. That wherein he is 
armed for their utter ruine. They deſpiſe the ut- 
molt that he can do to them, being ſecretly re- 
folved to accompliſh their luſts though it coſt them 
their ſouls. Some few conſiderations will farther 
clear this unto us. 

Firſt, Ofttimes when the ſoul 1s broken looſe 
from the power of renewing grace, God deals with 
It to keep it within bounds by preventing grace. 
So the Lord declares that he will deal with Iſrael, 
Hof. 2.6. ſeeing thou haſt rejected me, I will take 
another courſe with thee. I will lay obſtacles be- 
fore thee that thou ſhalt not be able to paſs on 
whether the fury of thy lufts would drive thee. 
He will propoſe that to them from without, that 
{hall obſtruct them 1n their progreſs. 

Secondly, Theſe hinderances that God laycs in the 
way of {inners, as thall be afterwards at large de- 
clared 5 are of two forts. 

Firft, Rational conſiderations taken from the con- 
{equence of the fin and evil that the foul is foli- 
Cited unto, and perplexed withal. Such are the 
fear of Death, Judgement, and Hell, falling into the 
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hands of the Living God, who is a conſuming hre- 
Whileſt a man is under the power of the Law of 
the Spirit of Life, the Love of Chriſt conſtraineth 
him, 2, Coy. 5. 14.. The principle of his doing good 
and abſtaining from evil, 15 faith working by love,ac- 
companied with a following of Chriſt becauſe of 
the ſweet Savour of his name. But now when 
this bleſſed eafie yoke is for a ſeaſon caſt off, fo as 
was manifeſted before, God ſets an hedge of terrozr 
before the foal, minds it of Death and Judgement 
to come, flaſhes the flames of Hell Fire m the face, 
fills the ſoul with conſideration of all the evil 
conſequence of fin to deter it from its purpoſe. 
To this end doth he make ufe of all threatnings 
recorded inthe Law and Goſpel, To this Head 
alſo may be referred all the conſiderations that 
may be taken from thmgs temporal, as ſhame, re- 
proach, ſcandal, puniſhments, and the like. By the 
confideration of theſe things, I fay doth God fet 
an hedge before them. 

Secondly, Providential Diſpenſations are uſed 
by the Lord to the ſame purpoſe, and theſe are of 
two forts 

Firft, Such asare fuited to work upon the ſoul, 
and to cauſe it to defift and give over in its luft- 
ings and purſuit of fin. Such are AfﬀiGions and 
Mercies, Iſa: 57. 17. 1 was wroth and TI ſmote them, 
I teſtified my diſlike of their wayes by AfMictions; 
So Hof. 2. 9, 11, 12. God chajtens men with pains 
on their bodies faith he, in Fob, to turn them from 
their purpoſe, and to hide ſn from them , Job. 33. 
\ 17,19. And other wayes he hath to come to them 
and touch them, as in their Names, Relations, 
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Etftatcs and defirable things. Or elſe he heaps 
mercies on them that they may conlider whom 
they are rebclling againſi. It may be fignal di- 
ſtinguiſhing mercies are made their portion for ma- 
ny dayes. : 

Secondly, Such as a&jally hinder the ſoul from 
purſuing fin, though it be refolved fo to do. The 
various wayecs whereby God doth this, we mult 
afterwards conlider. | 

Theſc are the wayes I ſay, whereby the ſoul is 
dealt withal, after the Law of Indwelling-$in hath 
caſt off for a ſeaſon the influencing power of the 
Law of Grace, But now when /z{t riſes up to 
rage of madneſi, 1t will alſo contemn all theſe, 
even the Rod and him that hath appointed it. 
It will ruſh on ſhame, reproaches, wrath, and 
whatever may befall it. That 15, though they be 
preſented unto it, 1t will venture upon them all. 
Rage and madnels 15 fearleffl, And this it doth 
two waycs, 

Firlt, It poſſeſſeth the mind, that it ſuffers not the 
conſideration of thefe thmgs to dwell upon it, buc 
renders the thoughts of them ſlight and evannid. 
Or if the mind do force it {elt to a contemplation 
of them, yet it interpoſeth between it and the 
Aﬀedions, that they ſhall not be influenced by it 
In any proportion to what 1s required. The foul 
wm ſuch a condition will be able to take ſuch things 
into contemplation, and not at all to be moved by 
them. And where they do prevai] for a ſeaſon, 
yet they arc inſenſibly wrought off from the heart 
again. | 
; "OR By ſecret ſtubborn reſolves to venture 
all upon the way wherein it 15 And 
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And this is the ſecond branch of this Evidence 

ot the power of ſin, taken from the oppolition that 

it makes to the Law of Grace, as it were by the way 

of force, lirength and violence; the confideration of 
its decezt doth now tollow. 
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CHAP. VIIT. 


 Tndwelling-Sin proved powerful ſrom its de- 


ceit. Proved to be deceitful, The Gene- 
ral Nature of Deceit. Jam. 1. 14. opened. 
How the mind is drawn off ſrom its Duty 
by the Deceitfulneſs of Sin. The princi- 
pal Duties of the mind in our Obedience. 
The Wayes and Means whereby it is turned 
from it, 


He fecond part of the evidence of the power 

of Sin from its manner of operation, 15 taken 
from 1ts deceirfaineft, It adds in its working, de- 
celt unto power. The efficacy of that muſt needs 
be great, and 15 carcfully to be watched againſt, 
by all ſuch as value their fouls, where power and 
and deceit are comhined , eſpecially advantaged 
and afliſted- by all the wayes and means before in- 
ſifted on. 

Before we come to ſhew wherein the nature of 
this deceitfulnefi of fin doth contilt ; and how it pre- 
vaileth thereby, ſome tettimonics ſhall be brietly 
given 1n unto the thing. is ſelf, and ſome light into 
the general nature Of it. 

That 
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That Sin, Indwelling-Sin, 1s deceittul, we have 
the expreſs Teliimony of the Holy Ghoſt, as Heb, 
3. 13. Take heed that ye be not hardened by the de- 
ceitfulneſs of fm, Deceitful it is, take heed of it, 
watch againſt it, or it will produce its utmoſt et- 
fect in hardening of the heart againſt God. It is on 
the account of fin, that the heart is (aid to be 
deceitful above all things, Fer. 17. 9. Take a man 
in other things, and as Fob ſpeaks, though he 
would be wiſe and crafty, be is like the wild Aſſes 


But: confider his heart on the account of this Law 
of Sin, it is crafty and deceitful above all things, 
They are wiſe to do evil, faith the Prophet, but to 
do good they know not, Fer. 4. 22. To the ſame 
purpoſe ſpeaks the Apoſtle, Epheſ: 4. 2. The old 
wan is corrupt according to deceitful luftr. Every 
laſt, which is a branch of this Law of Sin, 1s de- 
ceitful ; and where there is poylon in every ſtream, 
the Fountain muſt needs be corrupt, No particu- 
lar luſt hath any deceit in it, but what is commu- 
nicated unto it from this Fountain of all actual 
luſt, chisEzw of Sin, And ( 2 Theſſ. 2.10. ) the 
coming ot the Man of Sin, 15 {aid to be in and with 
the deceivableneſ of unrighteouſneſs, Unrighteouſnefs 
Is a thing generally decryed and evil ſpoken of 
amonglti men, (© that it is not eafie to conceive how 
any man ſhould prevail himſelf of a reputation 
thereby. -- But there is a decezvableneſs in it, where- 
by the minds of men are turned aſide from a due 
conſideration of it 3 as we ſhall manifelt afterwards. 
And thus the account which the Apoſtle gives con- 
ceruing thoſe who are under the power of _ is, 

tnat 


me oh 


w> iy as TY mY a... 


ll | + 


*«_ti. 
oy i ai. _ = 


— 0m ne eb 4. —_— 


OI 


Deceitfulneſs of Sin opened, 101 
that they are deceived, Titus 3. 3. And the life of 
evil men, is nothing but aecezving and being deceived, 
2 Tim. 3.13. So that we have ſufficient Teftimo- 
ny given unto this qualitication of. the Enemy with 
whom we have to deal ; he 1s decezrful > which con- 
ſideration of all things puts the mind of man to a 
loſs in dealing with an Adverfary. He knows he 
can have no ſecurity againſt one that 1s decertfiet, 


but in ſtanding upon his own guard and defence all 


his dayes. 

Farther to manifeſt the ſtrength and advantage 
that fin hath by its deceit, we may obſerye that the 
Scripture plages it for the moſt part as the head 
and ſpring of every fin, even as though there were 
no fin followed after, but where decezt went before. 
So 1 Tim. 2.13, 14. The reaſon the Apollle gives 
why Adam though he was firſt formed, was not 
firſt in the tranſgreſſiom, 1s becauſe he was not firſt 
decerved, The Woman though made lai, yet be- 
ing firſt deceived, was firſt in the fin. Even that 
firſt fin- began in deceit, and until the mind was 
deceived, the foul was ſafe. Eve theretore did truly 
expreſs the matter, Ger. 3. 13. though the did it 
not toa good end; the Serpent beguiled me, faith 
ſhe, and TI did eat. She thought to extenuate her 
own crime, by charging the Serpent. And this 
was 4 new fruit of the fin ſhe had catt her felt into. 
But the matter of fa& was true, the was begui/ed be- 
fore ſhe eat 3 deceit went before the tranſgreſſion, 
And the Apoſile ſhews that Sin and Satan till take 
the ſame courſe, -2 Cor. 11. 3. There is faith he, the 
ſame way of working towards actual fin, as was of 
old; bcguiling, decciving goes before, and fin that-. 
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1s the actual accompliſhment of it tolloweth after. 


Hence all the great works that the Devil doth in 


the world, to ſtir men up to an oppolition unto 


the Lord Jeſus Chriſt and his Kingdom, he doth 


them by deceit, Rev. 12.9. The Devil who decetveth 


the whole world. Jt were utterly impoſſible men 
ſhould be prevailed on to abide in his ſervice, 
aQing h:s detigns to their eternal, and ſometimes 
their temporal ruine, were they not exceedingly 
deceived. See allo Chap. 20. 10. 

Hence are thoſe manifold Cautions that are 
given us to take heed, that we be not deceived, 1f we 
wou'd take heed that we do not lin. See Eph.5.6. 
1 Cor. 6.9. 1 Cor. 15. 33. Gal. 6. 7, Luke 21. 5. 
From all which teliimonies we may learn the in- 
Huence that deceit hath into fi, and conſequently 
the advantage that the Law of Sin hath to put forth 
its power by its deceitfulnefi, Where it prevails to de- 
ceive, it fails not to bring forth its fruit, 

The ground of this efficacy of fin by deceit is 
taken from the faculty of the ſoul affected with it, 
Deceit properly affe&s the mind ; it 15 the mind that 
1s deceived. When fin attempts any other way 
of entrance into the ſoul, as by the Aﬀedtions, the 
mind retaining its right and Soveraignty, Is able to 
give check and controulunto it. But where the 
mind 15 tainted, the prevalency muſt be great. 
For the mind or underſtanding is the leading fa- 
culty of the foul, and what that fixes on, the will 
and atf:&tions ruth after, being capable of no con- 
fideration but what that preſents unto them. 
Hence it 1s, that though the entanglement of the 
Aﬀeions unto fin be oft times molt troubleſome, 

yet 
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yet the deceit of the mind is alwayes molt dange- 
rous;z and that becauſe of the place that it poſ- 
{ef{cth 1n the foul, as unto all its operations. Irs 
Othce 1s to gzide, aire, chooſe and lead; and if 
the light that is in us be darkneſs, how great is 
that darkneſs. 

And this will farther appear, if we conlider the 
nature of deceit in general. It confilis in preſenting 
unto the ſoul, or mind, things otherwiſe than they 
are, either in their Nature, Cauſes, Effeds, or pre- 
{cnt reſpec unto the foul, This is the general 
nature of deceit, and 1t prevails many waycs. It 
hides what ought to be ſeen and confidered, con- 
ccals circumſtances and conſequences, preſents what 
15S Not, or things as they are not, as we ſhall aiter- 
wards manifeſt in particular. It was ſhewed betore, 
that Satan begwled, and deceived our tirtt Parciits 3 
that term the y Ghoſt gives unto his tempta- 
tion and ſeduction. And how he did decctve 
them the Scripture relates, Ger. 3. 4, FJ. He did it 
by repreſcnting things otherwiſe than they were. 
The fruit was defirable, that was apparent unto 
the eye. Hence Satan rakes advantage fecretly to 
infinuate , that it was meerly an abridgement of 
their happineſs, that God aimed at in forbidding 
them to cat of it. That it was for a tryal of their 
obedience , that certain, though not immcdiate 
rue would enſue upon the cating of it, he h:des 
from them 3 only he propoſeth the preſent advan- 
tage of knowledge, and fo preſents the whole caſe 
quite otherwife unto them, than indeed it was. 
This 1s the nature of deceit; it 1s a Repreſcntation 
of a matter under diſguiſes, hiding that wy is 
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undeſirable, propoſing, that which indeed is not 
init, that the mind may make a falſe judgment 
of it. So Facob deceived Iſaac by his Brothers rai- 
ment, and the skins on his hands and neck. 

Again, Deceit hath advantage by that way of 
management which 15 inſeparable from it. It is al- 
ways carried on by degrees, by little and little, that 
the whole of the defign and aim in hand be not at 
once diſcovered. So dealt Satan mn that great de- 
ceit betoxe-mentioned 3 he proceeds m it by lteps 
and degrees. Firlt, He takes otfan objeGtion, and 
tells them they ſhall not die; - then propoſeth the 
good of knowledge to them, and their being like to God 
thereby. To hideand conccal ends, to proceed by 
fteps and degrees, to make uſe of what 1s obtained, 
and thence to preſs on to farther «feds, 15 the true 
nature of deceit. Stev-2 tells us, that the King of 
E:ypt dealt jubtily or decerifally with their kindred, 
Ads 7.19. How hecid it we may fee, Exod. 1. 
| hedid not at felt fall to zlling and ſlaying of them, 
but fays, ver{. 10. Come, let us deal wiſely, begin- 
ning to oppreſs them. This brings torth their bo- 
dage, ver. 11. Having, $ot this ground to make 
them flaves, he proceeds to d:ftroy their children, 
zer. 16, He tcll not on them all at once, but by 
degrees. And this may ſuthce to ſhew in general], 
that fin 15 deceitful, and the advantages that it hath 
thereby. 

For the Way, and Manncr, and Progreſs of fin 
in working by deceit, we have it tully expreſſed, 
Fames 1.14, 15. Every man is tempted when he is 
drawn away of his own luſt and enticed, then when 
tuft hath conceived it bringeth forth-fin, and ſm when it 
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# finiſhed bringeth forth death. This place declaring 
* the whole of what we aim at in this matter, mult - 
be particularly infiſted on. 
j In the foregoing verſe, the Apolile manitcfts that 
 \' men are willing to drive the old trade, which our 
firſi Parents at the entrance of fin ſet #p withall, 
@ namely of excuſing themſelves in their fins, and 
cafting the occaſion and blame of them on others. 
It is not, fay they, from themſelves, their own na- 
ture and inclinations, their own detignings, that 
they have committed ſuch and ſuch evils, but 
_ meerly from their temptations. And it they know 
not where to tix the evil of thoſe temptations, they 
will lay them on God himſelf, rather than go 
without an excuſe or extenuation of their guilt. 
This evil in the hearts of men the Apolſile re- 
"  buketh, verſs 13, Let no man ſay whin he u tempted, 
I wm tempted of God, for God cannot te tempted of 
evil, neither tempteth he any man. And to ſhew the 
| julire(s ofthis repreof in the words mentioned, 
he difcovers the true cauſes of the riſe and whole 
progrels of (in, maniteiting that the whole guils of 
it hes vpon the ſinner, and that the whole puniſh- 
ment of 1t, if not graciouſly prevented, will be his 
lot alfo. 
j We have therefore, as was (aid, in theſe words 
; the whole progreſs of Juſt or indwelling-{tn, by 
the way of {ubtilty, fraud and deceit, exprefled and 
limited by the Holy Ghoſt. And from hence we 
ſhall manit.ſt the particular ways and means 
whereby it puts forth its power and efficacy in the 
hearts of men by deceirfalneſi and ſubtilty 3 and we 
may obterve in the words, 
Fiolt) 
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Firſt, The utmott End aimed at in all the adq- 
ings of tin, or the tendency of it in its own nature, 
and that is death ; Sin when it is finiſhed bringeth 
forth death; the everlaſting death: of the finner : 
pretend what 1t will, this 15 the end it aims at and 
tends unto. Hiding of ends and deligns, 15 the 
principal property of deceit. This {in doth to the 
utmoliz other things innumerable 1t pleads, but 
not once declares that it aims at the death, the 
everlaſting death of the foul. And a fixed appre- 
henſton of this end of every fin, is a bleſſed means 
to prevent its prevalency in its way of deceit or 
beguiling. 

Secondly, The general way of its acting towards 
that end, is by Temptation , Every man u tempted of 
his own luſt, 1 purpoſe not to ſpeak 1n general of 
the nature of Temptations, it belongs not unto our 
preſent - purpoſe, and befides I have done it elſe- 
where. It may ſuthice at preſent to obſcrve, that 
the lite of temptation lics in deceit. So that in the 
bulineſs of fin, to be effectually tempred, and to be 
beguiled or deceived, are the ſame. Thus it was in 
the firſt temptation, it 15 every where called the 
Serpents beguiling or deceiving, as was manifeſted 
before : The Serpent beguiled Eve, that is, prevailed 
by his temptations upon her. So that every man is 
tempted, that 15,cvery man is begiled or deceived by 
his own luſt, or indwlling-fm, which we have often 
declared to be the ſame. 

The Degrees whercby fin proceedeth in this 
work of tempting or deceiving, are five, For we 
ſhewed before, that this belongs unto the nature 
of deceit that it works by degrees, making its ad- 
vantage by one ſtep to gain another, The 
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The firſt of theſe conſiſts in drawing off, or 
drawing away 3 Every man is tempted when be is 
drawn away of his own luſt. | 
The ſecond 1s mn enticing 3 and z enticed. | 
The third, in the conception of fin 3 when luſt 
hath conceived, when the heart 1s enticed; then luſt 
Conceives in it, | ret; 

The fourth is the bringing forth of-ſin in its 
actual accompliſhment, When luft hath conceived it 
brings forth fin, In all which there is a ſecret allu- 
ſion to an adulterous deviation from conjugal du- 
ties, and concciving, or bringing torth children of 
whoredomand fornication. aa 

Thefifth is, the finiſhing of ſin, the compleating of 
it, the filling up of the meaſure of it, whereby the 
end originally deligncd by luſt 15s bronght about : 
Sin when it is finiſhed bringethforth death. As luſt 
conceiving, naturally and neccfſarily bringeth forth 
{in,ſo fin finiſhed, intallibly procureth eternal death: 

The fir/t of theſe relates to the Mind; that 1s 
drawn off, -or drawn away by the deceit of fin; 
The ſecond unto the Aﬀections, they are enticed or 
intangled: The third to the Fill, wherein fin is 
conceived z the conſent of the Will being the for- 
mal conception of actual fin. The fourth to the 
Converſation wherein {in 1s brozght forth , it exerts 
it ſelf in'the lives and courſes of men. The fifth 
reſpeds an obdurate courſe in finning, that finiſheth, 
conſummates, and ſhuts up the whole work of (in; 
whereon enſues death or etcrnal ruine, Oo 

I ſhall principally conſider the three firſt, wherein 
the main firength of the deceit of fin doth lie, and 
that becauſe in Believers, whoſe ſtate and condition 
| FI 19 
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is principally propoſed to conſideration, God 1s 
pleaſed, for the moſt part, gracioully to prevent 
the fourth inſtance, or the bringing forth of afual ſins 
in thcir converſations; And the laft always and 
wholly, or their being obdurate in a courſe of {in to 
the finiſhing of it. What ways God in his grace and 
faithfulneſs makes uſe of to ſtifle the conceptions of fin 
in the womb, and to hinder its actual production 
in the lives of men, muſt afterwards be ſpoken unto. 
The firſt three inſtances then we ſhall inſiſt upon ful- 
ly, as thoſe wherein the principal concernment of 
Believers 1n this matter doth lie. 

The firſt thing which fin is ſaid to do, working 
ina way of deceit, 15 to draw away, or to draw off 3 
whence a man 1s faid to be drawn off, or drawn 
away and diverted, namely from attending unto 
that courſe of obedience and holineſs, which, in 
oppoſition unto fin and the Law thereof, he is 
bound with diligence to attend unto . q 

Now 1t 15 the Mind that this effe& of the deceit | 
of ſinis wrought upon. The Mind or Underſtand- | 
ing, as we have ſhewed, is the guiding conducting 
faculty'of the ſoul; it goes before in difcerning, 
judging,and determining to make the way of moral 
aCtions fair and ſmooth to the Will and Aﬀections. 
It i5to the ſoul, what Moſes told his Father-in-law 
that he might be to the People mm the Wilderneſs, 
as eyes to gide them,and keep them from wandering 
mn that deſolate place. It is the eye-:of the ſoul, with- 
out whoſe guidance the Will and Aﬀections would 
perpetually wander in the wilderncfs of rhis 
world, according as any objef, with an appearing 
prefent Good, did offer or prefent it felf unto them. 

The 
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The firſt thing therefore that fin aims at in its 
deceitful working, 1s to draw off and divert the 
mind from the diſcharge of its duty, | 

There are two things which belong unto the 
duty of the mind, in that ſpecial office which it hath 
in and about the obedience which God requireth. 

Firſt, To keep it felf and the whole foul in ſuch 
a frame and poſture, as may render it ready unto 
all duties of obedicnce, and watchful againfi all in- 
ticements unto the conception of tin. 

Secondly, In particular carctully to attend unto 
all particular actions, that thcy be performed as 
God requireth, for matter, manner, time and fea- 
{on, agreeable unto his Will, as alſo for the obvi- 
ating all particular tenders of fin in things forbid- 
den. In theſe two things conſiſts the whote duty of 
the mind of a Believer. And from both of them 
doth Tadwelling-ſin endeavour to divert it, and 
draw it off. | 

The firſt of theſe 1s, the duty of the mind, 1n re- 
ference unto the general trame and courſe of the 
whole (ul; and hereot two things may be con- 
ſidered. Firſt, That-it is founded in a due conftant 
confideration; 1. Of our ſelves, of fin and its 
vileneſs. 2. Of God, of his grace and goodneſs. 
And both theſe doth fin labour to draw it off from. 
Secondly, In attending to thoſe Duties which are 
ſutted to obviate the working of the Law of fin, in 
an eſpecial manner. 

Firſt, It endeavours to draw it off from a due 
conſideration, apprehenſion and ſenſiblenef(s of its 
own vileneff, and the danger wherewith it 1s at- 
tended. This in the firfi place we ſhall inſtance in. 
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A due conſtant confideration of fin in its nature, 
12 all iis aggravating circumſtances,. in 1ts end 
and tendency, eſpecially as repreſented in the. 
| Blood and Croſs of Chrilt, ought always to abide 
With us. Fer. 2. 19. Know therefore and ſee, that it is 
an evil thing and a bitter, that thou haſt forſaken the 
Lord thy God. Every in is a forſaking of the Lord 
our God. It the heart know not, if it conſider not, 
that it 1s an evil thing and a bitter, evil in it ſelf, 
bitter in its effecs, fruit and event, it will never be 
ſecured againſt it. Beſides, that frame of heart 
which is moſt accepted with God in any finner, 15 
the humble, contrite, ſelf-abaſing frame ; T/a. 57. 

15. Thus ſaith the high and lofty one that inhabiteth 
eternity, whoſe name us holy, T dwell in the high and 
boly place, with him alſ that is of a contrite and hum- 
ble ſpirit : to revive the ſpirit of the humble, to revive 
the ſpirit of the contrite ones. See allo Luke 18. 13, 14. 

This becomes a ſinner, no garment fits fo de- 
cently about him. Be coarbed with humility, ſaith 
the Apoſile, 1 Pet. 5.5. It is that which becomes 
us, and it 1s the only ſafe frame. He that walketh 
humbly walketh ſafely. This is the defign of Pe- 
zer's advice, 1 Epiſt. I-17. Paſi the time of your ſo- 
_ jonrning here in fear. Aﬀeer that he himſclf had miſ- 
carried by another frame of mind, be gives this 
advice to all Believers; It is not a bondage, fervile 
fear, diſquicting and perplexing the ſoul, but ſuch 
a fear as may keep men conſtantly calling upon the 
Father, with reference unto the final judgment, 

that they may be preſerved from ſin, whereof they 
were in lo great danger, which he 'adviſes them 
unto. If ze call on the Father, who without reſpect of 
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perſons judgeth according to every mans work, paſt the 
time of your ſojourning here in fear, This is the 
humble frame of foul; and how 1s this obtained ? 
how 1s this preſerved ? No otherwiſe but by a con= 
ſtant deep apprehenſion of the evil, vileneſs, and 
danger ot fin. So was 1t wrought, ſo was it kept 
up in the approved Publican. God be merciful, 
ſaith he, to me a ſinner: Senſe of tin kept him 
humble, and humility made way for his acceſs un- 
to a teltimony of the pardon ot tin. 

And this 1s the great preſervaztive through grace 
from fin, as we have an example in the intiance of 
Foſeph, Gen. 39. 9. Upon the urgency of h's great 
temptation, he recoils immediately into this frame. 
of ſpirit; How, faith he, can 1 do this thing, and 
fin againſt God, A conftant fteddy ſenſe of the evil 
of fin, gives him fuch preſervation, that he. ven-= 
tures Liberty and Lite in oppolicion to.it. -- To fear 
{in, 15 to fear the Lord ; ſo the holy man tells us 
that they are the ſame, Job 28 28. The fear of the 
Lord that is wiſdom, and to depart from iniquity that 
z underſtanding. | 

This therefore in the firlt place, in general, doth 
the Law of fin put forth its deceit about, namely 
to draw the mind trom this frame, which 15 the 
ſtrongeſt fort of the ſouls defence and ſecurity. 
It labours to divert the mind from a due appre- 
henfion of the vileneſs, abomination, and danger of 
fin. It ſecretly and inſentibly inlinuates ſſening, 
exculing, .extenuating thoughts ofitz or it draws 
it off from pondering upon it, from being con- 
verſant about it in its thoughts ſo much as it 
ought, and formerly hath bzen, And it after the 
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heart of a man hath through the Word , Spirit 
and Grace of Chriſt been made tender, ſoft, deep- 
ly ſenſible of fin, it becomes on any account, or 
by any means whatever to have Icfs , fewer , 
ſhghter, or les afteRing thoughts of it , or about 
it, the mind of that man is drawn away by the de- 
certfulneſs of ſin. 

. There are two wayes amongſt others, where- 
by the Law of fin endeavours deceitfully to draw 
off the mind from this duty, and frame enſuing 
thereon. 

" Firſt, It doth it by an horrible abuſe of Goſpel- 
grace. There 1s in the Goſpel a remedy provided 
againſt the whole evil of fin, the filth, the guilt 
of it, with all its dangerous confequents. It is the 
Dottrine of the deliverance of the fouls of men 
from ſin and death. A diſcovery of the gracious 
will of God towards ſinners by Jeſus Chriſt. What 
now is the genuine tendency of this doctrine, of 
this diſcovery of grace, and what ought we to 
uſe it and improve 1t unto? This the Apoflle 
declares, Titus 2.11, 12. The prace of God that 
bringeth ſalvation, hath appeared to all men, teachin 
#5, that denying angodlinefs and worldly Iufts , we 
ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in this pre= 
ſent world. This 1t teacheth, this we ought to 
learn of it, and by it. Hence Univerſal holineſf is 
called a converſation that becometh the Goſpel, Phil. 
1. 27. It becomes it as that which 1s anſwerable 
unto its end, aim, and deftign, as that which it 
requires, and which it ought to be improved un- 
to. And accordingly it doth produce this effect 
where the word of 1t 1s xeceived and preſerved 
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in a ſaving light, Rom. 12. 2. Epheſ; 4. 20, 21, 22, 
23,24, But herein duth the decezt of tin inter- 
poſe it ſelf. It ſeparates between the Do@&rine of 
Grace, and the uſe and end of it. It ſtayes upon 
1ts notions, and intercepts 1ts influences 1n its pro- 
per application. -From the doctrine ot the aſſured 
pardm of fin, it infinuates a regardleſnefi of fin. 
God in Chritt makes the propoſitzor, and Satan and 
Sin make the concluſton. For that the deceitfulneſſ 
of fin 15 apt to plead unto a regardlefſneſs of it 
from the grace of God whereby 1t 1s pardoned, 
the Apolile declares in his reproot and deteſiation 
of ſuch an infinuation, Rom. 6. 1. What ſhall we 
ſay then, ſhall we continue in ſin , that grace may 
abound, God forbid. Mens deceittul hearts, ſaith he, 
are apt to make that concluſion 3 but far be it 
from us, that we ſhould give any entertamment 
unto it. But yet that ſome have evidently improved 
that deceit unto their own eternal ruine, Fude 


declares, ver. 4. UVngodly men, turning the grace of 


God into laſciviouſnesR, And we have had dread- 
ful inſtances of it in the dayes of temptation 
wherein we have lived. 

Indeed in oppoſition unto this deceit lyes much 
of the Wiſdom of faith, and power of Golſpel- 
Grace. When the mind is fully poflcefied with, 
and cafi habitually and firmly into the mould of 
the notion and Doctrine of Goſp<l-Truth about 
the full and free forgiveneſs of all tins in the blood 
of Chriſt, then to be able to keep the heart al- 


'wayes ina deep humbling fenſe of fin , abhor- 


rency of it, and felf-abaſement tor it, 1s a great 
effe& of Goſpc|-Wifdom and Grace. This is the 
H 4. tryal 
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tryal and touchſtone of Goſpel-Light. It it keep 
the heart ſenſible of fin, humble, lowly, and bro- 
ken on that account It it teach us to water a 
free pardon with tears, to deteſt forgiven fin, to 
watch diligently for the ruine of that, which we 
are yet aſſured, ſhall never ruine us, 1t is Divine, 
from above, of the Spirit of Grace. If it ſecretly 
and inſenſibly make men looſe and ſ{zzht in their 
thoughts about tin, it is adulterate, ſelfiſh, falſe, 
If it will be all, anſwer all ends, it 15 nothing, 
Hence it comes to paſs, that ſometimes we ſee 
men walking in a bondage-frame of Spirit all their 
dayes, low in their light, mean 1n their apprehen- 
fions of Grace, ſo that it 1s hard to diſcern whe- 
ther Covenant in their Principl<s they belong unto 
whether they are under the Law, or under Grace, 
yet walk with a more conſcientious tenderneſs of 
ftinning, than many who are advanced into higher 
degrees of light and knowledge than they. Not 
that the ſaving light of the Goſpel, 15 not the ozly 
Principle of ſaving holineſs and obedience, but 
that through the deceitfulneſs of fin it is varioul- 
ly abuſed to countenance the ſoul in manitold neg- 
Ie& of duties, and to draw off the mind from a 
d:e conſideration of the nature, deſert and danger 
of fin. And this 1s done ſeveral wayes, 

Firſt, The ſoul having frequent need of. relief 
by Goſpel- Grace. again} a ſenſe of the guilt of ſin, 
and Accuſation of the Law, comes at length to 
make it a common and ordinary thing, and ſuch as 
may be {lightly performed. Having found a good 
medicine for its wounds, and ſuch as it hath had 
experience of its efficacy , it comes to apply it 


; ſlightly, 
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ſczhtly, and rather skinneth over, than cureth its 
ſores. Allittle Jeſs carnefinels, a little lels diligence 
ſerves every time, until the ſoul 1t may be begins 
to ſecure it (elf of pardon in courſe, And this tends 
directly to draw off the mind from its conſtant and 
univerſal watchtulneſs againſt fin. He whotc I:ght 
hath made his way of acceſs plain for the obtain. 
ing of pardon, if he be not very watchfal, he 
is far more apt to become overly, formal, ana care- 
leſs in his work, than he who by reafon of mifts 
and darknefi, beats about to find his way aright 
to the Throne of Grace. As a Man that hath of- 
, ten travailed a Road paſſeth on without regard or 
enquiry; but he who is a firanger unto it oblerv- 
0g all turnings, and enquiring ot all Paſicngers, 
ſecures his Journey b:yond the other. 

Secondly, The deceitfrelneſs of ſim takes advantage 
from the Do@yine of Grace, by many wayes and 
means to extend the bounds of the fouls liberty 
beyond what God hath affigned unto it. Some 
have never thought themſclves free from a legal 
bondage-frame, untill they hav2 been brought in- 
to the confines of (ſenſuality, and ſome into the 
depths of it. Row often will ftn plead, this firict- 
neſs, this exacneſ(s, this ſolicitude 15 no wayes 
needtulz relief is provided in the Goſpel againſt 
\uch things. Would you live as though there 
were no need of the Goſpel? as: though pardon 
of {in were to no purpoſe ? But concerning theſe 
pleas of fin from Goſpel-Grace, we ſhall have oc- 
cation to ſpeak more hereafter in particular. | 

Thirdly, In times of temptation this deceitfulneſs 
of fin, will argue expreſly fir fiz trom Goſpel- 
| | Grace 3 
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Grace at leaft it will plead for theſe two things. 

Firft, That there is not need of ſuch a tenaci- 
ous ſevere contending againſt it, as the principle 
of the new Creature is fixed on. If it cannot di- 
vert the foul or mind wholly from attending unto 
temptations to oppoſe them, yet it will endeavour 
to draw them off, as to the manner of their at- 
tendance, They need not uſe that diligence 
—_— at firſt the ſoul apprehends to be necet- 
ary. 


Secondly, It will be tendering relicf as to the 


event of tin, that it ſhall not turn to the ruine or 
deſtruction of the ſoul, becauſe it 15, 1t will, or 
may be pardoned by the Grace of the Goſpel. 
And this is true , this is the great and only relict 
of the ſoul againſt fin, the guilt whereof it hath 
contracted already; the blefled and only remedy 
for a guilty ſoul, But waen it 1s pleaded and 
remembred by the deceittulneſs of fin in comply- 
ance with temptation unto fin, then it 15 poy- 
Jon; poylon is mixed in every drop of this bal- 
ſom, to the danger, if not death of the ſoul. And 
this 15 the firſt way whereby the decertfulneſs of ſin 
draws off the mind from a due attendance unto 
that ſenſe of its vilene(s, which alone is able to 
Keep it in that humble, ſelt-abaſed frame that is ac- 
ceptable with God. It makes the mind careleſs, as 
though its work were needleſs, becauſe of the 
abounding of Grace z which is a Souldiers neg< 
lect of his ſation truſting to a reſerve , provided 
_ only in caſe of keeping his own proper 
place. 

Secondly, Sin takes advantage to work by its 

2h deceit 
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deceit in this matter of drawing off the mind from 
a due ſenſe of it, from the ſtate and condition of 
men in the world. LIſhall give only one inſtance 
of its procedure in this kind. Men in their youn- 
ger daycs have naturally their affections more 
quick, vigorous and active, more ſcnſtbly work- 
ing in them, than afterwards. They do as to 
their ſenſible working and operation naturally 
decay, and many things befall men in their hives, 
that take off the edge and keenc(s of them, Bur 
as men loſe in their Aﬀections , it they are not 
beſotted in ſenſuality, or by the corruptions that 
are in the world through luſt, they grow and im- 
prove in their Underſtandings, Rctolutions, and 
Judgements, Hence it is, that it what had place 
formerly in their Afﬀedions, do not take place in 
their minds and judgements, they utterly lote them, 
they have no more place in their ſouls. Thus men 
have no regard for, yea, they utterly deſpiſe thoſe 
things which their Aﬀect:ons were fet upon with 
delight and greedineſs in their Childhood. But 


| if they are things that by any means come to be 


fixed 1n their Minds and Judgements, they contt- 
nue a high eſteem for them, and do cleave as cloſe 
unto them, as they did when their Afﬀcctions were 
more vigorous. Only as it were they have changed 
their ſeat in the ſoul. Tris thus in things ſpiritu- 
al, the firſt and chiefeſt ſeat of the ſcntibleneſs of 
{n, is in the AﬀedGions z as theſe in natural youth, 
are great and large, (o are they fpiritully in fpiri- 
tual youth, Jer. 2. 2. Tremember the kindneſſ of thy 
youth, the love of thine eſponſals. Belides fuch Per- 
{ons are newly come off from their convidions, 
| Te - ER REL wherein 
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wherein they have been cut to the heart, and 
ſo made tender. Whatever touches upon a 
wound 1s throughly felt, So doth the guilt of 
fin before the wound given by conviction be 
throughly cured. But now when Afﬀections be- 
gin to decay naturally, they begin to decay alfo 
as to their ſentible actings and motions in things 
ſpiritual. Although they improve in Grace, yet 
they may decay | in ſenſe, At leaſt ſpiritual ſenſe 
is not radica,/'y m them, but only by way of com- 
manication, Now in thefe decayes, it the foul 
take nor Care to fix a deep ſenſe of Sin on the 
Mmd and fudgement, thereby perpetually to affe& 
the hearr and affections, 1t will decay. And here 
the deceit of the Law of Sm interpoſeth it felt, 
Ic futfers a ſenſe of tin to decay in the Atections, 
and diverts the mind trom entertaining a due, con- 
ftant, fixed contideration of it. We may conlider 
this a little in perfons that never make a progrels 
in the wayes of God beyond conviction. How 
ſenſible of tin will they be tor a ſcaſon? How will 
they then mourn and weep under a ſenſe of the 
guilt of it? How will they cordially and heartily 
reſolve againſi it ? Aﬀections are vigorous, and as 
it were bear rule in their ſouls. But they are like 
an hearb that will Aouriſh for a day or two with 
watering, although it have no root. For, a while 
after we {cc, that theſe men the more experience 
they have had of fin, the leſs they are atraid of it, 
as the Wiſe Man intimates , Eccleſi/$.11. And at 
length they come tob?2 thegreateſt contemners of 
im in the world, No ſinner like him that hath 
hinned away his convictions of fin, What 1s the 
reaſon 
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reaſon of this ? ſenſe of tin was in their convidi- 
ons fixed on their Aﬀections; as it decayed in 
them, they took no care to have it deeply and 
graciouſly fixed on their minds. This the de- 
ceittulneſs of {in deprived them of, and fo ruined 
their ſouls. In ſome meaſure it is fo with Belie- 
vers, If as the ſenfiblencſs of the AﬀeRions decay, 
it as they grow heavy and obtuſe, great Wiſdom 
and Grace be not uſed to fix a due fenfe of fin 


- upon the mind and judgement , which may pro- 


voke, excite,- enliven and flir up the AﬀeCctions 
every day, great decaycs will enſue. © At firlt, for- 
row, trouble, grict, fear, atf:&ted the mind , and 
would give it yoreti. It afterwards the mind do 
not affe& the heart with ſorrow and grief, the 
whole will be caſt out, and the ſoul be in danger of 
being hardened. And theſe are fome of the wayes 
whercby the deceit of fin diverts the mind from 
the firtt part of its fate preſerving frame, or draws 
it off from its conſtant watchtulneſs agamſt fin and 
all the effects of it. 

The ſecond Part of this general duty of the mind, 
is to. keep the ſoul untoa conltant, holy conftide= 
ration of God and: his Grace, This evidently 
lyes at the Spring head of Goſpel-obedi:nce. The 
way whereby fin draws off the mind trom this part 
of its duty is open and known ſufhcicntly, though 
not ſufficiently watched againſt. Now this the 
Scripture every where declares tobe the blling of 
the minds of men w:th earthly things. This it 
placeth in direct oppoticion unto that Heavenly 
frame of the mind, which is the ſpring of Goſpel- 
obcdience, Col. 3.2, Set your AfeFJions on things 

| above, 
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above, not on things on the earth, or (ct your minds; * 


As if he had faid, on both together you cannot be 
ſet or fixed, foas principally and chiefly to mind 
them both. And the Aﬀections to the one and 
the other, proceeding from theſe different princi- 
ples of minding the one and the other, are oppoſed 
as diredtly inconliftent, x Fohn 2. 15. Love not the 
world, neither the things that are in the world, if 
any man love the world, the love of the Father is nat 
in him. And actings in a courſe ſuitable unto 
theſe AﬀeCtions are propoſed allo as contrary ; you 
cannot ſerve God and Mimmon. Thc&ſe are two 
Maſters whom no man can ſerve at the ſame time, 
to the fatisfaQtion of both. Every inordinate mind- 
zng, then, of carthly things, is oppoſed unto that 
frame wherein our minds ought to be fixed on 
God and his Grace in a courſe of Goſpel-obe- 
dience. 

Several wayes there are whereby the deceitfelneſf 
of fin draws off the mind in this particular , but 
the chiet of them is by prefling thefe things on 
the mind under the notion of things lawfzl, and it 
may be neceffary.So all thoſe who excuſe themſelves 
in the Parable, from coming in to the Marriage- 
Feaſt of the Goſpel, did it on the account of their 
being engaged in their /awfz] Callings. One about 
his Farm , another his Oxen, the means whereby 


he ploughed in this world; By this plea were the 


minds of men drawn off from that frame of Hea- 
venlineſs whichis required to our walking with 
God, and the rales of not loving the world, or 
uling it as if we uſcd it not, are hereby negleRed. 
What wiſdom, what watchfulneſs, what ferious 

frequent 


| _ 


Cc 
. 
. 
1 
e 
f 
2 
) 

; 


The Mind drawn off, &c. I2T 


| frequent trial and examination of our ſelves is re- 


quired, to keep our hearts and minds in an hea- 
venly frame, in the uſe and purſuit of carthly 
things, 15 not my preſent bulineſs to declare. This 
is evident, that the engine whereby the deceit of 
fin draws off and turns alide the mind in this mat- 
ter, is the pretence of the lzwfulneſ{ of things about 
which 1 would have it cxerciſc 1t felf, againſt 
which very few are armed with ſufficient diligence, 
wiſdom and kill. And this is the tirft and moſt 
general attempt that indwelling-fim makes upon the 
ſoul by deceit: It drawes away the mind from a 
diligent attention unto its courſe in a due fenſe of 
the evilof fin, anda due and conſtant conſideration 
of God and his grace. | 
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CHAP. IX. 


The deceit of Sin in drawing off the mind 
rom a due attendance unto eſpecial Duties 
of Obedience, inſtanced in Meditation and 
Prayer. 


Ow fin by its deceit endeavours to draw off 

the mind from attending unto that holy 
frame in walking with God, wherein the ſoul 
ought to be preſerved, hath been declared. Pro- 
ceed wenow to ſhew how it doth the fame work 
in reference unto thoſe eſpecial duties, by which 
the deſigns, workings and prevalency of it may in 
an cfpecial manner be obviated and pen 
N 
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Sin indced maintains an enmity againſt all duties 
of obedience, or rather with God in them. When 
Twou'd do good, Gaith the Apoſtle, evil is preſent with 
me. When ever I would do good, or what good 


ſoever I would do, that 1s ſpiritually good, good - 
in rctcrence unto God, it 15 preſent with me, to | 


hinder me from it, to oppole me in it. And on 
the other ſide, all duties of obedience doe lie di- 
realy againli the actings of the Law of fin. For as 
che fl in all its aCtings lzfteth againſt the ſpirit, fo 
the ſpirit in all its aQings Ifteth againſt the fleſh. 
And therefore every duty performed in the 
ftrength and grace of the Spirit, 15 contrary to the 
Law of fin. Rom. $.13.1f ye by the Spirit d9 mor- 


tifie the deeds of the fleſh. Actings of the Spirit of . 


grace induties doth this work. Theſe two are con- 
trary, But yet there are ſome duties, which in their 
own nature, and by Gods appointment, have a 


peculiar influence into the weakening and ſubduing 


the whole Law of fin 1n its very principles, and 
chicfelt ſtrengths. And theſe the mind of a Believer 
ought principally in his whole courſe toattend unto. 
And theſe doth tin in 1ts deceit endeavour princi- 
paly to draw off the mind from. As in diſcaſes of 
the body, ſome remedies, they ſay, have a ſpecitick 
quality againſt diſtempers; fo in this diſeaſe of 
the foul, there are ſome dutics that have an eſpe 
cial verize againſt this {inful diſtemper. T ſhall not 
in{iſt on many of them, but inſtance only in two, 
which ſeem to me to be of this nature; namely 
that by Gods dcfignation they havea ſpecial ten- 
dency towards the ruine of the Law of ſm. And 


then we ſhall ſhew the ways, methods and means 
which 
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which the Law of fin uſeth to divert the mind from 
a due attendance unto them. Now thefe duties 
are, firft, Prayer, cpecially private prayer: and, 
ſecondly, Meditation, 1 put them together, be- 
cauſe they much agree in their general nature, and 
end, differing only in the manner of their per- 
formance For by Meditation, I intend meditating 
upon what reſpect and {uitableneſs there is betwcen 
the I/ord and our own hearts, to this end, that they 
may be brought to a more exact conformity, It 
is our pondering on the truth as 1t 1s 1in Feſes, to 
had out the image and repreſentation ofit in our 
own heartsz and to 1t hath the ſame intent with 
Prayer, which is to bring our fouls into a frame in 
all things anſwering the mind and will of God. 
They are as the blood and fpirits in the veins, that 
have the ſame life, motion and uſe. But yet be- 
cauſe .perſons are generally at a great loſs in this 
duty of Meditation, having, declared it to be of fo 
great efficacy, for the controlling of the aQtings of 
the Law of in, I ſhall in our paſſage give bricfly two 
or three rules tor the directing of Believers to a 
right performance of this great duty, and they are 
theſe. 

Firft, Meditate of God with G:d; that is, when 
we would undertake thoughts and meditations of 
God, his Excellencies, his Properties, his Glory, 
his Majcſty, his Love, his Goodnels, let it be done 
ina way of ſpeaking #nto God, in a deep humiliatt- 
on and abafement of our fouls before him. This, 
will fix the mind, and draw 1t forth from one 
thing to another, to give glory unto God in a due 


manner, and affec the foul until it be brought 


k mto_. 


124 The Mind drawnofffrom its Duty 


into that holy admiration of God and delight in 
kim, which is acceptable unto him. My meaning 
1s, that it be done in a way of Prayer and Praiſe, 
ſpeaking unto God. 

Secondly, Mzditate on the Word in the Word: 
that is, in the reading of it, conſider the ſenſe in 
the particular paſſages we inſiſt upon, looking to 
God tor help, guidance and direction in the dif- 
covery | of his mind and will therein, and then la- 
bour to have our hearts affected with it. 

Thirdly, What we come ſhort of in evenneſs and 
conſtancy in our thoughts in theſe things, let 
it be made upin frequency. Some are diſcouraged 
becauſe their minds do not regularly ſupply them + 
with thoughts to carry on their meditations, |: 
through the weakneſs or imperteQion of their in- 
ventions. Let this be ſupplied by frequent returns 
of the mind unto the ſubje& propoſed to be medi- 
tated upon, whereby new ſenſes will {till be ſup- 
plied unto it. But this by the way. | 

Theſe duties, I ay, amongſt others ( for we have 
only choſen them for an inſtance, not excluding 
ſome others from the ſame place, office and ufe- 
falneſs with them) do make an eſpecial oppoſition to - 
the very being and life of Indwelling-fin, or rather 
faith in them doth ſo. They are perpetually de- 
ſigning 1ts utter ruine. I ſhall therefore upon this 
inſtance 1n the purſuit of our preſent purpoſe do 
theſe two things. 

Firſt, Shew the ſuitableneſs and #«ſefrehnefi of this 
duty, or theſe duties, ( as I ſhall handle them joint- 
ly ) unto the ruining of fin. 


Secondly, Shew the means whereby the deceit- 
fulneſs 
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fulneſs of fin endeavours to draw off the mind from 
a due attendance unto them. 

For the firſt obſerve. 

Firſt, That it 15 the proper work of the ſoul in 
this duty, to conlider all the ſecret workings and 
aQtings of fin, what advantages it hath got, what 
temptations it is in conjuntion withall, what 
harm it hath already done, and what it 1s yet far- 
ther ready to do. Hence David gives that title unto 
one of his Prayers, Pſal. 102. A prayer of the af- 
fliged, when he i over-whelmed, and poureth out his 
complaint before the Lord. I ſpeak of that prayer 
which 1s attended with a due confideration of all 
the wants, firaits and emergencies of the foul. 
Without this, Prayer is not Prayer 3 that 15, what 
ever ſhew or appearance of that duty it hath, it 1s 
no way uſeful, either to the glory of God, or the 
good of the ſouls of men. A cloud it is without 
water, driven by the wind of the breath of men. 
Nor was there ever any more preſentand effectual 
poilon for fouls found out, than the bindin;, of 
them unto a conſtant form. and uſage of I know 
not what words in their prayers and fupplications; 
which themſelves do not underſtand. Bui4 men fo 
in their trades, or in their buſineſſes in this world, 
and they will quickly find the effedt of it. By this 
means are they diſenabled from any due conlide- 
ration of what at preſent is good for them, 5x evil 
unto them, without which, to what uſe car. prayer 
ſerve, but to mock God, and delude mens own 
ſouls. But in this kind of Prayer which. we infift 
on, the Spirit of God talls in to give us his; afliſtance, 
and that in this very matter of findi2g out and 

I 2 diſcovering 


25 The Mind drawn off from its Duty 


diſcovering the molt ſecret aCtings and workings 
of the Law ot tin. Rom, 8.26. We know not what 10 
pray for as we ought, but be helps our infirmities : he 
diſcovers our wants unto us, and wherein chictly 
we {iand innecd of help and relief. And we tind it 
by daily exp-ricnce, that 1n prayer, Believers are 
lcd into fuch diſcoveries and convictions of the (e- 
cret deceitful work of tin in their hearts, as no con- 
fiderations could ever have led them into. So 
David, Pal. 51. deligning the confeſſion of his 
2Ctual tin, having his wound in his prayer ſearched 
by the skKiltul hand of the Spirit of God, he had a 


diſcovery made unto him of the root of all his miſ- 


Carriages in his orignal corruption, verſ. 5, The Sp1= 2 


rit in this duty 1s as the candle of the Lord unto the 
foul, enabling it to ſcarch all the inward parts of 
the belly. Ie gives a holy ſpiritual light into the 
mind; enabling it to ſearch the deep-and dark re- 
ceſſes of the heart, to find out the ſubtil and de- 
ccitful machinations, figments and imaginations 
of the Law of tin thexcin, What cver notion 
there be of it, what ever power and prevalency in 
it, 1t 1s Jaid hand on, apprehended, brought into 
the preſence of God, judged, conderancd, be- 
wailed. And what can poſlible be more cffecual 


for 1t5 ruine and deltruction ? For together with 


its diſcovery, application 1s made unto all that re- 
w—whica in Jeſus Chriſt 1s provided againſt it, all 

ways i ad means whereby it may bz ruined, Hence 
it 1s th} duty of the mind, to watch zwnto prajet, 
1 Pet. 4. 5, Toattend diligently unto the «tate of 
our fouls. and to deal fervently and cffectually 


with Gog about it. The like alſo may be faid of 
Meditation, 


= 
or 
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Meditation, wilely managed unto its proper end. 


Secondly, In this duty there is wrought upon 
the heart a deep full ſenſe of the vilenfſi of fir, with 
a conſtant renewed deteſtation of it, which, it any 
thing, undoubtedly tends to its ruine, This 1s one 
delign of prayer, one end of the ſoul in it, namely 
to draw forth fin, to ſet it in order, to preſent it 
unto it (elf in its vileneſs, bomimation and aggrava- 
ting circumſtances, that it may be loathed, ab- 
horred, and caſi away as a filthy thing ; as 1/2. 
30. 22, He that pleads with God tor fius remiſſion, 
pleads alſo with his own heart for its detefiation, 
Hof. 14. 3. Herein allo fin is judged in the Name 
of God 3 for the ſoul in its confeſſion ſubſcribes 


unto Gods deteftation of it, avd the ſentence of 


his Law againſt it, There is indeed a cozrſe of 
theſe dutics, which convinced perſons do give up 
themſelves: unto, as a mere covert to their luſts : 
they cannot ſin quietly, unleſs they perform duty 
conſtantly. But that moves we ſpzak of, isa thing 
of another nature, a thing that will allow no com- 
poſition with tin, much Ic{5 will ſerve the ends of 
the deceit of it, as the other formal prayer doth. 
It will not be bikes into a fecret compliance with 
any of the enemies of God, or the foul, no not for a 
moment. And hence it js, that oftentimes in this 


duty, the heart is raiſed to the melt tincerc ctte- 


Qual ſenſe of lin, and deteſtation of it, that the 
ſoul ever obtains in its whole courle of obedience. 
And this evidently tends alfo to the weakning and 
ruine of the Law of fin, | 

Thirdly, This is the way appointed and blecf- 
{ed of God to obtain firength and power againſ 


I 3 {1n, 
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fin. Fam. 1. 5. Doth any man lack, let him ask.of 
God. Prayer 15 the way of obtaining from God by 
Chriſt a ſupply of all our wants, afliſtance againſt 
all oppoſition, eſpecially that which is made againſt 
us by tin. This, I ſuppoſe, need not be infifted on; 
it is in the notion and practice clear to every Be- 
liever. It is that wherein we cal, and upon which 
the Lord Jeſus comes in to our ſuccour, with ſuita- 
ble help in a time of need, Heb. 2. j7. 

Fourthly, Faith in Prayer countermines all the 
workings of the deceit of fin; and that becauſe the 
foul doth therein conſtantly engage it (c1f unto 
God to oppole all fin whatſoever. Pſal. 119. 106. 
T have ſworn, and I will perform it, that T will keep 
thy righteous judgments, This is the language of 
every gracious ſoul in its addreſſes unto God : the 
1nmolt parts thereof engage themſelves to God to 
cleave to him in all things, and to oppoſe fin in 
all things. He that cannot do this, cannot pray. 
To pray with any other trame, is to flatter God 
with our lips, which he abhorreth. And this ex- 
ceedingly helps a Believer in purſuing ſim unto 1ts 
ruine. For, | 

Firſt, If there be any ſecret Jutt that hes lurking 
in the heart, he will find it either riſing up againit 
this engagement, or uſing its artifices to ſecure it 
ſelf from it. And hereby 1t 15 diſcovercd ; and the 
conviction of the heart concerning its evil fur- 
thered and lirengthened. Sin makes the moſt cer- 
tain diſcovery of 1t ſelf, and never more evidently 
than when it is molt ſeverely purſued. Lutis in 
men are compared to hurttul and 7»iſome beaſts, or 
men themlclves are fo becauſe of their luſts, 
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k of Iſe. 11. 4, 5. Now ſuch beaſts uſe themſelves to 


| by 
Inſt 
inſt 
2N 5 
Be. 
ich 
(a- 


he 
he 
'O 
,B 
Pp 

ft 


| 


their dens and coverts, and never diſcover them- 
ſelves, at leati ſo much in their proper nature and 
rage, as when they are moi earnftly purſued. And 
ſo it is with fin and corruption in the heart. 

Secondly, It any fin be prevalent in the foul, it, 
will weaken it, and take it off trom the univerſa« 
lity of this engagement unto God, it will breed a 
tergiverſation unto it, a {lightneſs in it. Now when 
this 1s obſerved, 1t will exccedingly awaken a gra- 
cious ſoul, and fiir it up to look about it. As a 
ſpontaneous laſſitude, or a cauſcleſs wearineſs and 
indiſpolition of the body, is looked on as the ft1gn 
of an-5approaching Feaver, or ſome dangerous di- 
ſtemper, which ſtirs up men to ule a timely and 
vigorous prevention, that they be not ſeifſed upon 
by itz ſo1s it in this caſe. When the ſoul of a Be- 
liever finds in it (elf an indifp fition to make tervent, 
tincere engagements of univerſal holineſs unto 
God, it knows that there is ſome prevalent di- 
ticmper in it, finds the place of it, and ſets it felt 
againlt 1t. 

Thirdly, Whilſt the foul can thus conſiantly en- 
gage it ſclt unto God, it 1s certain that fin can rife 
unto no ru:noxs prevalency. Yea, it 1S a conqueſt over 
fin, a moſt conſiderable conqueſt, when the foul 
doth tully and clearly, without any ſecret reſerve, 
come off with alacrity and reſolution in ſuch an 
engagement 3 as Pſal. 18. 23. And it may upon 
ſuch a ſucceſs triumph in the grace of God, and 
have good hope through faith, that & ſhall have a 
final conqueſt, and what it fo reſolves, ſhall be 


done ; that it hath decreed a thing, and it ſhall be 
I 4 eſtabliſhed. 
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eſtabliſhed. And this tends to the diſappointment, 
yea, to the ruine of the Law of f1n. 
Fourthly, If the heart be not deceived by 


curſed hypocriſte, this engagement unto God will 


greatly influcnce 1t unto a peculiar diligence and 
watchfulneſs againſt all fin. There is no greater 
evidence of hypocriftie, than to have the heart 
like the whoriſh woman, Prov. 7. 14. to fay, 


T have paid my vows, now I may take my ſelf unto | 


my ſm. Or to be negligent about fin, as being ſa. 
t:5sfied that it hath praycd againſt it. It is other- 
wiſe in a gracious ſoul. Senſe and conſcience 
of engagements againſt fin made to God, do 
make it univerſally watchful againſt all its+ mo- 
tions and operations. On theſe and ſundry other 
accounts, doth faith in this duty exert it (elf pe- 
culiarly, to the weakening of the power, and ftop- 
ping of the progreſs of the Law of fin. 

It then the mind be diligext 1n its watch and 
charge, to preſerve the ſoul from the efficacy of 
fin, it will carcfully attend unto this duty, and 
the due performance of it, which 1s of ſuch ſin- 
gular advantage unto its end and purpoſe. Here 
therefore ſin puts forth its deceit in its own de- 
fence ; it labours to divert and draw off the mind 
from attending unto this and the like duties. And 
there are, among others, three engines, three ways 
and means, whereby it attempts the accompliſh- 
ment of 1ts dcl1gn. | | 

Firſt, It makes advantage of its wearinels unto 
the fleſh. There is an Averſation, as hath been de- 
clarcd in the Law of Sin unto all immediate com- 
munion with God, Now this duty is ſuch. There 

| 1s 
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1s nothing accompanicth it whereby the carnal 


part of the ſoul may be gratitied, or fatisfied, as 
there may be ſomewhat of that nature in moſt 


publick, duties, in moſt that a man can do, beyond 


pure ads of faith and love. No relief or adyan- 
tage then coming in by it, but what is purely 
ſpiritual, it becomes weariſome, burdenſome to 
fleſh and blood. It is like travelling alone without 
Companion or diverfion, which makes the way 
ſeem long, but brings the Paſſenger with mot 
{peed to his journeys end. So our Saviour de- 
clares, when expeRting his Diſciples according to 
their duty and preſent difireſs ſhould have been 
engaged in this work , he tound them faſt aſleep, 
Matth. 26. 41. The Spirit, faith he, indeed is wil- 


ling, but the fleſh is weak : And out of that weak- 


neſs grew their indiſpotition unto, and wearinels 
of their Duty. So God complains of his People, 
Iſa. 43. 22. Thou haſt been weary of me, And it may 
come at length unto that heighth which is men- 
tioned, Mal. 1.13. Te have ſaid, behold what a 
wearineſſ is it, and ye have ſnuffed at it, ſaith the 
Lord of Hiſts. The Fews ſuppoſe that it was the 
language of men when they brought their Offe- 
rings or Sacrifices on their ſhoulders, which they 
pretended wearyed them, and they panted and 
blowed as men ready to faint under them, when 
they brought only the torn, and the lame, and 
the ſick. But ſo is this duty oftentimes to the 
fleſh. And this the deceitfulnefs of fin makes uſe 
of, to draw the heart by inſenſible degrees from a 
conſtant attendance unto it. It puts i for the 
relief of the weak and weary fleſh. There 1s a 

| ; | com. 
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complyance between ſpiritzal fleſh , and natural fleſh blef 
in this matter, they help one another, and an gut 
averſation unto this duty is the effect of their com- trer 
plyance. So it was in the Spouſe, Cant, 5. 2, 3. ;plo 
She was aſleep drowting in her ſpiritual condition, | anc 
n 


and pleads her natural wnfitneff to rouſe her (elf 
from that ftate. It the mind be not dilige! .y 
watchful to prevent infinuations from hence, if 1t 


dwell not conltantly on thoſe conliderations * 


which evidence an attendance unto this duty to 


be indiſpentible, it it ſtir not up the principle of q 


Grace in the heart to retain its Rule and Soveraign- 


ty, and not to be dallied withal by fooliſh pre- 


tences, it will be drawn off, which is the'etfect 


aimed at. 


Secondly, The deceitfulneſs of fin makes uſe of # 
corrupt reafonings taken from the prefling and | 
urging occaſions of life, Should we, fayes it in the | 


heart, attend ftrictly unto all duties in this kind, 
we thould negle& our principal occalions, and be 
#ſekſs unto our ſelves and others in the world. 
And on this general account, particular b»ſineſſes 
diſpoſſels particular duties from their duc place and 
time. Men have not leifure to glorifie God and 
{ave their own ſouls. It is certain, that God gives 
us time enough tor all that he requires of us in 
any kind in this world. No duties need to juſtle 
one another, I mean conſtantly, Efpecial occatt- 
ons mult be determined according unto eſpecial 
ctrcumfiances.But if in any thing we take more up- 
on us than we have time well to perform it in with- 
out robbing God of that which is due to him, and 


our own fouls, this God calls not unto, this he 
bleſſeth 
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fleſh þlefſeth us not in. It 1s more tolerable that our 
d an dutics of holineſs and regard to God, ſhould: in- 
2M= trench upon the duties of our Callings and em- 
3. -ployments in this world, than on the contrary 
on, and yet neither doth God require this at our hands 
{elf *3n an ordinary manner or courſe. How little then 
will he bear with that which evidently 15 ſo much 
worſe upon all accounts whatever. But yet 
: through the deceitfulneſs of ſin, thus are the ſouls 
of men beguiled. By ſeveral degrees they are at 
q lengthdriven from their duty. 
! Thirdly, Ic deals with the mind to draw it off 
7 from its attendance unto this duty by a tender of 
f 2 compenſation to be made in and by other dutics. 
As Sax] thought to compenſate his diſobedience 
” by Sacrifice. May not the ſame duty performed int 
1 ” publick, or in the Family ſuffice ? And if the ſoul be 
2 | fo fooliſh as not to anſwer, thoſe things ought to be 
, Þ done, and this not to be left undne,1t may be cnſnared 
and deceived. For befides a command unto it, 
namely that we ſhould perſonally watch unto 
prayer, there is as hath been declared ſundry ad- 
vantages in this duty ſo performed againſt the de- 
ceit and efficacy of tin, which in the more publick 
attendance unto it, 1t hath not. Theſe {in lirives 
to deprive the ſoul of by this commutation which 
by its corrupt reaſonings it tenders unto 1t. 
Fourthly, I may add here that which hath place 
' In all the workings of fin by deceit, namely, its 
feeding the ſoul with promiſes and purpoſes of a 
more diligent attendance unto this duty when oc- 
cations will permit. By this means it brings the 


ſoul to fay untoits convictions of duty, as Felix 
| did 
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did to Paul, Go thy way for this time, when IT have cif 
a convenient ſeaſon, T will call for thee. And by this mi 
means oftentimes the preſent teafon and time, which | ® be 
alone 15 ours, 1s lolt irrecoverably. ut 
Theſe are ſome of the waycs and means where- |, m 
by the deceit of fin endeavours to draw off the mind © b 
from its due attendance unto this duty, which is 
{o peculiarly ſuited to, prevent its progreſs and | C 
prevalency, and which aims o directly and imme- | £ 
diately at its ruine. I might infance alſo in other | | 
duties of the like tendency. But. this may fuffice |} 1 
to diſcover the nature of this patpf the deceit of &" 
fin. And this 1s the firſt way whereby it makes" F 
way for the farther cntangling of the Aﬀe&: ic 
and the conception of fin, When fin hath wrought Þ] | 
this cffe& on any one, he is (aid to be 4rawmnaway, 
to be diverted from what in+ his mind he ought 
conltantly to attend unto, in his walking before 
the Lord. | | 
And this will inſtruct us to fee and diſcern 
where lyes the beginning of our declenſi ons and 
failings in the wayes of God, and that either as to 
our general courſe, or as to our attendance unto - 
efpecial dutics. And this is of great importance 
ard concerniment unto us, When the beginnings 
and occaſions of a ficknfi or diltemper of body are 
known, 1t is a great advantage to direct in and 
unto the cure of it. God to recall Sion to him- 
felt ſhews her where Was the beginning of her fin, 
Micah 1. 13. Now this is that which for the moti 
part 15 the beginning of fin unto us, even the draw- 
ing off the mind from a due attendance in all 
things unto the diſcharge of its duty. The priq- 
cipa! 
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have cipal care and charge of the ſoul Iyes on the 
this mind 3 and if that fail of its duty , the whole is 
hich ® betrayed, cither as unto its general frame , or as 

- unto particular miſcarriages. The failing of the 
ere- Þ} mind, 1s like the failing of the Watch-man in Eze- 
7nd kiel, the whole 1s lolt by his negle&, This there- 
1 15 forein that ſelf-ſerutiny and ſearch which we are 
nd called unto, we are moſt diligently to enquire at- 
NE- | ter. God doth notlook at what duties we per- 
2Xer | form, as tg their number and tale, or as to their 


ice} nature. meerly, but whcther we do them with 
of ; that int ytion-of .mind and Spirit which he re- 


their own ſouls. Would you therefore take the 
| true mezſure of your ſelves: confider how it is 
| þ witli youasto the duty of your minds which we 
have enquired after. Confider waether by any of 
the deccits mentioned, you have not been diverted 
and drawn away, andit there be any decayes up- 
on you in any kind, you will find that there hath 
been the beginning of them. By one way or other 
your minds have been made hcedleſs, regardlels, 
flothful, uncertain, being beguiled and drawn off 
from their duty. Contider the charge, Prov.. 4. 
23,25, 26, 27. May not ſuch a ſoul fay, if I had 
attended more diligently, if I had conſidered more 
wiſely the vile nature of tin, if Thad not ſuffered my 
mind to be poſſeſſed with vain hopes and fooliſh 


3maginations, by a curſed abuſe of —_—__ 
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If 1 had not permitted it to be filled with the 


things of the world, and to become negligent in - 
attending unto eſpecial duties, I had not at this day ' 


been thus fick, weak, thriftlcſs, wounded, decayed, 
defiled. My careleſs, my deceived mind, hath been 
the beginning of ſin and tranſgrefiion unto my foul. 


And this diſcovery will direc the foul unto a ſu- 


table way for its healing and recovery , which 


will never be cffeted by a multiplying of parti- : 


cular duties, bat by a reltoring of , the mind, 
Pal. 23. 3. | 


And this alſo doth hence appzar to bgthe great \ 
means of preſerving our ſouls, both as unto their * | 
general frame and particular duties- according to | 
the mind and will of God; namely to endeavour 3 
after a ſound and fiedfalt mind. It is a fignal 


Grace to have the Spirit of power and love, and 
of a ſound mind, 2 Tim. 1.7. A ſtable, ſolid, re- 
folved mind in the things of God, not eaſily moved, 
diverted, changed, not_drawn afide, a mind not 
apt to hearken after corrupt reaſonings, vain in- 
finuations, or pretences to draw it off from its 
duty. This 1s that which the Apofile exhorts 
Believers unto, x Cor. 15. 38. Therefore my beloved 
Brethren, be ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, alwayes abounding in 
the work of the Loxd. The ſtedfaſtneſs of our minds 
abiding in their duty, 1s the cauſe of all our #n- 
moveableneſs and truitfulneſs in obedience. And fo 


Peter tells as that thoſe who are by any means lead 


away, or enticed, they fall from their own ſtedfaſtneſf, 
2 Pet. 3.7. And the great blame that is laid upon 
Backſliders, 1s, that they are not fiedfaſt, Pſal.78.37. 
Their Spirit was not ſtedfajt. For if the ſoul be fafe 

unleſs 
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unleſs the mind be drawn off from its duty, the 


: ſoundneſs and ſtedfafineſs of the mind is its great 


reſervative. And there are three parts of this 


ſtedfaſtne(s of the mind, Firſt, A full purpoſe of 


cleaving to God un all things.Secondly,A daily reno- 
vation and quickning of the heart unto a diſcharge 
of this purpoſe. Thirdly, Reſolutions againtft all 
dalliances or parlics about negligencics in that dif- 
charge 3- which are not here to be ſpoken unto. 


The Deceit of Sin in drawing off th Mind 
from its Attendance unto particular Duties 
arther diſcovered, | Severai things requi- 
red "in the Mind of Believers with reſpe@ 
unto particular Duties of Obedience. The 
AGings of $in in a way of Deceit, to divert 
the mind from them, 


E have not as yet brought unto an Ifſue 

V V the Firſt way of the working of the deceit 

of fin, namely, in its drawing away of the mind 

from the diſcharge of its duty , which we inſiſt up- 
on the longer, upon a double account. 

Firſt, Becauſe of its importance and concernment:. 
It the mind be drawn off, if it be tainted, weakned, 
turned aſide from a due and lirict attendance un- 
to its charge and Office, the whole Soul, Will, 


and Aﬀections, are certainly entangled and drawn 
into 


\ | GOT | 
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into fin, as hath been in part declared, and will 
afterwards farther appear- This we ought theres 
fore to give diligent heed unto, which is the des. 
fign of the Apoliles Exhortation, Heb, 2. 1. There- | 


fore we ought to give the more earneſt heed ta the 


things which we have heard, leſt at any time we ſhould © 


ket them ſlip. It is a failure of our minds, by the 


deceitfulne(s of tin, in loſing the life, power, ſenſe | 
and impreſſion of the Word which he cautions us + 
againft. And there 1s no way to prevent it but by | 
giving of molt earneſt heed unto the things -which 
we have heard, which exprefleth the whole. duty.* 


of our minds in attending unto obedience... > , 


Secondly, Becauſe the actings and workings. f 
the mind being ſpiritual, are ſuchas the Conſciente | 
unleſs clearly enlightened , and duly eXCitec Land * 
ſtirred up , is not atfeed withal, ſo as to take * 


due notice of them. Conſcience is not, apt to 
exerciſe reflex acts upon the minds. failures , as 
principally reſpecting the a&ts of the wholefoul. 
When the Afﬀedions are entangled with fin ( of 
which afterwards ) or the Will begins to conceive 
it by its expreſs conſent. Conſcience 15 apt to 
make an uproar in the foul, and to give it no reſt 
or quiet until the ſoul be reclaimed, or it ſelf be 
one way or other bribed or debauched. But theſe 
negle&s of the mind being ſpiritual, without very 
diligent attendance, they are (ſeldom taken notice 
of Our mindsare often in the SCriptures, called 
our Spirits, as Rom. 1.9, Whom T ſerve in my Spi- 
ritz and are diſtinguiſhed from the ſozl, which 


piincipally intends the Aﬀections, in that diſtri- | 


bution, 1 Thefſ. 5. 23. SanGitie you wholly, yozr 
whole 
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whole ſpirit and ſoul, that 1s, your mind and Aﬀe- 


- ions. It i5 true where the Spirit 1s uſed to ex- 
+ prels fpiritreal gitts, 1t 15 as unto thoſe gifts oppoſed 
: fo our w#rd:r/tandings, i Cor. 14+ 15. Which 1s 


there taken tor the firlt at of the mind In a _ra- 
tional perception of things. But as that word is 


| applyed unto any faculty of our fouls, it 15 the 


mind that it exprefleth. This then being our Spi- 


2 rit, theadtings of it are fecret and hidden, and not 
| to be dilcovered without ſpiritual wiſdom and di- 
Ml 3 ligence. .L<t us not ſuppoſe then that we dwell 
"Z too long on this contideration, which is of fo great 
Z importance to us, and yet fo hidden, and which 


we are-apt to be very infenlible of 3 and yet our 


carcfulnc(s in this matter 15 one of the beſt evi- 


dences that we have of our fincerity. Let us not 
then be like a man that 1s ſcntible, and complains 
of a cut finger, but not of a d.cay of Spirits tend- 
ing unto death. There rcmains therefore as unto 
this head of our ditcourle, the contideration of 
the charge of the mind 1n reterence unto particu- 
lar dutics and (ins. And in the conſideration of it, 
we ſhall do theſe two things. 

Firlt, Shew what is requiced in the mind of a Be- 
liever jn reference unto particular duties. 

Secondly, Declare the way of the working of the 
deceit of iin to draw 1t off from its attendance 
thcreunto. The like alfo thall be done with re- 
ſpe&t unto particular fins, and their avoidance. 


Firſt, For the right performance of any Duty, 1t 


! is not cnough that the thing it ſelf required be per- 


formed, but that it be umverfally ſquared and fit- 
ted unto the rule of it. Herein lyes the great dwu- 


zy of the mind, namely, to' attend unto the Rxtle of 
| K __ _daries, 
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daties, and to take care that all the concernments 
ot them be ordered thereby, Our progrets 1n obe- 
Y:crice, 15 our edification or building. Now 1t 1s 
buta very little fartherance unto a building, that 
a man bring wood and ſtones and heap them up 


together without order. They mult be hewed. 


and ſquared, and fitted by line and rule, it we 
intend to build, Nor is it unto any advantage 


unto our edification in faith and obedience , that | 


we multiply duties, if we heap them up- 


on one another, if we order and diſpoſe them not / 


according to rule. And therefore doth God exprel- 
ly rejc&t a multitude of duties when not univer. 
{ally fuited unto the Rule, Ifa. 1. 11. To what 
purpsſe is the multitude of your Sacrifices 3 and v, 14. 


They are atrouble unto me, I am weary to bear them. 


Dk 6 td. A 


And theretore all acceptable obedience 15 called a 
pro:ceding according unto rule, Gal.6. 16. it 1s 


a Canonical, or regular obedience. As letters in the 
Alpizabet heaped together {ignihie nothing, unleſs 


they arc diſpoſed into their proper order z no more | 


do our duties without this diſpoſal. That they beſo, 
is the great duty of the mind, and which with all 
diligence it 15 to attend unto, Epheſ. 5.15. Watk 
circumſpedly, exactly, accurately, that 1s, diligently 
in all things, take heed to the Rule of what you 
do. Wewalk induties, but we walk circamſpect- 
ly in this attention of the mind, 

Secondly, There are ſome ſpecial things which 
the Rule dirc&s unto, that the mind 1s to attend 
m cvery duty as, 

Firlt, That as to the matter of it, it be full and 
comp'eat. Under the Law, nv Beait was allowed 
tO Le a Sacrifice that had any member wanting, 

any 
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any defe& of parts. Such were rejeted as well 


' 25 thoſe that were lame or blind, Duties muſt be 


compleat as to the parts, the matter of them; 
There may be fuch a part of the price kept back, 
as may make the tendering of all the refidue unac=- 
ceptable. Saul ſparing Agag and the fatteſt of the 
Cattle, rendered the dctiroying, of all the rett uſe- 
le(s. Thus when men will give alms , or perform 


- other fervices, but not unto the proportion that 


the Rule requircth, and which the mind by dili- 
gent attention unto it might difcover, the whole 
duty 1s vitiated. | 
Secondly, As to the Princihle of it, namely, that 
it be done in faith, and therein by an actual deri- 
vation of firength from Chritt, ( Fobn 15. 5.) 
without whom we can do nothing, It is not enougtt 
that the Perſon be a Believer, though that be ne- 
ceflary unto cvery good work, Epheſ. 2.10. But 
alſo that faith be peculiarly acted in every duty 
that we do. For our whole obedience is the obe- 
dience of faith, Kom. 1.5, that 15, which the Do-. 
&rine of faith requireth, and which the grace o 
faith bearcth or bringeth forth. So Chrilt 1s ex- 
preſly faid to be our life, Co. 3.4. Our ſpiritual 
life, that is the Spring, Author, and Cauſe of it; 
Now as in life natural, no vital ad can be per- 
tormed, but by the actual operation of the principle 
of life it ſelf; So in life ſpiritual, no ſpiritually vital 
a, that is, no duty. acceptable to God, can be 
performed but by the a&ual working of Chriſt, 
who is our life. And this is no other way derived 
unto us but by faith. Whence faith the Apoltle,Gal. 
2. 20, Chriſt liveth in me, and the life which I now 


lead in the fleſh, is by the faith of the Son of God: 
K 2 - . Not 
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Not only was Chrift his life, a living principle un- 
to him, but he lead a life, that 1s, diſcharged vital 
aRions in all duties of holinefs and obedience, by 
the faith of the Son of God, or in him; deriving 
ſupplies of Grace and {trength from him thereby, 
This therefore ought a Believer diligently to at- 
tend unto, namely, that every thing he doth to 
God, be done in the ſtrength of Chritt ; which 
wherein 1t conlifteth ought dilgently to be en- 


quired into by all who intend to walk with God, 


Thirdly, In this reſpe& unto Rule, the manner 
of the performance of every duty 1s to be regarded. 
Now there are two things in the manner of the 
performance of any duty which a Belicver, who 1s 


_ fruſied with ſpiritual light, ought to attend unto. 


Firſt, That it be done in the way, and by the 
means that God hath preſcribed with reſped& unto! 
the outward manner of its performance. And this 
13 eſpecially to be regarded in duties of the Wot- 
ſhip of Godz the matter and outward manner 
whereof do both equally fall under his command. 
It this be not regaxded, the whole duty is vitiated. 
I ſpeak not of them who ſuffer themſelves to be | 
deluded by the deceitfulneſi of fin, utterly to diſre- | 
gard the rule of the word in ſuch things, and to | 
worſhip God according to their own imaginations 3 \ 
but of them principally, who although they un ge- 
neral profeſs to do nothing but what God re- * 
quires, .and 9s he requires it, yct do not diligently 
attend to the Rule, to make the Authority of God 
to be the ſole cauſe and reaſon both of what they 
do, and of the manner of the performance of it. 
And this is the reaſon that God ſo often calls on 
his People to conſider diligently and wiſely , -n | 
mNEY |} 


b- 
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they may do all according as he had commanded. 

Secondly, The Aﬀedions of the heart and mind 
in duties belong to the performance of them in the 
inward manner. The preſcriptions and commands of 
God for attendance hereunto are innumerable, and 
the want hereof renders every duty an abomination 


unto him. A Sacrifice without an heart, without 


falt, without fire, of what value 1s it ? No more 
are duties without ſpiritual Aﬀections. And 
herein 1s the mind to Keep the charge of God 3 to 
ſee that the heart which he requires be tendered 
co him. And we find allo that God requireth 
eſpecial Aﬀections to accompany ſpecial duties. 
He that gives with chearfulneſt, which if they are 
not attended unto, the whole 15 loſt. | 
Fourthly, The mind is to attend unto the Ends 
of duties ; and therein principally the glory of 
God in Chriſt, Several other ends will tin and 
{cf impoſe upon our duties : Eſpecially two it will 
preſs hard upon us with: Firſt, Satisfaiion of our 
conviFions and confciences. Secondly, The praiſe, of 
men, For (cli-righteouſneſs and oftentation , are 
the main ends of Men that are fallen off from God 
in all moral duties whatſoever. In their fins they 
endeavour for to ſatisfhe their luſts, in therr duties, 
their conviction, and pride. Theſe the mind of 
a Belicver 1s diligently to watch againſt, and to 
keep up in all a ſingle eye. to the glory of God, 
as that which anſwers the great and general rule 
of all our obedience ; Whatever you 4), do it all to 
the glory of God, Theſe and the like things, I fay, 
which are commonly ſpoken unto, is the mind of 
a Believer obliged to attend diligently and co— 
KR 3 y 
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ly unto, with reſpe& unto all the particular dy- 
ties of our walking before God, Here then lyes 
no {mall part of the deceit of tin, Namely, to 
draw the mind off trom this watch, to bring an in- 
advertency upon it, that it ſhall not in theſe things 
keep the watch and charge of the Loxd. And if 
4t can do fo, and thereby {ſirip our duties of all 
their excellencies which ye in thele concernments 
of them, that the mind is to attend unto, it will 
not much trouble it {elt nor us about the dutics 
themſelves. And this it attempts ſeveral wayes. 

_ Firſt, By perſwading the mind to content it ſelf 
with generals, and to take it off from attending 
unto things in particular inſtances. For example 
it would perſwade the ſoul to reſt fatistied m a 
general aim of doing things to the glory of God, 
without conlidering how every particular duty 
may have that tendency. Thus Sax thought that 
he had fulfilled his whole duty, and done the will 


of God, and ſought his Glory in his War againtt | 


Amalek,, when for want of attendance to every 
particular duty in that fervice, he had diſhonoured 
God, and ruined himſclt and his Poſterity. And 


men may perſwade themſelves, that they have a 


geperal deſign for the Gly of God, when they have | 
no a&ive principle in particular dutics tending at | 
all that way. But if, inſtead of fixing the | 
mind by faith on the peculiar advancing the glory | 


ot God in a duty, the foul content it felt with a 
general notion ot doing ſo, the mind is already di- 
verted and drawn off from its charge by the de- 
ceitfulneſs of fin. If a man be travelling in a jour- 
ney, Kt 1s not only required of him, that he bend 


15 


| 
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his courſe that way, and ſo goon, but it he at- 
tcnd not unto every turning, and other occurrences 
in his way, he may wander and ncvecr come to 
his journeys end. And it we {uppole that in general 
we aim at the Glory of God, as we all protcts to 
do, yet if we attend not unto 1t diftiinctly upon 
every duty that occurs in our way, we ſhall never 
attain the end aimed at. And he who fatisfics him- 
ſelf with this general purpoſe, without afting it in 
every ſpecial duty, will not long retain that pur- 
pole neither. It doth the ſame worx upon the 
mind in reference unto the principle of our duties, 
aS it doth unto the end. Their principle 15, that 
they be done in faith, in the ſtrength of Chriſt 3 but 
if men content themſelves that they are Belzevers, 
that they have faith, and do not labour in every 
particular duty to act faith, to lead their ſpiritual 
lives 1n all the ads of them by the faith of the Sun 
of God, the mind is drawn oft trom its duty. It is 
particular actions wherein we expreſs and exer. 
ciſe our faith and obedience; and what we are in 
them, that we are, and no more. | 
Secondly, It draws oft the mznd from the duties 
before mentioned, by wfinuating a fecret content- 
ment unto it fram the duty it \{clt pertormed, as to 
the matter of it. This 1s a fair diſcharge of a na- 
tural confcience. If the duty be pertormed, though 
as to the manner of its pertormance 1t come ſhort 
almoſt in all things of the rule, gonſcience and 
conviction will be ſatisfied. As Sax}, upon his 
expedition againſt Amalek, crics to Samet, Come 
in, thou bleſſed of the Lord, I bave dn? the command- 


ment of the Eord, He ſatisfied himſelf, though he 
R + had 
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had not attended as he ought to the whole will of 
God in that matter. And thus was it with them, 
Tf. 58. 3. Wherefore have we faſted, ſay they, and 
thou regard:|t it not , they had pleaſed themſelves 
in the performance of their duties, and expced 
that God alſo ſhould be pleaſed with them. But 
he ſhews them at large wherein they had failed, and 
that ſo far as to render what they had done an 


abomination. And the like charge he. expreſſeth 


againſt them, chap. 48. 1, 2. This the deceitfulneſs 
of fin endeavours to draw the mind unto, namely 
to take up in the performance of the duty it 
ſelf. Pray thou oughtett, and thou haſt prayed, 
give alms thou oughtelt, and thou haſt given alms 3 
quiet then thy ſelf in what thou haſt done, and 
0 on to do the like. It it prevail herem, the 
mind 1s diſcharged from farther attendance and 
watching unto duty, which leaves the foul on the 
borders of many evils. For, 

Thirdly, Hence cuſftomarinef{ in all duties will 
quickly enſue, which 1s the heighth of fins draw- 
ing off the mind fromduty, For mens minds may 
be drawn from all duties, in the midſt of the molt 
abundant performance of them. For in and under 
them, the mind may be ſubject unto an habitual 
diverlion from its charge and watch unto the rule, 
What 1s done with. ſucha frame, is not done to 
God; Amos 5.25. None of their Sacritices were to 
God, although they profefled that they were all 
ſo. But they attended not unto his Worſhip in 
faith, andunto his glory, and he deſpiſed all their 
duties. Secalſo Hef. 10. 1. And this 1s the great 
reaſon why Profeſſors thrive fo little under the 
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performance of a multitude of duties. They at- | 
cend not unto them in a due manner, their minds 
being drawn off from their circumſpect watch, 
and ſo they have little or no communion with 
God in them, which is the end whereunto they 
are deſigned, and by which alone they become 
uſctul and profitable unto themſelves. And in this 
manner are many duties of worſhip and obedience 
performed by a woful generation of EHypocrztes , 
Formaliſts, and profane perſons, without either 
life or light in themſelves, or acceptation with 
God z their minds being wholly eftranged from a 
due attendance unto what they do, by the power 
and deceitfulne(s of fin. 

Secondly, As it is in reſpect of duties, fo allo it 
15 in rcſpe& of ſins, There are ſundry things in 
and about every fin that the mind ofa Believer, by 
vertue of its office and duty is obliged to attend di= 


| ligently unto, for the preſervation of the ſoul from 


it. Things they are which God hath appointed and 
ſanQified, to give eff. tual rebukes and checks to 
the whole working of the Law of lin, ard ſuch as 
in the Law of grace, under which we ate, are ex- 
ceedingly ſuited and fitted unto that purpole. And 
theſe the deceit of ſin endeavours by all means to 
draw off the mind from a due conſideration of, and 
attendance unto. Some few of them we ſhall a 
little refle& upon. 

Firſt, The firſt and moſt general 3s the Sove- 
reignty of God, the great Law-giver, by whom it 
is forbidden. This Foſeph fixed on mn his great 
temptation, Gen. 39. 9, Hiw can TI do this great 
wickedneſi and ſin againjſt God ? There was 1n1t 2 

grcat 
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great evil, a great ingratitude againft man, which 
he pleads alfo and inhitts upon, ver. 8, 9. but that 
which fixed his heart and reſolution againſt it, was 
the formality of it, that it was ſin againſt Ged, by 
whom it was ſeverely forbidden. of A Apolile 


informs us, that in our dealing in 2ny thing that is. 


againſt the Law, our reſpect 1s fil] to be unto the 
Law-giver and his Sovercignty : Fames 4. 11, 12. 
If thou judge the Law, thou art nit a qoer of the 
Law, but a judge; there is one Law-giver who «s 
able to ſave and to aeftroy. Conſider this always, 
there 15 one Law-gizer, holy, righteous, armed with 
Sovereign Power and Authority; he 1s able to 
{ave and defiroy. Hence fin 1s called. a rebelizor, 


a caſting off his yoke, a deſpiling of him, and that | 


in his Sovereignty, as the | ercat Law-giversz and 
this ought the mind always practically to attend 
unto, inall the luſtings, atings and ſuggettions of 
the Law of fin, «ſpecially when ad raped by any 
{uitable or vigorous temptation. It 15 God that hath 
forbidden thy thing, tne great Law-giver, under 
whoſe abſolute Sovereignty I am, in dependance 


on whom [ live, and by whom Iam to be dil- | 


poſed of, as tomy preſent and eternal condition. 
This Eve fx<d on at the beginning of her tempta- 
tion, God hath ſaid, we mult not eat of this tree, Gen. 
3- 3. but ſhe kept not her ground, ſhe abode not 
by that conſideration, but {uff-red her mind to be 
diverted from it by the ſubtilty of Sathan, which 
was the entrance of her tranſ{arefiion; and fo it 15 
unto us all 1 our deviations trom obedience. 
Sccondly, The deceit cf ſin, of every fin, the pru- 
n:fpmcnt appoint.d unto it in the Law, 15 — 
thing 
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thing that the mind ought actually to attend unto, 
m reference unto every pargicular evil, And the 
diverſions from this, that the minds of men have 


' been dodctrinally and practically attended: withall, 


have been an inlet into all manner of abominations. 


- 7ob profeſſeth another frame in himſelt, chap. 31. 


23. DeſtruGion from God was a terrour crunto me, and 


by reaſon of his highneſſ I could not endure, Many evils 
he had mentioned min the fore-going verſes, and 
pleads his innocency from them, although they 
were fuchas upon the account of his Greatneſs and 


' Power, he could have committed caltly without 


tear of danger from men. Here he gives the rea- 

ſon that prevailed with him fo carctully to abſtain 

from them, Deſtru&ion from God was a terrour to 

me, and by reaſon of his bighnefs I could not endure. 

I conlidered, faith he, that God had appointed 

death and deliruction for the puniſhment of fin, 

and that ſuch was his greatneſs, highnels, and 
power, that he could inflic it unto the uttermoſt, 
in ſucha way as no creature 1s able to abide or to 
avoid. So the Apoſtle direas Behevers always to 
conlider what a fearful thing it is to fall into the hands 
of the living God, Heb. 10.31. And that becauſe 
he hath ſaid, Vengeance is mine, I will recompence, 
ver. 30. Heis aſin-avenging God, that will by no 
means acquit the guilty; as in the declaration of 
his gracious Name, intinitely full of encourage- 
ments to poor finners 1n Chriſt, he addes that in 
the cloſe, that he will by no means clear the guil- 
ty, Exod. 34.7. That he may keep upon the 
minds of them whom he pardoneth, a due fenle of 


the puniſhment that is due from his vindifive 
| Fuſtice 
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Fuſtice unto every fin. And fo the Apoſile would 
have us mind, that even our God is a conſuming 
fire, Heb. 12.29. that is, that we ſhould conſider 
his holineſs and vindiQive Juſtice, appointing unto 
ſm a meet recompence of reward. And mens 
breaking through this conſideration, he reckons, 
as the heighth of the aggravation of their fins, 
Roms. 1. 32. They knew that it is the judgment of God, 
that they which commit ſuch things were worthy of 
death, yet continued to do them ; What hope is there 
for ſuch perſons? There is indeed relict againſt 
this conlideration for humbled believing fouls in 
the blood of Chriſt; but this relief 15 not to take off - 
the mind trom it, as it is appointed of God to be a 
reſtraint from thn. And both thele conhiderations, 
even the Sovereignty of God, and the puniſhment of 
fin, are put together by our Saviour, Matth. 10. 28. 
Fear not them which kill the budy, but are not able to 
kill the ſoul , but rather fear him which 1s able to de- 
ſtroy both ſoul and body in hel.. | 
Thirdly, The conſideration of all the love and kind- 
neſt of God, againlt whom every fin is committed, 
15 another thing that the mind ought diligently to 
attend unto. And this is a prevailing conlideration, 
if rightly and graciouſly managed in the foul. This 
Moſes preſſeth on the people, Dewt. 32. 6. Do you 
thus Yequite the Lord, O fooliſh people and unwiſe ? Is 
not he thy Father that bought thee © Hath he not made 
thee, and eſtabliſhed thee? Ts this a requital for Eternal 
Love, and all the fruits of it ? for the love and care 
of a Father, of a Redecmer, that we have been 
made partakers of ? Andait 15 the ſame confidera- 
tion which the Apoſtle manageth to. this purpole, 
2 Cor, 
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2 Cor. 7. 1. Having therefire theſe promiſes, dearly 


. beloved, let us cleanſe our ſelves from all filthineſf of the 
fleſh and ſpirit, perfecting holinefi in the fear of God. 


The receiving of the Promiſcs ought to be effe- 
Etua), as to itir us up unto all holineſs, fo to work 


' and effect an abſtinence from all ſin. And what 


Promiſes are theſe ? namely that God will be & 
Father unto us, and receive us, chap. 6. 17, 18. 
which compriſeth the whole of all the love of God 
towards us here, and to cternity. If there be any 
ſpiritual ingenuity mn the foul, whilſt the mind 1s 
attentive to this conlideration, there can be no 
prevailing attempt made upon it by the power of 
fin. Now thereare two parts of this conſideration. 

Firſt, That which 1s general mm it, that which 1s 
common unto all believers. This 1s managed unto 


| this purpoſe, 1 Foh. 3. 1, 2, 3. Bebold what manner 


of love the Father hath bejtowed upon us, that we 


' foould be called the ſons of God, therefore the world 


knoweth as not becauſe it knew him not. Beloved, now 
are we the ſons of God, and it dith not yet appear what 
we ſhall be, but we know that when he ſhall appear, 
we ſhall be like him, for we ſhall ſee him as he is. And 
every man that hath this hope, purifieth himſelf even 
a he is pure.. Conlider, faith he, the love of God, 
and the priviledges that we enjoy by it : Behold 
what manner of le the Father hath beſtowed upon 
us, that we ſhould be called the ſons of God. Adoption 
is aneſpecial fruit of it, and how great a priviledge 
15 this ? Such love it is, and ſuch are the fruits of 
1f, that the world knoweth nothing of the bleſſed 
condition which we obtain and enjoy thereby : 
The world knoweth us not, Nay, it is ſuch love, _ 
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ſo unſpeakably bleſſed and glorious are the effec 


of it, that we ourlclves are not able to compre- 


hend them. What uſe then ought we to make ' 


of this contemplation of the excellent un{peakable 
love of God ? Why faith he, Every one that hath 
this hope purifieth himſelf. Every man who being 
made partaker of this Love, and thereupon an hope 
of the tull enjoyment of the fruits of it, of being 
made ike to God 1n glory, purifizth himſelf, that is, 
in an abſtinence trom all and every fin, as in the 
tollowing words 1s at large declared. 

Secondly, It is to be confidered as to ſuch pe- 


culiar mercies and fruits of love, as every ones 


ſou] hath been made partaker of. There 1s no Be- 


tiever, but befides the love and mercy which he . 


hath in common with all his brethren, he hath alſo 


im the lot of his inheritance, ſome ncloſeres, ſome | 


eſpecial mercics-whercin he hath a ſingle propriety. 


He hath ſome Foy which no ſtranger intermedleth | 


withall, Prov. 14. 10. Particular applications of 


covenant love and mercy to his ſoul, Now theſe | 


are all provitions laid in by God, that they may be 
born in mind againſt an hour of temptation, that 
the conſideration of them may preſerve the foul 


from the attempts of fin. Their negle& is an high 


aggravation of our provocations. 1 King. 11. 9. 
It 15 charged as the great evil of Solomon, that he 
had ſinned agaimlt ſpecial mercies, eſpecial intima- 
tions of love 3 he linned after God had appeared 
to him twice. God required that he ſhould have 
born in mind that eſpecial favour, and have made 
1t an argument againſt fin.. But he neglected it, 
and is burdened with this fore rebuke, _ __ 
A” 
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deed all efpeciall mercics, all eſpecial tokens and 
pledges of love, are uttesly loſt and miſpent upon 


-us, it they are not ztimproved unto this end. This 


then is another thing, that it 1s the duty of the 
mind greatly to attend unto, and to oppole effe- 
ttually unto cycry attempt that 1s made on the 
{oul by the Law of tin. 

Fourthly, The confidcrations that ariſe from 
the blood and mediation of Chriſt, are of the ſame 
unportance. So the Apoſtt declares, 2 Cor. 5. 14, 
15. For the lyve of Chriſt conſtraineth us, becauſe we 
thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all dead; 
and that he died for all, that they which live ſhould not + 
henceforth live z'mto themſelves, but unto him which 
dicdfor them, and roſe again, There 1s a conſirain- 


* ing efficacy 1n this conlideration, it is great, for- 


cible, cff:ctual, 1f duly attended unto. But I muſt 
not here in particular infiſt upon theſe things. 
Nor, 

Fitthly, Shall I ſpeak of the iahabitation of the 
Spirit, the greatdli privilcdge that we are made 
partakers of in this world, The due confideration 
how he 1s gricved by fin, how his dwelling place 1s 
detiled thereby, how his comftorts are forfeited, 
loſt, deſpited by it, might allo be infified on. But 
the inſtances palſl.d through are fufficzent unto our 
purpoſe. Now herein lies the duty of the mind, 
in reference unto particular {ins and temptations. 
It is di}}gently and carctully to attend unto theſe 
things, to dwell conſtantly upon the conſideration 
of them, to have them in a continual readineſs to 
oppolc unto all the luſtings, aftings, warrings, at- 
cemprts, and rage of lin, 

In 
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In refcrence hereunto doth ſm in an cſpecid 


manner put forth and at&t its decezt. It labours by 


all means to draw off the mind from its de at-- 
zendance unto theſe things; to deprive the ſoul: 


of this great preſervative and antidote againſt its 


poiſon. It endeavours to cauſe the ſoul to fatis-_ 
fie it (elf with general zndigeſted notions about-fin, 


that 1t may have nothing in particular to betake 


it (ct anto jn its own detence, againſt its attempts. 


and temptations. And the wayes whereby it doth - 


this may be alſo briefly conſidered. 


Firſt, It 1s from the deceit of fin that the mind: 
is fpiritualy ſlothful, whereby it becomes negligent 
unto this duty. The principal diſcharge of 1ts. 
cruſt in this matter is expreſſed by watching, which * 


1s the great Caution that the Lord Feſ#s gave un- 


to his Diſciples in reference unto all their dangers |: 


from fin and Satan, Mark 14. 37. IT ſay unto all 
watch, That 15, ule your utmoſt diligence and Cir 
camſpection, that you be not ſurpriſcd and en- 
_ tangled with temptations. It 1s called alfo corfr- 
aeration , Conſider your wayes , conſider your latter 
end, the want whereof God complains of in his 
People, Dewt. 32. 29. Now that which 15 contra- 
ry to theſe indiſpenſible conditions of our preſer- 
vation, is ſpiritual ſl!thfulneſ, a5 the Apolile declares, 
Heb. 6. 11, 12. And we deſire that every one of you, 
do ſhew the ſame diligence to the full aſſurance of hope 


zento the end, that you be not ſlothful. It we ſhew | 


not diligence , we are ſlothful, and in danger of 
coming ſhort to inherit the promiſes z See 2 Pet. 
x. 5,9. And beſides this giving all diligence, add to 


your faith vertwe, to vertue knowhaze, &c, For Y theſe 
| things 
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cial things be in you and abound, that they make you that 
by you ſhall neither be barren, nor unfruitful in the 
at. knowlege of our Lord Feſus, But be that lacketh theſe 
Jul things 3: blind, and cannot ſee afar off, and hath for- 
its gotten that he was purged from his old ſins , where= 
is: fore the rather Brethren, give diligence to make your 
calling and eleion ſure, for if you do theſe things 
ke * yo ſhall never fall, For ſo ai entrance fhall be ad- 
Yts miniſtred unto you abundantly into the everlaſting 
th. Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt , 
ver. 9, 10. All this the mind is turned from, 1 
14 © onceby the deceit of fin it be made ſ{thfſul, Now 
nt - this ſloth conſiſts in three things, 
ts. Firſt, Inadvertency; it doth not (ct it (elf to con- 
Ah ſider and attend unto its ſpecial conceraments; 
1- The Apdlile per{wading the Hebrews with all car- 
rs - neſincfs to attend diligently, to conlider carctully that 
x they may not be hardened by the deceittulneſs of 
= ; {in, gives this reaſon of their danger , that they 
' were dull of hearing, Chap.5. 11. That is, that 
- | they were ſl»thful, and did not attend unto the 
y | things of their duty. A ſecret regardleſneſt is apt 
's | to creepupon the ſoul, and it doth not ſet it felt 
- > to adilgent marking how things g0 With it, and 
- } what 1s continually incumbent on it. 
; Secondly, An unwillingnefi to be ſtirred ap untoits 
. | Auty, Prov, 19. 24. The flthful man bideth his hand 
p in his boſom, and will not ſo much as. bring z to 
7 | bis mouth again, There 1s an unwillirgn:(s in 
f |} ſthtotake any notice of warnings, calls, ex- 
, | citations, or ftirrings up by the Word , Spirir, 
> | Judgements, any thing that God maketh ule of, 
- | 'ocall the mind unto a due conlideration of the 
L condition 
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condition of the toul. And this 1s a perfect evi-.op 
dence that the mind is made ſlorbful by the deceit*'T 
of fin, when eſpecial calls and warnings, whether tal 
in a ſuitable word, or a prefling judgement , can-)th 
not prevail with it to pull its hand out of its te 
bolome, that is, to ſet about the ſpecial duties that to 
it is called unto. 

Tiurdly, Weak and ineffe cual attempts to recover W 
ts ſelt unto its duty, Prov, 26. 14. As the door It 
murneth it ſelf upon its hinges, ſo doth the ſlothful man ti 
pon his bed, In the turning of a door upon its, of 
hinges, there is ſome motion, but no progreſs. It} 1n 
removes up and down, but is {till in the place and h 
polturc that it was. So' is it with the ſpiritually tt 
ſlothful man on his bed, or in his ſecurity. He hi 
makes ſome motions or faint endeavours towards hi 
a diſcharge of his duty, but gocs not on. There, ir 
where he was one day, there he is the next; yea, |: 
there where he was one year, he 15 the next. Hig | al 
endeavours are faint, cold, and evanrid 3 he gets no | p 
ground by them, but is alwayes beginnung and ne- | f 


ver finiſhing his work. oo 
Fourthly, Heartleſn:fi upon the apprehenſions of | Js 

: difficulties and diſcouragements, Prov. 22. 13. The | d 
 ſlothful man ſaith there is a Lyon in the way, T ſhall be | t 
ſlain in the Streets. Every difficulty deters him | 
from duty. He thinks it impoſſible tor him to Fr 
attain to that accuracy, exactn.s, and perteGion | | 
which he 1s 1n this matter to prefs afterz& therefore } 1 
contents himſelt in his old coldnefs, negligence, } 1 
rather than to run the hazard of an univerſal cir- : f 
cumſpection. New it the deceit of tin hath once | t 
drawn away the mind wito this frame , it layes it | 1 


Lees 
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vi-.open to every temptation and incurſion of fin. 
cit: The Spouſe in the Canticles {cems to have been over- 
her taken with this diftemper , Chap. 5. 1, 2, 3. And 
an-\this puts her on various ex:zfes why ſhe cavnot at- 
its: tend unto the call of Chriit, and apply her elf un- 
Aat. to her duty in walking with him. 

Secondly , It draws away the mind from 1ts 
7er- watch and duty mrefcrence unco lin by {rprijets. 
vor It falls in conjunction with ſome urging tempta- 
an tion, and ſurprizeth #þhe mind mio thoughts quite 
its. of another Nature than thoſe which 1t ought to 
ItZanfilt upon 1n its own defence, So it ſecms to 
nd *have been with Peter; his carnal fear cloticig with 
ly the temptacon wherein Satan fought to winnow 
Je him, filled his mind with fo many thoughts about 
ds his own imminent danger, that he could not take 
re, into confideration the love and warning of Chrut 3 
2, |.nor the evil whercunto his temptation lead him,nor 
[is | any thing that he oaght to have inſfiltcd on tor his 
10 | preſeryation. And therefore upon a review ot his 
e- | folly in ncglecting thoſe choughts of God, and the 

love of Chriſt, which through the afliftance of the 
of } Holy Gholi might have kept him from his f{can- 
he | dalous fall, he wept bitterly. And this indced is 
be | the common way of the working of the dzcezt of 
n | fin, as unto particular cvils. It layes hold on the 
o | mind ſuddenly with thoughtfulneſs about the pre- 
n 
E 


| ſent fin, potleſſeth it, takes it up, fo that either 1t 
4 recovers not it felt at all to the conliderations 
2, } mentioned, or if any thoughts of them be ſugge- 
= + ſed, the mind 1s fo prepofſett and filled, that they 
e | take noimpreflion on the foul, or make no abode 
t | mit. Thus doubtleſs was David ſurpr fed in the 
a | L 2 entranc? 
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\ entrance of his great fin, Sinand temptation did. 


{o poſſe a4 fill his mind with the preſent object of 
his luft, that he utterly forgot, as1t were, thoſe 


contiderations which he had formerly made ufe of, 


when he ſo diligently kept himſelf from his Ini 
quity. ' Here therefore lyes the great wiſdom of 
the ſoul, in rcj<Qting the very firſt motions of fin, 
becauſe by parlies with them the mind may be 
drawn off from attending unto its preſervatives, 
and fo the whole ruſh into evil. 


Thirdly, It draws away the mind by frequency 


and long continnance of its ſolicitations, making as 
it were atlaſt a conqueſt of it, And this happens 
not without an open negle& of the foul , in want 


of ſtirring up it {4 to give an cffeual rebuke in 


the ſirength and by the Grace of Chri!t unto fin, 
which would have prevented 1:s prevalency. But 


ct this, more ſhall be ſpoken aftcrwards. And: 
this is the firlt way whereby the Law of fin aGs| 
its deceit againſt the foul. It draws off the mind from! 
attendance unto its charge and Office, both in re-; 
ſpect of duty and fin. And fo far as this is done the! 
Perſon 1s ſaid to be drawn away, or drawn off, He 


CAA - 


15 tcmp:ed; every man is tempted, when he is thus} 


drawn away by his own luſt, or the deceit of fin} 
dwelling in him. And the whole cfte& of this 
working of the deceitfulnels of fin may be reduced ! 


unto theſe three heads. 


Firit, The remiſſion of an univerſally watchful frame * 
of Spirit unto every duty, and againſi all, even the 


moit hidden and ſecret actings of tin. | 
Secondly, The omiſſion of peculiar attending 


unto fuch dutics {5 have an eſpec:al reſpect unto 
the 
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' the weakning and rutne of the whole Law of 


Sin, and the obviating of its deceittulneſs. 
Thirdly, Spiritual floth, as to a diligent regard 


 untoall the eſpecial concernments of Duties and 


Sins. When theſe three things, with their branches 
mentioned, leſs or more, are brought about, in, 
or upon the ſoul, or ſo far as they are fo, ſo far a 
man is drawn off by his own lutt, or the deccit of 
ſin, 

There is no need of adding here any directions 
for the prevention of this evil, they having futh- 
ciently been laid down in our paſſage through the 
conſideration both of the dxty of the mind, and 
of the decezt of ſin. 


CRAP, Al, 
The working of Sin by Deceit to cntanele the 
Aﬀedtions, The wayes whereby it is done. 
Means of their prevention. 


He ſecond thing in the words of the Apolile 
aſcribed unto the decerrful working of ſm1s 1s 
enticing, A man is drawn away and enticed. And 


| this ſeems particularly to refpect the Aﬀectt;ons, as 


drawing away doth the mind. The Min4 :5 


' drawn away from duty, and the Aﬀections are cn- 
- ticed untofin., From the prevalency hereof a man 


is faid to be enticed, or entangled as with 2 bait ; {© 
the word imports. For there is an allulion in 1t 


unto the bait wherewich a Fiſh is taken wn the 
L 3 hook 
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hook which holds him to his deftruction, And 
concer.ug this cffect of the deceit of, fin, we hal 
briefly ſhew two tings, 


Firſt, What it 15 to. be enticed, or to be entangled. 


with the bait of lin, to have the AﬀeGjions tainted 
' with an inclination thereunto, and when they 
are (0, 

Secondly, What courle fin takes, and what way 
it proccedeth in, thus to entice, enſ{nare, or en- 
tangle the foal. 

For the firſt, Firſt, The Aﬀections are certainly 


entangles Wien they = up frequent 14g imations 


about the prop:ſed objef which this deceit of fin. 


leadeth and enticeth * cath When {in prevails, 


and the Afﬀections are gone fully after 1t, it fills” 


the imaginaiion with it, poſſeſſing it with Images, 


likencfles , appearances of it continually. Such. 


Perſons deriſe iniquity and work evi] on their 
beds, which they alſo practiſc when they are able, 


when it is in the power of their hand, Mic. 2. 1. As | 
In particular, Peter tells us that they have Eyes full of ' 
an Adultereſi, and they cannot ceaſe from fin, 2 Pet. | 
2. 14. That 15, their imaginations are poſſeſt with | 
a continual repreſentation of the object of their | 
Iuſts. Andt is ſo in part where the AﬀeRions are | 


in part entangled with fin, and begin to turn aſide 
unto it. Fobn tells us that the things that are in 
the world, are the Juſt of the fleſh, the luſt of the 


eJes, EE pride of life , 1 Ep. 2. 14. The luſt of þ 


te Ever 3s that which by them 1s conveyed unto 
the foul. Now it 1s not the bodily ſenſe of ſecing, 
but the nxing of the Imagination from that ſenfe 
on ſuch things that is intended, And this 1s cal- 
| led 
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led the Eyes, becauſe thereby things are contantly 


repreſented unto the mind and io1i}, as outward 
objcs are unto the inward (ene by tc Eyes. And 


| oftentimes the vutward fight of the Ey:s 1s the oc- 
| calzon ot theie unaginations. So Ac acclares 


how lin prevailed with him, fofh.;. 21. Firlt be 
ſaw the wedge of Gold,and Baby/on þ virment, and 
then he coveted them. He rolled them, tne plea- 
ſures, the pront of them, in his Imagination, and 
then fixed his heart upon the obtaining of them. 
Now the heart may have a fetled, fixed deteſtati- 


- on of fin; but yet it a man find that the [magz- 


natin Ot tie mind 15 trequently folicited by it, and 
exerciſed about it, ſuch a one may know that his 
Aﬀedtions axe ſecretiy enticed and entangled. 
Secondly, This entanglement 1s heightned, 
when the - Imagination can prevail with the mind to 


lodge vain thowghts in it, with ſecret delight and 


complacency, This 1s termed by Caſni(ts, Copitatis 
moroſa cam deleftatione z an abiding thought with 
dulight, which towards forbidden 9bjects 1s 1 all 
caſes aqraily finful, And yet, this may be, when 
che Conſent of the Will unto fin is not obtained 3 
when the ſoul would not for the world do the 
thing, which yet thoughts begin to lodge in the 
mind about. This lodging of vain thoughts. in the 
heart the Prophet complains of as a thing greatly 
lanful, and to be abhorred, fer. 4. 14. All theſe 
thoughts are Meſſengers that carry fin to and fro 
between the Imagination and the Aﬀedions, and ill 
encrea(e it, enflaming the Imagination, and more 
and more entangling the Aﬀections. Achan thinks 


upon the Golden Weage, this makes him like it, and 
L 4 loye 
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love it 3 by loving of it, his thoughts are infected, 
and return to the Imagination of its worth, and. 
gocdly ſhew, and fo by lytle and little the foul is 
enflamed unto fin. And here if the Wl parts with: 
its Soveraignty, lin 3s aQtually conceived. 

Thirdly, Tnchnations, or readineſs to attend un- 
to extenuations of ſm, or the xelicts that are tende- 
rcd zgainſt fin when committed, manifclt the At- 
fcctions tobe entangled with it, We have.ſhew-_ 
cd, ard ſhall yet farther evidence that itis a great. 
part of the deceit of fin, to tender lelsning and © 
extenuating thoughts of fin unto the mind. Is # 
7't a little one ? or there 15 mercy provided , or it 
ſhall be in due time relinquiſhed and given over, is 
its language 1n a deceived heart, Now when 
there is a rcadincfs in the ſoul to hearken and 
eive entertainment unto tuch frcret nlinuations 
arifing, from this deceit, in reference unto any fin, |. 
or unapprovable courſe, it 15an evidence that the ! 
Aﬀections are enticed. When the ſoul is willing, | 
as it were to be tempted, to be courted by lin, to | 
hearken to its dalliances and ſolicitations, it hath | 
loft of its conjugal Aﬀcaions unto Chritt , and is | 
entangled. This 1s locking on the Wine when it is | 
red, when it giveth its colour in the Cup, when it move- | 
&h it ſelf aright, Prov. 23. 21. A plealing contem- | 
plation on the invitations of fin, whoſe end the | 
Wife Man gives us, ver. '3Z2. When the deccit of *' 
fin hath prevailed thus far on any Perſon, then he * 
15 enticed or entangled ; the Will 18 not yet comme to 
the actual conception of this or that fin by its con- | 
ſent, but the whole ſoul is in a near inclination | 
iherxeunto, And many othes Inflances I could ' 
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give as tokens and evidences of this entangle- 
ment. Theſe may ſuffice to manifelt what we in- 
tend thereby. 

Oar next enquiry 1s, how, or by what means 
the deceit of ſin proceeds thus to entice and en- 
tangle the Aﬀections 3 and two or three of its baits 
are manifeſt herein. 

Firſt, It makes uſe of its formex prevalency up- 
on the mind in drawing it off from its watch and 
circumſpection. Sayes the Wite man, Prov. 1. 17. 
Surely in vain is the Net ſpread in the ſight of any 
Bird, or before the «cyes of every thing that hath 
a wing, as in the Original. If it hath eyes open to 
diſcern the ſnare, and a wing to carry it away, it 
will not be caught. And in vain fhould the decez? 
of fin ſpread its ſnares and Nets tor the entang}c- 
ment of the ſoul, whilcfſt the Eyes of the mind 
are intent upon what it doth, and fo tr up the 
wings of its Will and Aﬀedtions to carry it away 
and avoid it. But if the Fyes be put out or di-' 
verted, the wings are of very littie uſe tor eſcape. 
And therefore this 1s one of the waycs which 15 
uſed by them who take Birds or Fowls in their 
Nets , they have falſe lights, or ſhews of things to 
divert the ſight of their prey; and when that s 
done, they take the ſeaſon to calt their Nets upon 
them. $So doth the deceit of fin, it hifi draws :f 
and diverts the mind by falſe reaſonivgs and pre- 
tences, as hath been ſhewed, and then cafis its Net 
upon the Aﬀections for their cntarglement. 

Secondly, Taking advantage of ſuch fſeafons, it 
propoſeth fin as deſirable, as exceeding fatisfacto- 


ty to the CCrrupt part of our Aﬀet:ons. It gilds 
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over the object by a thouſand pretences which it pre. 
ſents unto corrupt luttings. This 1s the laying 


of a bait, which the Apoſtle in this Verſe evident. 
ly alludes unto. A bait 1s ſomewaat dctirable and; 
ſuitable, that is propoſed to the hungry Creature 


for iis {atistaction, and 1t 15 by all Arrtitices ren: 
dered deinable and ſuitable. Thus is fin pre- 
ſented by the zhelp of the imagination unto the 
ſoul ; that is, fintul and inordinate objects, which 
the Af; :vns cleave unto, are ſo preiented. The 
Apolile tclls as, that there are pleaſures of fin, Heh, 


11-35. which un'efs they are deſpiſed , as they 


were by. Miſes, therets no eſcaping of fty it (elf, 
Hence they that /ive in ſin, are laid © live in plea- 
ſure, Fames 5,5 Now this pleaſure of fin con- 
fiſtzth in 1ts ſuirz>en ſi to g ve latisfact on to tie 
flcth, to lutt, to corrupt Atﬀections. Hence 15 that 


caution, Rom. 13. 14. Make 1» 'proviſt n fir the. 
fiſh t1 fulfill the luſt thereof; That 1s, do not (affer| 
. yoar minds, thoug'1ts, or aiicctions to fix upon | 
tinful obj.&s, ſuited to give farisfaction to the | 
Laſts of the fleſh,to nouriſh and cheriſh them there. 


by. To which purpoſe he ſpeaks again, G2/.5.16. 
Fulfill ye not the luſts of the fleſh. Bring not in che 
pleaſures of fin to give them farisfaion, When 
men are under the power of ſin, they are (aid to 


fulfill the deſires of the fiſh and of the Mind, Eph.2.3. 


Thus therctore the deceit of fin endeavours to en- 


tangle the Af:dims, by propoſing unto them 


through the affiftance of the Imagination that ſuita- 
bleneſs which 1s in it to the ſatisfaction of its cor- 
rupt Iutis, now (et at fome liberty by the inadver- 
tency of the mind. It preſents its Wine as ſparkling 
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n the cup, the beauty of the Adultereſs, the-riches 
of the world unto ſ{-nſual and coverous perſons, 


» and ſomewhat in the like kind, 1a ſome degrees to 
- Belicvers themſelves. When therctore, I lay, {1n 


would entangle the ſoul, it prevails with the ima- 
gination to {ollicit the heart, by repreſenting this 
talſc painted beauty, or pretcnded fatistactorimeſs 
of tu; And then it Satan with' any pcculiar 
temptation tell into its afſitiance, it oftentimes in- 
flames all che att.ctions, and puts the whole foul 
into diforcer, 

Thirdly, It hides the danger that attends fin, it 
covers it as tne hook 15 covered with the bait, or 
the net (pread over with meat for the tow! to be 
taken. It 1s not indecd poſlible that fin (ould ut- 
terly deprive the foul of the knowledge of the dan- 
ger of it, It cannot diipoſſe(s it of its notion of 
perſwaſion that the wages of fin zs death, and that 
it is the jrdgment of God. that they that commit ſm 


' are worthy of death. But this 1t will do, it will ſo 


take up and poſſcts cre mind and aff-ctions with 
the baits and dctirablenc(s of fin, that it ſhall di- 
vert them from an actual and practical contem- 
plation of the danger of it. What Satan did in and 
by his firſt temptation, that fin doth ever fince. 
At tirſt Eve guards her fclf, with calling to mind 
the danger of ſin, if we eat, or touch it, we {hall 
dic, Ger. 3.3. But fo ſoon as Satan had filled her 
hind with thc beauty and uſctulneſs of the fruir 
to make one wiſe, how quickly did ſhe lay afide 
her practical prevalent contideration of the danger 
of eating it, the curſe due unto it ; or ele relieves 


her felt with a vain hope and pretence that. at 
ſhould 
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ſhould not be, becauſe the Serpent told her ſo, So 


was David beguiled in his great traaſgreſſion, by | 
the deceit of fin; his luſt being pleaſed and fatif- 
fied, the conlideration of the guilt and danger of. 


his tranſgreſſion was taken away : and therefore 
he 15 ſaid to have deſpiſed the Lord, 2 Sam. 12. 9, 
In that he confider:d not the evil that was in his 
heart, and the danger that attended it in the 


threatning or commination of the Law. Now in. 
wiren 1t prefſcth upon the ſoul to this purpoſe, | 


willuſc a thouſand wiles ro hide from it the ter- 


rour Of the Lord, the end of tranſgrefſions, and 
c{pecrally of that peculiar folly which it ſolicits: 


the mind unto. Hopes of pardon ſhall be uſed to 
hide it, and futzre repent2xce ſhall hide it, and preſent 
imporiunity of lult ſhall hide it, occaſions ant oppor- 
2#ntzes ſhall hide it, ſwrprizals (ſhall hide 1t, extenu- 


ation of tin ſhall hide it, balancing of daties againſt | 


it ſhall hide it, fixing the imagination on preſent | 


objects ſhall hide it, deſperate reſolutions to venture |. 


the uttermoli for the enjoyment of lult inits plea- 
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fures and profits, ſhall hide it. A thoufand wilcs | 


it hath which cannot be recounted. 

Fourthly, Having prevailed thus far, gilding 
over the pleaſures of fin, hiding its end and de- 
merit, it proceeds to raiſe perverſe reaſonings in the 


YO OE SETS _ { 


mand, to fix it upon the fin propoſed, that it may | 


be conceived and brought forth, the aff-&ions be- | 
Ing already prevailed upon 3 of which we {hall | 


{peak under the next head of its progrels. 


Here we may ſtay a little, as formerly, to give 


fome few direRions for the obviating, of this wo- 


fal work of the deceitfulneſs of fin. Would we 
not 
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not be enticed or entangled, would we not be dif- 
poſed to the conception of fin, would we be 
turned out of the road and way which goes down 
to death; Let us take heed of our affedions, which 
are of ſo great concernment in the whole courſe 
of our obedience, that they are commonly in the 
Scripture called by the name of the heart, as the 
principal thing which God requires in our walking 
b-tore him. And this is not flightly to be attended 
unto. Prov. 4. 23. faith the wiſe man, Keep 
thy heart with all diligence, or as in the Original, 
above or before all keepings 3 Before every 


| watch, keep thy heart, You have many keepings 


that you watch unto; you watch to keep your 
lives, to keep your eſtates, to keep your reputations, 
to keep up your families > but, faith he, above all 
theſe keepings, prefer that, attend to that of the 
heart, of your atkeQtions, that they be not cntangled 
with ſin; there 15 no ſafety without 1t, Save all 
oth:r things and loſe the heart, and ail is loſt, loſt 
untvall cternity. You will {ay then, what ſhall we 
do, or how ſhall we obſerve this duty ? 

Firft, Keep your affections as to Ss ObjeF mn 
general. This advice the Apoſtle givcs in this very 
caſe, Colofſ. 3. his advice in the beginning of that 
chapter 1s to dirc&t us unto the murtification of ſin, 
which he expreily engageth in, ver. 5. Mortifie 
therefore your members which are on the earth, Prevent 
the working, and deccit of lin which wars in your 
members, To prepare us, to enable us hereunto, he 
gives us that great direction, ver. 2, Set your affe@t- 
ons on things above,n 8 02 things of the earth, Fix your 


affections upo. | heavenly thinzs, this will, "enable 
you 
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you to mortifie tin ; fill them with the things that 


th 


are above, let them be exerciſed with them, and th 


{o enjoy the chietelt place in them. They arc ahove, 


bleſſed and ſuitable objects, meetfor, and anſwers bg] 


Ing unto our aftections. God himfclf, in his beauty 
and giory the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who is altogether 
lovely, the chiefeſt of ten thouſand , Grace and Glory, 
the Myſteries revealed in the Goſpel, the bleſſcd- 
neſs promited thereby. Were our affc&tions tilled, 
taken up, and. poſſefled with theſe things, as it is 


our duty that they ſhould be, it is our happineſs | 


when tncy arez what acces could fin with its 


painted pleaſures, with its ſugred poiſons, with |. 
its envenomed baits, have unto our fouls ? how ' 
ſhould we loath all its propoſals, and ſay unto 


them, Get ye henc? as an abominable thing ? For 


what are the vain tranſitory pleaſures of fin, in. 
compariſon of the excecding recomper:ce of re- | 
ward which 15 propoſed unto us ? Which argu- | 


ment the Apotile preſſes, 2 Cor. 4. 18 


Secondly, As to the Ovje& of your affeFions in an : 


ejpecta/ mann'r, let 1t be the Croffof Chrijt, which 
hath an excecding efficacy towards the difap- 
pointment of the whole work of Indwelling-tin. 
Ga). 6. 14. God forbid thit T ſhould glory, ſave in the 
Cro{7 of cur Lord Feſias, whereby the world is crucified 
unto me, and I unto the wild, Tac Croft of Chrijt he 
gloricd and rejoyced in; this his heart was ſet 
upon, and thele were the effects of it 3; it cruciticd 
thc world unto him, made it a dead and unde- 
firable thing. The baits and pleaſures of ſin are ta- 
ken all ct them our of the world, and the things 
. that are tn the world, namcly the luft of A 
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he luſt of the eyes, and the pride of life. Theſe are the 


nd {things that arc in the world 3 from theſe doth tin 
ve, Make all its baits, whereby it cnticeth and cntan- 
cr» « Bolech our fouls. It the heart be filled with the Croſf 
ity Zof Chrijt, 1t caſts death and undetirablenefs upon 


Ver. 


'Y> 
d- 


es 1 4 : 


'them all, it leaves no ſeeming beauty, no appearing, 
pleaſure or comeline(s in them. Again, faith he, 


It crucifieth me to the world, makes my -heart, my 
affdtions, my delires dead unto any of theſe things. 
It roots up corrupt luſts and atte&tions, leaves no 


-principle to go torth and make provition for the 


fleſh to tulfll the luſts thereot. Labour therefore 


to fill your hearts with the Croſs of Chrift. Contider 
"the ſorrows he underwent; the curſe he bore, the 
- blood he ſhcd, the cries he put torth, the love that 

was in all this to your ſouls, and the myſtery of 


the grace of God therein, Meditate on the vile- 
nels, the demerin, and pumikment ot lin as repre- 
ſented in the Crols, the blood, the death of Chritt. 


Is Chriti crzcifred tor fin, and ſhall not our hearts 


n | be crucified with him unto fin ? Shall we give en= 


Ws; 


” textainment unto that, or hcarken unto 1ts dal- 
* Lances, which wounded; which pierced, which 
- flew our dear Lord Jeſus? God torbid. Fill your 
_ afke&tions with the Criſs of Chriſt, that there may 

be no room for lin. The world once put him out 


- of the houſe mto a flaule, when he came to fave 
us; let him now turn the world out of doors, 


> when he is come to ſandifie us, 


Secondly, Look to the vigozr of the affef(t975 to> 


* wards heavenly things z iftiey are not conſtantly 


attended, cxcitcd, dircGed, and warned, they are 


/ aptto decay, and hin lies in walt to take every ad- 
vantage 
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vantage againſt them, Many complaints we hay 
in the Scripture ot thofe who lolt their firft love, ul 
ſuffering their atfeRions to decay. And this (houll 
make us jealous over our own hezrts, leſt we all 
ſhould be over-taken with thic ike back-11'dingft 
frarne. Wherefore be jealous over them, ottal 
{trictly examine them, and call chem to account# 
ſupply unto them due conltiderations for their ex-\. 
"citing and ſtirring up unto duty. ; 


CH AP. XII. 


The Conception of Sin through zts Decett, ; 
Wherein it confiſteth. The conſent of the. 
Will unto Sin. The Nature thereof. Way: 


Advantages made uſe of by the Deceit of | 
Sin. Ignorance, Erronrs. 


He third ſuceeſs of the deceit of fin in its pro- 
grcfſive work, is the Conception of aGual ſim," 

When it hath drawn the mind off from its duty, 
and entangled the atteions, it proceeds to concert | 
ſm 1n order to the bringing of it forth. Then when |} 
luſt hath conceived, it bringeth forth ſin, Now the con- 
ception of ſm, in order unto its perpetration, can be *' 
nothing but the conſent of the ill : tor as without ' 
the conſent of the Will fin cannot be committed, fo | 
where the Will hath conſented unto it, there 15 
nothing in the foul to hinder its actual accoms- ' 
plſhment. 
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pliſhment. God doth indeed by various ways and 
means fruttrate the bringing torth of theſe adulte- 
rate conceptions, cauſing them to melt away in 
the womb, or one way or other prove abortive, 
# fo that not the lealt part of that fin js committed 
which is wiled or concerved;, yet there 15 nothing in 
the ſoal it {clt that remains to give check unto it, 
when once the will hath given its canſent. Oft- 
timcs when a cloud is tull of rain, and ready to 
fall, a wind comes and drives it away. And when 
— the //ill is ready to bring torth its lin, God diverts 

» it by one wind or other z but yet the cloud 
* was as tull of rain as if it had fallen, and the foul 
as full of tin as 1t it had been committed. 

This concewving of luſt or fin then, 15 its preva- 
Jency in obtaining the conſent of the will unto its 
ſolicitations. And hereby the foul 15 deflowered of 
its chafiity towards God in Chriſt, as the Apolile 
intimates, 2 Cor. 11. 2, 3+ Toclear up this matter 
w2 mult obſcrve, 

Firft, That the 7/7 1s the Principle, the next 
ſeat and cauſe of obedience and diſobedience. Moral 
actions are unto us, or in us, fo far good or evil 
ns as they partake of the conſent of the Will. He fpake 
ty, truth of old who ſaid, Omne peccatum eft aded vo- 
| luntarium, ut non ſit peccatum niſi ſit voluntarium. 


& 
X 
E 
\ 
k 
_ 
© is 
wh 
TE: 
N 
4 
C's 
x 
£ 
J 


ben | Everyſin is ſo voluntary, that if it be not valtntary it 
on inotſm. It is molt true of afiual ſms, Thetorma- 
be : lity of their iniquity ariſeth from the acts of the 
ut will in them, and concerning them. I mean, as to 
Fa . the perſons that commit them 3 otherwiſe in 1t (elf 


; the formal reaſon of fin 1s 1ts aberration from the Law 
mNn- s G 

r ; of od, 

"I M Secondly, 
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Secondly, There is a two-fold conſent of the willfj | 
unto lin. | | c 

Firſt, That which is full, abſolute, complete, andÞ} \ 
upon deliberation. A prevailing conſent, the con- 
vicions of the mind being conquered, and no prin c 
Ciple of grace in the will to weaken it. With thisF c 
conſent the ſoul goes into fan, as a Ship before the®? 
wind with all its fails diſplayed, without any check # 
or ſtop. It ruſheth into fin like the horſe into the} 
battel. Men thereby, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, giving 
themſelves over to ſin with greedineſf, Epheſ. 4. 19.Þ 
Thus Ahabs will was m the murthering of Naboth,Þ al 
he did it upon deliberation, by contrivance, withF 
a full conſent ; the doing, of it gave him ſuch (a-F n 
tisfaction, as that it cured his malay, or the di-} 
ſiemper of his mind. This is that conſent of the will? 
which is aGtcd in the finiſhing and compleating of 
fin, in unregenerate perſons, and is not required 
to the {ſingle bringing forth of lin, whereof we 
ſpeak. 

Secondly, There is a Conſent of the will, which 1s 
attended with a ſecret renitency and volition of the} 
contrary. Thus Peter's will was in the denying off 
his Maſier. His will was init, or he had not doneþ 
it; it was a voluntary a&ion, that which he choſe} 
to do at that ſeaſon, . Sin had not been browght | tl 
forth, it it had not been thus conceived. Bur yet at} #/ 
this very time there was reſident in his will a con- | tt 
trary principle of love to Chriſt, yea, and faith in } at 
him which utterly failed not. The efficacy of it | fl 
was intercepred, and its operations ſuſpended * fa 
actually, through the violent urging of the tcm- | p! 
piation tha: he was under; but yet it was inhis | tt 
will, | 


Ul 
# conſented; It was not done with ſelf-pleaſing, 
| which ſuch full aGts of the will doproduce. | 
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will, and weakned his conſent unto ſin, though it 


Thirdly, Although there may be a predominant 


| conſent in the will, which may ſuffice for the con- 


# ception of particular fins; yet there cannot be an 
” abſolute, total, full conſent of the will of a B:liever 
z unto any fin : for, 


Firſt, There 1s in his will/a principle fixed on 


| good, on all good. Rom. 7.21. He would do good. 
The principle of grace in the will, inclines him to 
} allgood. And this in general is prevalent againſt 
| the principk of fin, ſo that the wil! is denomi- 
2-# nated from thence. Grace hath the rule and do- 
[- |} minion, and not (in, in the will of every Believer. 


[7 Now that conſent unto fin in the will, which is 


wn DO 


BG 


; contrary to the inclination and generally prevail- | 
 1ng principle in the fame will, is not, cannot be to- 


tal, abſolute and complete. 
Secondly, There is not only a general, ruling, 
prevailing principle in the will againſt tin, but 


there 1s alſo a ſecret re/xGancy in 1t againſt its own 
; aQ in conſenting unto ſin. It is true, the ſoul 15 not 
| ſenſible ſometimes of this re{uGancy, becauſe the 
| preſent conſent carries away the prevailing ad of 


the will, and takes away the {enſe of the luiting of 


the ſpirit, or relucancy of the principle of grace 1n 


the will. But the general rule holdeth in all things 


? at all times, Gal. 5, 17. The ſpirit luteth againſt the 
» fleſh: it doth fo atually, though not always to the 


lame degree, nor with the ſame ſucceis. And the 


; prevalency of the contrary principle in this or 
; that particular a&, doth not diſprove it. It i510 
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on the other ſide, There is no ating of grace in| 
the will but fin luſts againſt it , vhs pn thatÞ - 
luſting be not made {cnlible in the tou), becauſe - 
of the prevalency of the contrary 4G, of grace Þ 
yct it is enough to keep thoſe act .uy irom per-Þ 
tection in their kind. SG is it fn hues mtcncy 
of grace againl! the | ating of fn in the ſoul ;! 
though it be not ſeuſible in its operations, yet it} 
15 enough to keep that act from being tull andÞ 
complete. And much of ſpiritual wiſdom lics inf 
dilcerning aright between the fpiritun!  Kenitency of | 
the principle of grace in the will agi1iſt fin, andFl 
the rebukes that are given the foul by conſcicnceF 
upon conviction for lin. : 
Fourthly, Obſerve, that reiterated repeated | 
as of the conſent of the will unto fin, may beget 
a diſpokition and inclineableneſs in it unto the} 
like acts, that may bring the will unto a proneneſ 
and readinef to conſent unto fin upon eahie ſolli-F 
citations, which is a condition of foul dangerous, | 
and greatly to be watched againſt. , 
Fifthly, This conſent of the will, which we have | 
thus deſcribed, may be cont: dered two Ways. 
Firſt, As 1t 15 exerciſed about the circumſtances, 
cauſcs, means and inducements unto fin. Secondly, * 
As it reſpects this or that aQ#al ſin, In the firſt _— 
there 1s a virtual conſent of the will- unto fin in þ 
every inadvertency unto the prevention of it, in | 
every neglect of duty that makes way for it, in| 
every hearkning unto any temptation. leading t0- 
wards it. Ina word, in all the diverſions of the 
mind from its duty, and intanglements of the af- 


&Ctions by tin before mentioned, For where there 
15 © 
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i5no a of the will formally, or virtually, there is 
 .notin. Butthis 1s not that which we now ſpeak 
” of Batin particular the conſent of the will unto 
© this or that actual fin, ſo far as. that exther fin 1s 
committed, or 15 prevented by other wayes and 
means not of our pre{eat confideration. And 
herein conkilts the conce1ving of ſin, 

Theſe things being ſuppoſed, that which in the 
next place we are to conhider, is the way that 
the d:ceit of fin proccedeth in 3 to procure the 
conſent of the will, and ſo to conceive actual fin in 
the foul. To this purpole obſerve, 

Firſt, That the will 7s a rational appetite, Rati- 
onal as guided by the mind; and an appctite as 
excited by the AﬀeRions; and {© in its operation 
* oraGings hath reſpect to both , 15 influenced by 
both. | 

Secondly, It chuſcth nothing.conſents to nothing 
but ſ#b ratfone bon, as it hath an appearance of good, 
ſome prefent good. It cannot conſent to any thing 
under the notion or apprehention of its being evi/ 
in any kind. Good 15 1ts natural and neceflary ob- 
jet, and therefore whatever is propoſed unto. it 
tor its conſent, mult be propoſed under an ap- 
pearanc? of being either good in it ſelf, or good at 
preſent unto the ſoul, or good fo circumliantiare as 
It 153 So that, 

Thirdly, We may ſee hence the reaſon why the 
conception of ſin 15 here placed as a conſequeut of the 
minas being drawn away, and the: Afedions being en- 
tangled, Both theſe have an' mfluence into the 
conſent of the will, and the conception of this or that 
aqual fin thereby. Our way thexctore here is 

M 3 made 
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made ſomewhat plain, We have ſcen at large how | * 
the mind 15 drawn away by the deceit of ſin, and} * 
how the Aﬀections are entangled, that which re-Þ * 

f 


mains 1s but the proper «fe of thele things; # 
For the diſcovery whereof we mult inffance inf | 
ſome of the ſpecial deceits, corrupt and fallacious® 
rcalonings betore mentioned, and then ſhew their ? 
prevalcncy on the 1/ill to a conſent unto fin. bw 
Firtt, The 1%! 1s impoſed upon by that corrupt| 

[ 

( 

| 

( 

J 

| 


reaſoning, that Grace is exaited in pardon , and that} 
mercy 15 provided for {inners. This firſt as hathF 
been ihewcd, deceives the mind, and that opens 
the way to the wills conſent, by removing a fight} 
of evil which the will hath an averſation unto, | 
Aid thisin carnal hearts prevails ſo far as to make | 
thium think that their liberty conſiſts in being ſer-\ 
vants f corruption, 2 Pet. 2, 19, And the poylon of} 
it dot oc taint and vitiate the minds of | 
Belicvers themſclvesz w hence we are {o cautioned | 
againlt 1tin the Scripture. To what therefore hath | 
becn ſpoken before, unto the uſe and abuſe of the | 
Doctrine of the Grace of the Goſpel, we ſhall add | 
{ome few other conſiderations, and fix upon one | 
place of Scripture that will give light unto it. | 
There is a twofold Myjterie of Grace z of walking | 

with God, and of coming unto God. And the | 
great deſign of {in is to change the Doctrine and | 


M;jterie of Grace in reference unto theſe things, and 
that by applying thoſe conſiderations unto. the 
one, which are proper unto the other, whereby 
each part 15 hindered, and the influence of the 
Po&trine of Grace into them for their fartherance | 
defeated 3 See x John 2.1, 2. Theſe things write I \ 

unto 
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ow | unto you that yeſin not z and if any man ſin, we have 
ÞF an Advocate with the Father, Feſus Chriſt the righte- 
” m1; and he is the propitiation for our ſms. Here is 
. the whole delign and uſe of the Goip?l briefly cx- 
in © preſſed, Theſe things, faith he, I write unto you , what 
ous things were theſe? Thoſe mentioned, v. 2. Thelife 
\eir. 2.46 :nanifefted, and we have ſeen it, and bear witniſ), 
and ſhew unto you that eternal life which was with the 
Father, and was manifeſted unto us ; That is, the 
| things concerning the pzrſon and mediation of 
» Chrift: and ver. 7. that pardon, forgiveneſs and ex- 
| piation from fin is tobe attained by the blood of 
 Chrik. But to what end and - purpoſe doth he 
write theſe things to them , What do they teach, 
what do they tend unto ? An univerſal abſtinence 
 fromfin ; I write unto you, faith he, that you ſinnt. 
This is the proper, only,genuine end of the doctrine 
| of the Goſpel, But toabſtain from all fin, 15not 
} our condition in this world. Chap. 1. 8. If we ſy 
| that we have no ſin, we deceive or ſelves, and the trath 
| 2rnot in us, What then ſhall be done 1n this cafe ? 
* Inſuppolition of fin, that we have ſinned, 1s there 
; noreliet providcd for our fouls and confciences in 
the Goſpel ? Yes, ſaith he, I” any man fin, we have 
an Advocate with the Father, Feſzs Chriſt the rirbie- 
ous, and he is a propitiation for our (ins. There 15 
q | full rchet in the propitiation and interceſſion ot 
{ | Chriſt for us. This 1s the order and meth»4 of the 
& © DoGctrine of the Goſpel, and of the application ot it 
y | fo ourown fouls : Firſt, To keep us from tw 3 
e and thento relieve us againlt fin. But here ente- 
e | reth the deceit of fin, and puts this nzw JI/rne into 
7 | 
0 


old botths, whereby the bottles are broken, and 
| M 4 | the 
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the Wine periſheth as to our benefit by it. It 
Changeth this metbod and order of the application 


of Goſpel-truths. It takes up the laſt firſt, and | 


that excludes the uſe of the firlt utterly. It any 


man fin, there is pardon provided, is all the Goffet F 
that fin would willingly ſuffer to abide on the * 
minds of men. When we would come to God | 
by believing, it would be prefling the former part þ 
of being free from ſin; when the Goſpel propoſeth | 
the latter principally, or the pardon of fin for our þ 
encouragement. When we are come to God, and | 
ſhould walk with him, it will have only the _atter : 
propoſed, that there is pardon of fin , when rhe | 
Goſpel principally propoleth the former, of keep- þ 
ing ourſelves trom fin. The Grace of God bring- | 
ing ſalvation having appearcd unto us to that end | 
and purpoſe. Now tne mind being entangled with. | 
this deceit, drawn otF trom its watch by it, diver- | 


ted from the true ends of the Goſpel, doth feve- 


ral wayes impoſc upon the will to obtain its con- | 


{cnt. 

Firlt, By a ſudden ſurprizalin cafe of temptation. 
Temptation 1s the reprefentation of a thing asa 
preſent good, a particular good, which 1s a real evi}, 
a genera] evil, Now when a temptation armed 
with opportunity and provocation, befalls the foul, 
the principle of Grace in the will riſcth up witha 
rejeQtion and deteftation of it. But on a ſudden 
the mind being deceived by fin, breaks in upon the 
will, with a corrupt fallacious reaſoning from Go- 
ſpel- Grace and Mercy, which firſt Raggers, then 
abates the wills oppoſition, and then cauſeth it to 
caſt the ſcale by its confent of the Iid;; of tempta- 

tion, 
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tion, preſenting evil as a preſent good 3 and ſin 
| in the fight of God is conceived, though it be ne- 
ver committed. Thus 1s the feed of God facri- 
| ficed to Moloch, and the weapons of Chriſt abuſed 

to the ſervice of the Devil. | 

* Secondly, It doth it inſenfibly. It infinuates 

© the poyfon of this corrupt reaſonigs by little and. 

- little, untill it hath greatly preva And as the 

| whole cf& of the Doctrine of the Goſpel in ho- 

& lines and obedience, confilts in the fouls being caft 

E into the frame and mould of it, Rm. 6.17. So 

| the whole of Apoſtacy from the Goſpel, is princi- 

| pally the caſting of the ſoul into the mould of 

this falſe reaſoning, that fin may be indulged unto 

| upon the account of Grace and pardon. Hereby 

E 15 the ſoul gratified in floth and negligence, and 

| taken off from its care, as to particular dutics and 

| avoidance of particular fins. It works the foul 

| inſenſibly off from the myſteric of the Law. of 

E Grace, to look for falvation as it we had never 

| performed any daty,..bcing after we have done all 

{ unprofitable fervants, with a refting on Soveraign 

Mercy through the blood of Chritt, and to attend: 

| unto duties with all diligence as if we looked for 

no mercy 3 that is with no lefs careg,though with 

| more liberty and freedom. This the decertfulneſs 

| of fin endcavoureth by all means to work the foul 
| from, and thereby debaucheth the will when its 

| conſent 15 required unto particular fins. 

' Secondly, The deceived mind impoſeth on the. 
: will to obtain 1ts conſent unto fin, by propoling 

; unto it, the advantages that may accrew and 

| ariſe thereby, which is one Medjum whereby its 
LEE % (lt 
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ſelf alſo is drawn away. It renders that which is | 


abſolutely evil, a preſent appearing good, So was it þ 
with Eve, Gen. 3. laying aſide all conſiderations of | 
the Law, Covenant, and threats of God, ſhe all at | 


once refle&s upon the advantages, pleaſures and Þ 
benefits which ſhe ſhould obtain by her ſin, and ® 
reckons them o ſolicit the conſent of hee 
will. 1: z:, Is good for food, pleaſant t1 the | 
Eyes, gnd to be defired to make one wiſe. What ſhould 
ſhe do then but eat it; her will conſented and ſheþ 
did fo accordingly. Pleas for Obedience are laid 
out of the way, and only the pleaſures of fin areÞ 
caken under confideration.So faith Ahab,r King,21. | 
Naboth's Vineyard is near my houſe, and I may make| 
it a Garden of Hearbs, theeefore T muſt have it. 
Theſe confiderations a deceived mind impoſed on 
his il; untill it made him obſftinate 1n the pur-F 
fait of his covetouſneſs through perjury andF 
murther, to the utter ruine ot himſelf and hisF 
Family, Thus is the guilt and tendency of finf 
hid under the covert of advantages and plea- 
ſures, and ſo is conceived or refolved on in the} 
ſoul. 
Secondly, As the mind being withdrawn, o the 
Aﬀeciions beinggenticed and entangled, do greatly} 
farther the conception of fin in the foul by the} 
conſent of the will, and they do it two wayes. 
Firſt, By tome hatty impulſe and ſurpriſal being | 
themſclves [tirred up, incited, and drawn forth by 
fome violent provocation, or ſuitable temptation, 
they put th: whole ſoul as it were into. a com: | 
buition, and draw the will into a conſent unto | 
what they are provoked unto and entangled 
withal. 
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is | withal. So was the caſe of David in the matter of © 
it þ Nabal. A violent provocation from the extream 
unworthy carriage of that fooliſh Churle, ftirs him 
! up to wrath and revenge, 1 Sam. 25.13. He re- 
{ ſolves upon it, to deſiroy an whole Family , the 
” Tnnocent with the Guilty, ver. 33, 34. Self-re- 
” venge, and murther, were for the ſeaſon conceiv- 
+ &d, reſolved, conſented unto, until God gractouſ- 
| ly took him of. His entangled , provoked Aﬀe- 
| Ctions, ſurpriſed his wil! to conſent unto the con- 
| ception of many bloudy fins, The caſe was the 
E ſame with Aſa 1n his anger, when he {mote the 
| Prophet, and with Peter in his fear when he de- 
| nyed his Maſter, Let that foul which would take 
| heed of conceiving tin, take heed of entangled Af 
 feFions. For fin may be ſuddenly conceived, the 
- prevalent conſent of the will may be ſuddenly 
| obtained, which gives the ſoul a fixed guilr, 
5| —_ the fin it (cf be never actually brought 
| forth. 
| Secondly, Enticed Aﬀections procure the conſent 
| of the will by frequent ſolicitations, whereby they get 
| ground jnſentibly upon it, and Enthrone them- 
| ſelves. Take an Inſtance in the Sons of facob, 
| Gen. 37. 4+ They hate their Brother, bccaule their 
| Father loved him. Their AﬀteQions being en- 
| ticed, many new occaſionsfall out to entangle them 
ng | farther, as his Dreams and the Iike. This Jay 
by rankling in their hearts, and never ccafcd folicit-. 
n, | ing their wills, untill they reſolved upon h1s death. 
m- | The unlawfulneſs, the wunnaturalnects of the 
to | ation, the gricf of their aged Father, the guilt of 
ed | their own ſouls, are all laid afide 3 that hatred and 
al. envy 
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Envy that they had conceived againſt him ceaſed | 
not until they had got the conſent of their wills to 
his ruine. This gradual progreſs of the prevalency| 
of corrupt Aitections to folicite the ſoul unto fin 
the Wiſe Man excellently deſcribes, Prov. 23. 31,F 
32, 33> 34» 35- And this is the common way off 
fins procedure in the deſiruction of ſouls which" 
ſeem to have made ſome good Engagements in} 
the wayes of God. When it hath entangledþ 
them with one teraptation , and brought theſ 
will to ſome liking of it , that preſently be-Þ 
comes another temptacion , either to the neg| 
Ie& of ſome duty, or to the. rcfafal of moreſ 
light; and commonly that whereby men fall off 
utterly from God, is not that wherewith they# 
are tirit entangled. And this way bricfly ſuthce? 
for the third Progreſſive AG of the deceit of fin} 
It obtains the wills conſent unto. .its conception, | 
and by this means are multitudes of tins concezv- 
ed in the heart which very little Jets dehile the ſoul, F 
or cauſe it to contra very little lefs guilt, than if 
they were actually commutted. ; 
Unto what hath bcen ſpoken concerning the 
deceitfulneſi of indwelling-ſin 1n general, which great-Þ 
ly evidenceth its power and efhcacy, I fhall adde asf 
a Cloſe of this diſcourſe, one or two particular ways 
of its deceitful atings, contilting in advantages 
that it maketh uſe of, and means of refieving it 
ſelt againſt that diſquitition which 1s made after 
it by the Word and Spirit ftorits ruine. One hcad 
only ct cach fort we ſhall hexe name. | 
Firſt, It makes great advantage of the darknef | 
of the mind, to work out 1ts detign and intend- 
ments. | 
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{cd * ments. The ſhades of a mind totally dark, that is, 
oF devoid utterly of faving grace, are the proper 
cy working place of fin. Hence the eZects of it are 
linf called, the works of darkneft, Epheſ. 5. 11. Rom. 13. 


31, 12. as ſpringing from thence. Sin works and 


0 brings forth by the help of it. The working of 


ich}: laſt under the covert ot a dark mind, iS aS 1t were 
nÞ theupper Region of hell; for it lies at the next 


ledÞ door to it for filth, horrour, and confuſion. Now 
there is a partial darkreſſ abiding {i:1] in Believers; 
| they know but in part, 1 Cor. 13, 12. Though there 
* be in them all a principle of ſaving light, the day- 
| far 1s riſen in their hearts; yet all the ſhades of 
| darkneſf are not utterly expelled out ofthem in this 
E life. And there arc two parts, as it were, or prin- 
” cipal etfe&s of the remaining darkneſs that is in Be- 
| lievers. Firſt, Tpnorance, or a neſcience of the wyll 
| of God, either Juris or Fai, of the Rule and 
| Law in general, or of the reference of the particu- 
| lar fact that lics before the mind unto the Law. 
| Secondly, Errour and miſtakes, poſitively taking - 
{ that for truth which 1s talſhood, and that for /ighe 
| which is darkneſſ. Now of both theſe doth the Law 
| of ſm make great advantage for the exerting of its 
' power in the ſoul. 


Firſt, Is there a remaining, ignorance of any 
thing of the will of God, fin will be ſure to make 


| uſc of it, and improve 1t to the uttermoſt, Though 


At-imel:ch were not a Believer, yet he was a perion 
that had a moral integrity with him in his ways and 
atioisz he declares him{clt ro have had fo, in a 


| ſolemn appeal 'to God the Karcher ot all hearts, 
| even in that wherein he miſcarried, Ger, 20. 5. 


Bat 
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But being ignorant that fornication was a fin, or fo is 
great a fin, as that it became not a morally honeſt | ſe 
man to defile himſelf with it, luſt hurries him in-F li 
to that intention of evil in reference unto Sarah, it 
as we have it there related. God complains that} v 
his people periſhed for lack, of knowledge, Hoſ: 4. 6.K d 
Being ignorant of the mind and will of God, they} tl 
ruſh'd into evil at every command of the Law off tl 
fin. Be it as to any duty to be performed, oras toſ 
any fin to be committed, if there be in it darkneſs 0' 
Or ignorance of the mind about them, fin will not te 
loſe its advantage. Many a man being ignorantÞ} H 
of the duty incumbent on him for the ſtrudion of þ £ 
bis family, caſting the whole weight of it uponÞ} {x 
the publick teaching, is by the deceitfulnef of fin 1 
brought into an habitual lloth and negligence of # mn: 
duty. So much ignorance of the will of God and} le 
duty, ſo much advantage is given to the Law of Þ at 
fin. And hence we may ſee what is that true know- Þþ fi 
ledge which with God is acceptable; how ex- || d 
aQly doth many a poor ſoul, who is low as to no- |þ fr 
tional knowledge, yet walk with God. It ſeems | ac 
they know ſo much, as fin hath not on that ac- Þ} at 
count much advantage againſt them 3 when others | w 
high in their notions, give advantage to their | d: 
luſts even by their. zgnorance, though they know | fi 
it not. | . 
Secondly, Errour is a worſe part or effe& of 
the minds darkneſs, and gives great advantage to 
the Law offin, There is indeed ignorance in every 
errour, but there is not errozy in all ignorance, and | 
ſo they may be diſtinguiſhed. TI ſhall need to ex- 
emplitie this but with one conlideration, and that 
15, 
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is, of men, who being zealous for ſome erroxr, do 
ſeek to ſuppreſs and perſecute the truth, Indwel- 


| ling-fin defires no greater advantage. How wall 
| it every day, every hour pour forth wrath, re- 
| vilings, hard ſpecches; breathe revenge, murther, 
deſolation, under the name. perhaps of zeal. On 
# this account we may fee poor creatures plealing 
E themſelves every day, as if 

| excellency, when they are foaming out their 
| own ſhame. Under their real darkneſs and pre 
| tended zeal, fin fits ſecurely and fills Pulpits, 
| Houſes, Prayers, Streets, with as bitter fruits of 
| envy, malice, wrath, hatred, evil ſurmiſcs, falſe 
| ſpeakings, as full as they can hold. The common 
* iſſue with ſuch poor creatures, is, the holy bleſſed 
* meek Spirit of God withdraws from them, and 
| leaves them viſibly and openly to that evil, frow- 
| ard, wrathful, worldly ſpirit, which the Law of 
| fin hath cheriſhed and heightned in them. Sin 
| dwells not any where more ſecure, than in ſuch a 


they vaunted in their 


frame, Thus, I fay, it lays hold 1n particular of 


| advantages to praGilſe upon, with its deceitfulnels, 
| and therein alſo to exert its power 1n the ſoul, 
whereof this fingle inſtance of 1ts improving the 
| darkneſs of the mind unto its own ends, is a ſuf- 
| ficient evidence. 


Secondly, It uſeth means of relieving it ſelf 


 Wainſi the purſuit that is made after it in the heart 


by the Word and Spirit of grace. One allo of its 
wiles, in the way of inſtance, I ſhall name in thus 
kind, and that is the alleviation of its.0n guilt, Tt 


 Plexdls for it (&1f, that it is rot fo bad, fo filthy, 


fo fatal as is pretended, ard this courſe of 
eXxtenuation 
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extenuation 'it proceeds in two ways. Furſt, Ab- 
folutely, many fecret pleas it will have that thef 

evil which 1t tends unto is not fo pernicious asf 

conſcience is per{waded that it isz it may be ven-| 

tured on without ruine. Theſe conſiderations it 4 
will ſtrongly urge, when it is at work in a way off 
ſurprizal, when the foul hath no leiſure or li! 
berty to weigh its ſuggettions in the ballance ofÞ 
the Sanctuary, and not (ſeldom is the will impoſed} 
on hereby, and advantages gotten to ſhitt it ſellf 

from under the ſword of the Spirit. It 1s not ſuch} 
but that it may belet alone, or ſuffcrcd to die off 
It ſelf, which probably within a while it will do;Þ 
No need of that violence which in mortification i5Þ 
to be oftered it 15 time enough to deal with a mat- 
ter of no greater importance hereafter, With other 
pleas hike thoſe betore-mentioned. Secondly,Compa-F 
ratively,and this isa large field for its deceit and ſub-F 
tilty tolurk in. Though it is an evil indeed to be re-P 
Inquiſhed, and the ſoul 1s to be made watchful Þ 
againit it, yet it 15 not of that magnitude and de- 
Sree, as, we ay ſce in the lives of others, even 
Saints of God, much le(s ſuch as ſome Saints of 
old have fallen into. By theſe and the like pretences, 
I fay, it fecks to evade and kecp its aboad in the} 
{foul when purſued to deſtruction. And how little 
a portion of its deceitfulne(s 1s it that we have de-| 
clared. | 


»  WWACIEY 


+ 


*” er 


ered 


CHAP, 


a a. Ma ans anal 


Obſtru@ions given to conceived Sin. 187 


CHAP. X111, 


| | Several ways whereby the bringing forth of 


conceived Sin is obſiruFed. 


Efore we proceed to the rcmaining evidences 
4 of the power and efficacy of the Law of ſin, 
| we ſhall take occafion from what hath. been de- 
” livered, to divert unto one conlideration that of- 
| fers, it (c1f from that Scrip:ure, which was made 
..| the bottom and foundation of our diſcourſe ofthe 
| general deceitfubneſſ of mz namely F amrs I. I4, 
| The Apoſtle tells us that, lu? conceiving brings forth 
| fm; (ceming to intimate, that look what fin is 
- conceived, that alſo is brought forth, Now 
| placing the conception of fin, as we have done, 1n 
| the conſent of the ill unto it, and reckoning, as we 
| ought, the bringing forth of ſin to conſitt in 1ts 
| attual commiſſion, we know that theſe do not ne- 
| ccſlarily follow one another. There 15a world of 
| fin conceived in the womb of the wills and hearts 


Ry ; 
\.| of men, that is never brought forth. Our preſent 
1-þ buſineſs then ſhall be to enquire whence that 


,_ | comes topals. I an{w.r thcn 

{ Firſt, That this 1s not fo, js no thanks to fin, 
; nor the Law of it. What it conceives, it would 
bring forth ; and that it doth not, is for the moſt 
part but a ſmall abatement of its guilt. A deter- 
| minate will of aQtual finning, is actual fin. There is 
| nothing wanting on fins part, that every co 
CELIVEL 
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ceived. fin is not acually accomplithed. The ob-| 


ftacle and prevention lies on another hand. 


Secondly, There are two things that are ne-| 
ceſſary in the creature that hath conceived ſin, fork 


the bringing of it forth, Firſt, Power. Second-F j; 


ly, Continuance in the will of ſinning, until it be per-\ 


petrated and committed. Where theſe two are, 


aQual fin will unavoidably enſue. It is evident} þ 


therefore, that that which hinders conceived fin} 
from being brought forth, muſt affet either thef 


power or the will of the finner. This muſi be from} 
God. And he hath two ways of doing it. Firtt, Byf 
his Providence, whereby he obſtrucdts the power off 
finning. Secondly, By his Grace, whereby he di-F 
verts or changes the will of finning. I do notÞ 
mention theſe ways of Gods difpenſations thus} 
diſtinaly, as though the one of them were always} 


without the other; for there is much of grace inÞ 4; 
providential adminiſtrations, and much of theÞ 7 


wiſdom of providence (cen in the diſpenſations of 
grace. But I place them in this diſtinRion, be-F 
cauſe they appear moſt eminent therein. Provi-þ 
dence in outward ads reſpecting the power of thef | 
creature, Grace common or ſpecial in internalſ 


efficacie, reſpecting his will. And we ſhall begin| 


with the firſt. 


Firſt, When fin 15 conceived, the Lord obſiruds | 
its production by his providencein taking away, or 


taking ſhort that power which is abſolutely nece(- 


fary for its bringing forth or accompliſhment. As, | 
Firſt, Life 1s the foundation of all power, the} 1 
principle of operation. When that ceaſeth, all}. 


power ceaſeth with it. Even God himſelf, to 
EVInce 
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| evince the everlaſting Cabilicy of 1115 own powers 
gives himſelt the title of the /iving God, Now he 
-| trequently obviates the power of exerting fin 
* aQually, by cutting ſhoxt and taking away the 
-F lives of them that have conceived it. Thus he 
-+ dealt with the Army of Senacherib, when according 
| as he had purpoſed, ſo he threatned that the Lord 
 ſhowld not acliver Feruſalem out of his hand, 2 Kings 
| 18. 35. God threatens to cut ſhort his power, that 
| he ſhould not execute his intendment, chap. 19, 28. 
| which he performs accordingly, by taking away 
* the Hves of his ſauldiers, ver. 35. without whom it 
| was umpoſiible that his conceived fin ſhould be 
-| brought forth. This providential diſpenſation in 
the obſtruction of conceived fin, Moſes excellently 
| (ets: forth in the caſe of Pharaoh, Exod. 15 9, 19. 
| The enemy ſaid, 1 will purſue, I will overtake, 1 will 
inf divide the ſpoil, my laſts ſhall be ſatisfied upon them : 
| T vill draw my ſword, my hand ſhall deſtroy them. 
| Thou didft blow with thy wind, the ſea covered them, 
-Þ they ſank as lead in the mighty waters. Sins conce- 
-Þ ption is fully expreſſed, and as full a prevention 
15 annexed unto. it. In ke manner he dealt with 
| the Companies of Fifties and their Captains, who 
inf came to apprehend Elijah, 2 Kings 1. 10, 11+ Fire 
| came down from heaven and conſumed them, 
' when they wcre ready to haye taken him. And 


ſundry other inſtances of the like nature might be 
recorded. That which is of univerſal concern- 
ment, we havein that. great providential alteration, 
which pat a period to the lives of men. Men liv- 
ing hnndreds . of. years, had a long ſeaſon to bring 


forth the fins they had conceived 3 thereupon the 


N 2 earth 
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earth was filled with violence, injuſtice, and ra- | 
pine, and all fleſh corrupted their ways, Gen. 6. 12,19. | 
To prevent the like inundation of fin, God ſhor-| 
tens the courſe of the pilgrtmage of men in the| 
earth, and reduces their lives to a much ſhorter | 
meaſure. Befides this general Law, God daily! 


thus cuts off perſons, who had conceived much 
miſchief and violence in their hearts, and prevents 
the execution of it. Blood-thirity and deceitful men 
do nct live out balf their days, They have yet much 
work to do, might they have but ſpace given 
them to execute the bloody and fintul purpoſes of 


their minds. The Pſalmiſt tells us, Pſal. 146: 4| 
| In the day that the breath of man goeth forth, buf 
thoughts periſh : he had many contrivances about} 
fin, but now they are all cut off. So alſo, Eccleſ.8. 
12, 13. Though a ſinner do evil an hundred times, and | 
his days be prolonged yet ſurely I know that it ſhall | 
well with them that fear God, which fear before him; | 


but it (ball not be well with the wicked, neither ſhall 
he prolong his days, which are as a ſhadow, becauſe he 


feareth not before God, How long loever a wicked} 
man lives, yet hedies judicially, and ſhall not abide} 


todo the cvil he had conceaved. 


But now fecing we have granted, that even} 
Belzevers themfelves may conceive fin through the} 
power and the deceitfulneſs of it, it may be en-| 
quired whether God ever thus obviates its pro-} 
duction and accompliſhment in them, by cutting | 
oft and taking away their lives, ſo as that they ſhall 


not beable to pexform it : I anſwer, 
Firft, That Gbd doth not judicially cut off and 
take away the flie of any. of his, for this end and 
purpoſe, 
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| purpoſe, that he may thereby prevent the execu- 
tion, or bringing forth of any particular ſin that he 
' had conceived, and which without chat :2king 
the | away he would have perpetrated. For, 

Firſt, This is directly contrary to the very de- 
| clared end of the patience of God towards them, 
2 Pet. 3.9. This 15 the very end of the long-ſuffering 
of God towaras Believers, that bctore thcy depart 


nts|, | 
nen | hence, they may come to the ſenſe, acknowh dgmint, 
1c} and repentance of every known fan. This is the 


| conſtant and unchangeable rule of Gods paticnce 


/en þ 
- of | 1 the Covenant of grace z which 1s fo tar from 
4. | bcing in theman encouragement unto fin, that it 


by | is a motive © univerſal watchtulneſs 3gainſt It, 
| ofthe (Game nature with all Goſpcl-grace, and of 
8 © mercy in the blood of Chrilt, Now this dilpenfa- 
| tion whereof we (ſpeak, would lic in a dire con- 
1 þ, | tradition unto it. 

a; - Secondly, This alſo flows from the former, that 
all whereas conceived ſm contains the whole nature of 
þ | it, as our Saviour at large declares, Matth. 5. And 
ed to be cut off under the guilt of it, to prevent its 
| farther progreſs, argues a continuance in the pur- 
| poſe of it without repentance z it cannot be but 
they muſt periſh for ever who are fo judicia/ly cut 
hef ff But God deals not fo with his, he catis not 
n-| off the people whom he did ftore-know. And 
o-þ thence David prays for the patierc: of God be- 
| fore-rwentioned, that it might not be ſo with him, 

allÞ Fſzl. 39. 13. O ſpare me that 1 may recover ſtrength, 

| before I go hence and be rio wore, But yet, 

1d} Secondly, There are forme calcs wherein God 


1d} may, and doth take away the /ives of his own to 


N 3 prevenc 
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prevent the guilt that otherwiſe they would be} 


involved in; as, 


Firſt, In the coming of ſome great temptationh, 
and trial upon the world. God knowing that} 
ſuch and ſuch of his would not be able to with-| 
fiand it, and hold out againſt it, but would dif-F 
honour him, and defile themſelves, he may, and 
* doubtleſs often doth take them out of the world, | 
to take them out of the way of its 1a..57. 1. Thi} 
rightezus is taken away from the evil #0 come; not} 
only the evil of puniſhment and judgment, but the} 
evil of temptations and trials, which oftentimes} 


provcs much the worſe of the two, Thus a Cap-| 
tain in war will call off a ſouldier from his watch} 
and guard, when he knows that he 15 not able, 
through ſome infirmity, to bear the ſircls and} 


force of the enemy that 15 coming upon him. 


Secondly, In caſe of their engagement into any| 
way not acceptable to him, through 1gnorance, | 
or not knowing of his mad and will. Ths fecmsÞ 


_ fo have been the caſe of Foſiah. Anddoubticſs the 
| Lord doth oftentimes thus proceed with his. 
When any of his own are engaged in ways that 


pleaſe him not, through the darkneſs and. 1gno- | 
rance of their minds, that they may not proceed | 
to farther evil or miſchief, he calls them off from | 
their ſtation and employment, and takes them to | 


himſelf, where they ſhall erre and miſtake no 
more. But in ordinary caſes, God hath other ways 


of diverting his own from ſin, than by killing of | 


them, as we ſhall ſee afterwards. 


Secondly, God providentially hinders the 
bringing forth of conceived lin, by taking away, | 
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| and cutting ſhort the power of them that had conceived 
| itz ſo that though their lives continue, they ſhall 
| not have that power, without which it is impoſſible 
* forthem to execute what they had intended, or 


to bring forth what they had conceived. Hereof 


CE alſo we have ſundry inftances. Thus was the cafe 


with the Builders of Babel, Gen. 11. What ever 1t 
were in particular that they aimed at, it was in 
the purſuit of a delign of Apoſiaſic from God. 
One thing requiſite to the accomplithing of what 
they aimed at, was the onentfi of their language 5 
ſo God ſays, ver.6. They have all one language, and 


| this they begin to do, ana now nothing will be re- 
' ſtrained from them that they have imagined to do, Tn 
 anordinary way they will accompliſh their wick- 


ed delign. What courſe doth God now take to ob- 
viate their conceived fin? doth he bring a flood 
upon them to deſtroy them, as in the old world 
ſometime before ? Doth he ſend his Angel to cut 
them off, ike the Army of Senacherib afterwards ? 
Doth he by any means take away their lives ? 
No, their lives are continued, but he confounds 
their language, lo that they cannct go on with 
their work, ver. 7. takes away that wherein their 
power conliſfted. In like manner did he proceed 
with the Sodomites, Ger. 19. 11. they were en- 
gaged in, and (et upon the purſuit of their filthy 
lafts. God ſmites them with blindneff, ſo that they 
could not find the door where they thought ta 
have uſed violence for the compaſſing of their ends 3 
their lives were continued, and their will of {in- 
ing, but their power 1s cut ſhort and abridged. His 


dealing with Feroboam, x King, 13. 4. was of the 
N 4 ſame 
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Game nature. He ſtretched out his hand to lay hold} w 
of the Prophet, and it withered and became uſe- | ar 


leſs. And this 1s an eminent way of the effeQual 
ating of Gods providence in the world, for the} 
ſtopping of that inundation of fin, which would 
ever flow all rhe earth were every womb of it Þ 
opened. He cuts men ſhort of their moral power, i 
whereby they ſhould effect it. Many a wretch} 
that hath conceived miſchief againtt the Church} 
of God, hath by this means been diveſited of his 
power, whercby he thought toaccompliſh it. Some | 
have their bodies ſmitten with diſeaſes, that they |} 
can no more (ſerve their luftis, nor accompany | ; 
thcm in the perpetrating of folly. Some are de- þ 
prived of the inſtruments whereby they would | 
work. There hath been for many days, fin and þ 
miſchicf enough conceived, to root out the gene- | 
1ation of the righteous from the face of the earth, þ 
had men ftrength and ability to their will, did not | « 
Gcd cut cfand ſhorten their power, and the days | 
ct their prevalency. Pſa!. 64. 6. T hey ſearch out ini- þ 
euities, they accompliſh a diligent ſearch, both the in- | 
ward thought of every 5ne of them and the heart us | t 
deep. All thingsare jn a readineſs, the deſign is Þ a 
well Jaid, their counſels are deep and ſecret. What | £ 
now ſhall hinder them from doing what ever they | i 
have imagined todo? wer. 7, 8. But God ſhall ſhoot | 
at them with an arrow, ſuddenly ſhall they be wounded : | f 
So they ſhall make their own tongue to fall upon them- | | 
ſelves. God meets 'with them, brings them down, | a 
c 
I 
| 


that they ſhall not be able to accompiith their de- 
hgn. And this way of Gods preventing fin, ſeems 
to be at leaft ordinarily, peculiar to the men of the 

world 


| 
al 
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| world; God deals thus with them every day, 
and leaves them to pine away 1n their fins. They 

o all their days bigg with the iniquity they _ 
| concived, and are greatly burdened that they can- 


| not be delivered «fit. The Prophet tells us, that 
| they praiſe iniquity that they had conceived, becauſe 
* it 1s in the power of their hand, Micah 2. 1. If they 


h | have power for it, they will accompl.th it 3 Ezek. 


| 22. 6. To their power they ſhed blood, This 1s the 
| meaſure of their ftinning, even their power. They 
© do many of them, no more «vil, thcy commit no 


y | more fin than they can. Their whole rettraint lyes 


{ m being cut ſhort in power in one kinde or ano- 
| ther. Their bodyes will not ſerve them for their 
* contrived uncleannefles; nor their hands for their 
+ revenge and rapine, nor their Inſtruments for per- 
= | ſecutionz but they go burdened with conceived 
| fin, and are diſquicted and tortured by it all their 
| dayes, And hence they become in themſelves, as 
well as unto others, a troubled Sex that cannot reſt, 
| Iſa. 57. 20. 


It may be alſo 1n ſome caſes, under fome violent 


| temptations, or in miſtakes, God may thus obvi- 
* ate the accompliſhment of conceived tin in his own. 
* And there ſcems to be an Inſtance of it in his dea}- 
| ing with Fehſaphat, who had defigned againlt the 
| mind of God to joyn im athnity with Ahab, and to 
| ſerd his Ships with him to Tarfhiſh , but God 


breaks his Ships by a winde, that he could not 
accompliſh what he had defigned. But in Gods 
dealing with his in this way, there 1s a diffe- 
rence from the ſame diſpenſation towards others 3 


for, 


Firſt, 


” 
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Firli, It is 6 only in caſcs of extraordinary temp- 
£2tion., When through che violence of temptation, 
and craft of Satan, they are hurryed from under 


the conduct of the Law of grace, God one wayf 


or other takes away their power, or may do o, 


that they ſhall not be able to execute what they} 
had detigned. But this is an ordinary way of! 


dealing with wicked men. This hook of God 


upon them in the whole courſe of their lives 3 and| 


they firuggle with it, being as a wild Bull in a net, 
Iſa. 51.20. Gods Net is upon them, and they are 


filled with fury that they cannot do all the wic-} 


kedneſs that they would. 


Secondly, God doth it not to leave them tof 
wreſtle with Sin, and to attempt other wayes of us| 
accompliſhment upon the failure of that which 


they were engaged in, but by their diſappointment 


awakens them to conlider their condition , and | 


what they are doing, and ſo conſumes ſin in the 
womb by the wayes that ſhall afterwards be infiſtcd 
on. Some Mens deprivation of power for the 
committing, of conceived contrived tin, hath been 
ifanctificd to the changing, of their hearts from all 
dalliances with that or other ſins. 

Thirdly, God providentially hinders the bringing 
forth of conceived fin, by oppoling an externall 


hindering power unto finners. He leaves them their | 
lives, and leaves them power to do what they | 


intend, only he raiſeth up an oppolite power to 


coerce, forbid, and reſtrain them. An Inſtance here- | 
of we have, 1 Sam. 14. 45. Saul had ſworn that | 
Fonathan ſhould be put to death, and as far as ap- | 
pears went on reſolutely to have flain him ; God | 
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ſtirs up the ſpirit of the People, they oppoſe hw 
ſelves to-:the wrath and fury of Saul, and Fonathan 
is delivered. So alſo 2 Chron. 26. 17, 1% a 
When King V=zziah would have in his own Per- 
ſon offered Incenſe contrary to the Law, Ezghty 
Men of the Prieſts reſiſted him, and drove him out 
of the Temple. And to this head are to be re- 
ferred all the affiftances which God ttirreth up for 
deliverance of his People againſt the tury of Pers 
ſecutors* He raileth wp Saviowurs or Deliverers 
on Mount Sion, to judge the Mount of Edom 1, fo Rev. 
12. 16. The Dragon, and thoſe acting undey him, 
ſpirited by him, were in a farious endeavour for 
the deſtruction of the Church ; God ftirs up the 
Earth to her afliftance, even Men of the World, 
not engaged with others in the detign' of Satan, 
and by their oppoſition hinders them from the 
execution of their deſigned rage. Of this nature, 
ſeems to be that dealing of God with his own 
People, Hoſ. 2+ 6, 7. They were mn the purſuit 
of their iniquatics, following aftcr their Lovers ; 
God leaves them tor a while to act in the folly of 
their ſpirits, but he ſets a hedge, and a wall before 
them that they ſhall not be able to fulfill their de- 
ligns and luſts. 
Fourthly, God obviates the accompliſhment of 
conceived fin, by removing, or taking away the 
97s on whom, or about whom, the lin conceived 
was to be committed, Ads 12. 11. yields us a fig- 
nal Inſtance” of this iſſue of Providence : When 
the day was coming wherein Herod thought to 
have ſlain Peter who was ſhut up in Priſon, God 
ſends and takes him away from their rage and 


lying 


\ 
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lying in wait. So alſo was our Saviour himſelf | 
taken away from the murderous rage of the Few: | 
before his hour was come, Fohn 8. 59. chap. 10. 39. | 
Both Primetive and latter times are full of ſtories to | 
this purpoſe : Priſon-doors have been opened, and | 
poor Creatures appointed to dye have been fre- | 
quently reſcued from the Jaws of death. In the 
World it ({:f amongſt the Men thereof, Adulterers | 
and Adultereſſes,the tin of the one is often hindered |. 
and ſtifled by the taking away of the other. So | 
wings were given to the woman to carry her into | 
the Wilderneſs end to diſappoint the World inthe | 


exccution of their rage, Rev. 12. 14. 


Fifthly, God doth this by fome eminent dzver- | 
ſions of the thoughts of Men who had conceived | 
fin; Gen, 37.24. The Brethren of Foſeph caſt him ! 


into a pit, with an intent to famiſh him there ; 


whileſt they were, as it ſeems, pleaſing th:mſclves | 


with what they had done, God orders a Com- 


pany of Merchants to come by, and diverts their | 


thoughts with that new objed trom the kilinp, to 
the ſelling of their Brother, verſ. 26. 27. And how 
| far therein they were ſubſervient to the infinitely 
wile Counſel of God, we know. Thus alſo when 
Saul was in the purſuit of David, and was evcn 
ready to prevail againti him to his defiruction , 
God fiirs up the Philiftins to invade the Land, 
which both diverted his thoughts, and drew 
the courſe of his aQtings another way , 1 Sam, 
27. 27. 

And theſe are ſome of the wayes whereby God is 
pleaſed t5 hinder the bringing forth of conceived ſin, 


by oppoling himſelf and his Providence to the 
power 


Len on a oe a 


Ja EDD as an. A” ©®\ fr oct 


Obftrni#ions given to conceived Sin. 199 


elf | power of the ſmning Creature. And we may a little 
we Þ jn our paſſage take a brief view of the great ad- 
9. | yantages to Faith, and the Church of God, which 
'0 | may be found in this matter. As, 
nd Firſt, This may give us a little inſight into the 
'c- | ever to be adored Providence of God, by theſe and 
he | the ike wayes in great variety obliruting the 
rs } breaking forth of fin in the World. It is he who 
<d | makes thoſe dams, and ſhuts vp thoſe flood-gates 
O | of corrupted Nature, that it ſhall not break forth 
0 | in a deluge of filthy Abominations to overwhelm 
i | the Creation with confuſion and diſorder. As it 
* wasof old, fo it is at this day; Every thought and 
' imagination of the heart of Man is evil, and that con- 
* tinually. That all the Earth is not in all places 
* tilled with violence, as it was of old, is meerly 
| from the mighty hand of God working «ffcctually 
| for the ebſiructing of fin. From hence alone it 15, 
| that the High-wayes, Strects and Fields, are not all 
| filled with violence, blood, rapince , uncleanneſs, 
\ and every villany that the heart of Man can con- 
| ceive. O the intinite beauty of divine Wiſdom 
{ and Providence in the government of the World: 
{ For the Conlervation of it asks dayly no leſs pow- 
' er and wiſdom than the firſt making of it d1d re- 
| quire. 
Secondly, It we will look to our own Concern- 
ments, they will in a ſpecial manner 1n.orce us 
{ to adore the wiſdom and cfhcacy of the Provi- 
dence of God, in ſtopping the progreſs of conceived 
| ſn. That we arc at peace in our Houſcs, at reſt 
in our Beds, that we have any quiet 1n our En- 
joyments, is frem hence alone z; Whoſe Perſon 
would 
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would not. be defiled, or deſtroyed ? whoſe Habi- | 
tation would not be ruined ? whoſe blood almoſt F 
would not be ſhed, it wicked Men had ' power to | 
perpctrate all their conceived fin? Ir-may be the | 
rune of ſome of us hath been conceived a thou- } 
{and times. We are beholding to this Providence | 
of ob{ffructing fm , for our Lives, our Families, | 
our Eſtates, our Liberties, for whatſoever 1s, or | 
may be dear unto us. For may we not fſay fome- | 
cimes with the Pſalmilt, Pſal. 57. 4. My Soul 4 | 
among Lyons, and I lie even. among them that are ſet | 
on fire, even the ſons of Men, whoſe teeth are ſpears | 
and arrowes, and their tongue a ſharp ſword. And | 
how 15 the deliverance oft Men contrived from | 
fuch Perſons, Pſal. 58,6. God breaks therr teeth | 
in their mouths, even the great teeth of the young | 


Lyons, He keeps this fire from burning , or | " 


quencherh i when it's ready to break out into | 


a flame. He breaks their ſpears and arrowes, fo 
that ſometimes we are not ſo much as wounded 


by them :* Some he cuts off and deftroyes, fome } 
he cuts ſhort m their power, ſome he deprives of | 


the Inſtruments whereby - alone they can work , 
{ome he prevents of their defired opportunities, or 


diverts by other objects for their luſts, and often- | 


times caufeth them to ſpend them among them- 
{clves one upon another. We may fay therefore 
with the Pſa}miſt, Pſal. 104. 24. O Lord, how ma- 
nifold are thy works, in wiſdom haſt thou made them 
all, the Earth is full of thy Riches, and with the 


Prophet, Hof. 14. g. Who is wiſe and he ſhall | 


underſtand theſe things, prudent and be ſhall know 
them; all the” wayes of the Lord are right, and the 
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Fuſt ſhall walk, in them, but the Tranſgreſſrs ſhall 


| fall therein. 


Thirdly, If theſe and the like are the ways where- 


] by God obviates the bringing forth of conceived 


fin in wicked Men, we may learn hence how mi- 


| ſerable their condition 15, and im what perpetual 
torment for the molt part they ſpend their dayes : 
| They are like a troubled Sea, faith the Lord, that 


cannot reſt, As they endeavour that others may 


| have no peace, (© it 15 certain that themſelves have 
; not any 3 the principle of {in 15 not impaired nor 
| weakned in them, the will of inning 1s not taken 
* away : They have a Woms of ſin that is able to 
* conceive Monſters every moment. Yea, for the 


molt part they are forging and framing folly all the 
day long: One luſt or other they are contriving 


| how to ſatisfiez they are either devouring by ma» 
lice and revenge, . or vitiating by uncleanne(s, or 
trampling on by ambition, or ſwallowing down 
| by covetouſneſs all that ſtand before them. Many 
| of their foilyes and miſchicts they bring to the 
| very birth, and are in pain to be delivered 3 but 


God' every day fills them with diſappointment, 
and ſouts up the womb of fin. Some are tilled with 
hatred of Gods people all their dayes, and never 


| once have an opporcunity to exerciſe it. So David 


deſcribes them, Pal. 59. 6. They return at evening, 


| they make a noiſe like a Dog, and go round about the 
| City. They go up and down and belch out with their 
' mouths, ſwords are in their lips, verſ. 7, and yet 
| are not able to accompliſh their defigns; What 
| forture do ſuch poor creatures live in? Envy , 
| malice , wrath, revenge, devour their hearts by 


not 
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not getting vent. And when God hath exerciſedf 
the other as of his wiſe Providence in cuttingf 
ſhort their power, or oppoling a greater powaf 
to them, when nothing <elfe will doe, he cuts then# 
off in their ſins, and to the grave they go full of 
purpoſes of Iniquity. Others are no leſs hurryci! 
and diverted by the power of other luſts which! 
they are not able to ſatishe ; This is the fore tre 
vail they are exerciſed with, all their dayes. | 
they accompliſh their deſigns, they are more wich 
ked and hellſh than before; and it they do not} 
they ar: filled with vexation and diſcontentmem}Þ 
Tins is the portion of them who know not thi} 
Lord, nor the power of his grace. Envy notf 
their condition, notwithſianding their outward 
glittcring ſhew, their hearts are full of anxicty,| 
trouble and forrow, | 
Fourthly, Do we ſee ſometimes the flood-gate 
of Mens lufts and rage fet open againſt thi 
Church, and intereti of it, and doth prevalencyf 
attend chem, and, power is for a ſeaſon on thei 
ſide, let not the Saints of God deſpond. He hath 
unſpeakably various and effeQtual waycs for thi 
ſtifling of their conceptions to give them dry breaſis 
and a miſcarrying womb. He can ſtop their fury} 
whcn he pleaſeths Szrely, faith the Plalmiſt, th 
wrath of Man ſhall praiſe thee, the remainder of wratil 
ſha!t thou ritrain, Pal. 76. 10. When ſo much 
their wrath is let out, as ſhall exalt his praiſe, hel 
can when he pleaſcth ſet up a power greater than} 
the combined ſirength of all finning Creatures, 
and refirain the remainder of the wrath that they} 
had conceiyed. He ſhall cas off the ſpirit of ro 
: 
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He is terrible to the Kings of the earth, ver. 12. Some 
he will cut oF and dcftroy, ſome he will terrific 
and afright, and prevent the rage ofall. He can 
knock them on the head, or break out their 
teeth, or chain up their wrath, and who can op- 
poſe him. 

Fifthly, Thoſe who have received benefit by any 
of the ways mentioned, may know to whom 
they owe. their* preſervation, and not look on 1t 
3s a common thing. When you have concezvedſrn, 
hath God weakened your power tor tin, or demied 
you opportunity, or took away the object of your 
laſts, or diverted your thoughts by new Provi- 
dences, know affuredly that you have rccaved 
mercy thereby. Though God deal not theſe pro- 
vidences always in a (ubſ{crviency to the Covenant 
of Grace, yct there 1s always mercy in them, always 
a call in thim to conlider the Author of them. 
Had not God thus dealt with you, it may be this 
day you had becn a terrour to your (elves, a ſhame 
to your relations, and under the puniſhment due 
to ſome notorious tins which you had concezved. 
Belides, there 15 commonly an ad4:tional prilt 1n 
fin brought forth, above what 1s in the meer con- 
ccption of it. It may be others would have bcen 
rained by it here, or drawn into a partnerihip in 
{in by it, and fo have bcen cternally ruined by 1t,all 
which are prevented by theſe providences, and 
Eternity will witnefs, that there 1s a tingularity of 
mercy jn them. Do not look then on any ſuch 
things as common accidents, the hand of God is 
in them all; and that a mercitul hand it not de- 
{piſcd : if it be, yet God doth good co others by.1t, 
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the world is the better, and you are not fo wick} ,, 
as you would be. ; 

Sixthly, We may alſo ſee hence the great uſed 
Magiſtracie in the world, that great appointmentÞ 
of God. Amongſt other things, it is peculiarly ſub Þ ,, 
ſervient to this holy Providence, 1 obftructing? f 
the bringing forth of conceivedfin, namely by the} 
terrour of him that bears the (ſword. God tixe} 
that on the hearts of evil men which he expreſſeth, | 
Rom. 13. q. If thou do that which is evil, be afraid 

for the power beareth not the ſword in vain, for he i 
the miniſter of God, a revenger to execute wrath of 
them that do evil, God fixes this on the hearts of 
men, and by the dread and terrour of it cloſethF 
the womb of ſin, that it ſhall not bring forth. When q, 
there was no King in Iſrae}, none to put to rebuke, 
and none of whom evil men were afraid, thcre| 
was wotul work and havock amongft the children} 
of men made in the world, as we may ſee in the 
laſt Chapters of the book of Z#dges, The greatcltF 

mercies and bleſſings that in this world we aref 

made partakers of, next to them of the Goſpel Þ 

and Covenant of Grace, come to us through rhisÞ 

channel and conduit. And indeed, this wheredt | h 

we have been ſpeaking, 1s the proper work of 

Magiſftracy, namely to be ſubſervient to the provi- | 

dence of God in obfiructing the bringing forth of þ 6 

conceived tin. | 

Theſe then are ſome of the ways whereby God | 

providentialy prevents the bringing f:irth of fin, by | g 

op poting obſtacles to the power of the finner. And Þ ,; 

by them fin is not conſumed, but ſhut up in the 
womb, Men are not burthened for it, but with it; 
| not 


_ 
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| not laden in their hearts and conſcicnces with its 
| ouilt, but perplexed with its porrer, which they 
| are not able to excrt and fſatisfic. 
E The way that yer remains for conſideration 
y 7"rhir® God ovviates the produQion of conceived 
ng fn, is his working on the will of the finncrs, fo: 
- making fin to contumie away in the womb. 
| There are two ways in general whereby God 
| thus prevents the bringing torth of conceived fin, 
'þ by working, on the wil of the ſinner; and they are, 
firſt, by K-{fraining Grace 3 ſecondly, by Kenewing 
; Grace. He doth it ſometimes the one way, lome- 
) times.the other. The firlt of theſe 15 common to 
E regenerate and unregenerate perſons, the latter 
| peculiar to b.licversz and God doth it variouſly 
* a5 co particulirs by them both. We hall begin 
| with the nctt of them. 
+ Friſt, God doth this in the way of rc{training 
| grace by {ome arrow of | Darticiaiar CONT ict107, hixed 
1 the hcart and conſcience of the finner, in refe- 
[rence unto the particular fin which he had con- 
{ceived. TFhis ſtaggers and changes the mind, as 
Ito the particular intended, cauſcth the hands to 
E hang down, and the weapons of luſt to fall out of 
| them. Hereby conceived fin proves abortive. How 
| God doth this work, by what immediate touches, 
| lirokes, blows, rebukes of his Spirit; by what rea- 
| lonings, arguments, and commotions of mens 
d } own conſciences, 1s not for us throughly to find 
7 Rout. It is done, as was (aid, in unſpeakable variety, 
dB and the works of God are paſt finding out. But as 
to what light may be given unto it from Scri- 
 Bpture inſtances, after we have mamnifclted the 
QO: 2 general 
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lied on. 


his conceived lin to melt away, that he falls upon 
the neck of h;zm with embraces, whom he thought 
to have flat. 

Ot the ſame nature, though the way of it Was 
pcculiar, was his dealing with Laban the Syrian, m 
reference to the ſame Facob, Gen. 31.24. By a 
dream, a viſion in the night, God hinders him 
from {o much as ſpeaking roughly ro him. It was 
with him as in Mzcah 2. 1. he had deviſed evil on 
his bed, and when he thought to have practifcd 
1: 1n the morning, God interpoſed in a dream, 
and hides fin from him, as he ſpeaks, Fob 33. 15, 


F 


tholt 


PW 


general way of Gods procedure, 1t ſhall be in- | 


Thus then God dealt in the cafe of Eſax and F 
F acob. Eſarr had long conceived his brothers death, | 
he comforted himſelf with the thoughts of it, and 
re!olations abont 1t, Ger, 27. 41. As 1s the manner þ 
ot proilgate tinners. Upon his firſt opportunity ! 
he comes forth to execute his mtended rage, and | 
Fc#> concludes that he would ſmite the mother | 
wito the children, Gen. 22.11. An opportunity is | 
preſented unto this wicked and protane perſon, | 
to bring forth that ſin that had lain in his heart now | 
twenty years, he hath full power in his hand tof 
p.rtorm his purpoſe. In the midſi of this poſture | 
of things, God comes in upon his heart with ſome | 
ſecret and effectual working of his Spirit and} 
power, changeth him from his purpoſe, cauſeth | 
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16,17, To the ſame purpoſe is that of the Pjal-F 
*7:f concerning the people of God, Pſal. 106. 46.þ 
He made them to be pitied of all thoſe who carriy 
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them captiver. Men uſually deal in rigour wit 
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thoſe whom they have taken captive in war, It 
was the way of old to rule captives with force and 
| cruelty. Here God turns and changes their hearts, 


| not in general unto himſelf, but to this particular 


of reſpect to his people. And this way in general 
doth God every day prevcut the bring torth of 
a world of fin. He (harpens arrows at coavieny 
upon the fpirits of men, as ro the particular that 
they arc cngaged In, Their hearts are not 


| changed as to fin, bat their minds arc alt ered 25TO 


this or that tin. They brcak, it may be, the vellc! 
they had faſhioned, and go to work upcn toms 


' other. Now that we may a little fee 12to the ways 
| Whereby God doth accomplith this work, we 
{ muſt premiſe the entuing contiderations. 


Firti, That the general medium witcrein the 
matter of reſtraining grace doth cortitt, whereay 
God thus prevents the bringing to:th of tin, dotn 


| lieincertain Arguments 3nd Reaſon! ngs, prefented 


tothe mind of the ſinner, whereby he 13 induced to 
deſert his purpole, rochengs ai:d*a'tcr his mind, 
35 to the lin he had conceived. Reatons againit 1t 
are pre{cnted unto him, witch pic vail upon him 
to relinquiſh his ditign, and give over his pur- 
poſe, This 1s the gencral way ot the working of » 
reliraining grace, It 1s by 201 MENS and ICUONINES 
11mg up againlt the pirp-iration Ot CORCCLV= 


| © fin, 


Secondly, That no Argamcnts or Realonings 


| aS{uch, materialy conlidercd, are {uthciont to | top 
| or hinder any purpolc of tinmng, orto caufe con- 
| ceived (in to prove abortive, it the tinner have 


power and opportunity to bring it torth, They 
O 3 1re 
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are not in themſclves, and on their own account 
reſtraining grace; for it they were, the Adminitiraſ 
tion and Communication of grace, as grace, wer:| 
left unto every man who 1s able to give advice 
againſt fin. Nothing 15 nor can be called gra, 
though common, and ſuch as may periſh, but withÞ 
reſpe& unto its peculiar relation to God, God by 
the power of his Spirit making arguments and 
reaſons effcEual and prevailing, turns that to bef 
grace, I mean of this kind, which in it ſelf, and inf 
1ts own nature was bare reaſon. And that efhcacy| 
of the Spirit, which the Lord puts forth iu theſe 
perſwaſions and motives, is that which we callf 
reſtraining grace. Theſe things being premiſed, we 
ſhall now confider ſome of the Arguments which we 
find that he hath made uſe of to this end andf 
purpoſe. 4 

Firſt, God ſtops many men in their ways upon 
the conception of tin, by an argument taken trom Þ 
the diffcxlty, it not impoſlibility of doing that they 
aimat. They have a mind unto it, but God ſets 
an hedge and a wall bcfore them, that they ſhall Þ 
judge it to be fo hard and difficze!t to accompliſh F 
what they intend, that it is better for them to let Þ 
It alone and give over. Thus Herod would have F 
put foha Baptiſt to death upon the firlt provoca- | 
tion, but he feared the multitude, becauſe they ac- | 
counted him as a Prophet, Matth, 14.5. He had 
conceived his murder, and was free tor the execu- | 


EE TINT 
< 


tion of it. God raiſed this conlideration in his F 
heart, If I kill him, the people will tumultuate, Þ 
he hath a great party amongſt thcm, and ſcdition F 


will ariſe that may coſt me my lite, oz Kingdom. 
| k Ne JOY. He 
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| Hefeared the multitude, and durſi not execute the 


| wickednel(s he had conceived, becauſe of the dif- 
| feulty he fore-law he thould be intangled withall. 
ce} And God made the argument cftctual for the 
* (aſon; for otherwiſe we know that men will 


\ venture the utmolt hazards for the ſatisfaction of 
| theirlults; as he alfo did afterwards. The Pha- 
| riſees were In the very ſame ftate and condition, 
Mith. 21. 26. they would fain have decried the 
| Miniſtery of Fo»bn, but duirſt not tor fear of the 
people ; and verſe 46. of the ſame Chapter, by the 
lame argument were they deterred from kiling our 
Saviour, who had highly provoked them by a Pa- 
rable, ſetting out their deſerved and approaching 
deliruction. They durſt not do it for fear of a 
twmult among the people, {ceing they looked on 
h:m as a Prophet. Thus God over-awes the 
hearts of innumerable perfonsin the world every 
day, and cauſ.th them to detitt from attempting 
tobring forth the fins which they had conceived. 
Difficulties they ſhall be ſurc to mcet withall, yea, 
it 1s likcly, if they ſhoald attempt it, it would 
prove impoſſible tor them to accompliſh. We owe 
much ot our qziet in this world, unto the efficacie 
given to this conlideration mm the hearts of men 
by the Holy Ghott : Adulteries, raps, murders, 
are obviated and ſtifled by it. Men would engage 
into them daily, but that they judge it impoſlibls 
tor them to fulfill what they aim at. 

Secondly, God doth it by an Argument taken 
ab incommodo, from the inconveniencies, evils, and 
troubles that will befall men in the purſuit offin. 
If they follow it, this or that inconvenience will 

| 04s. cnlue, 
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enſue 3 this trouble, this evil, temporal or eternal, | 
And this Argument, as managed by the Spirit of | 


God, 1s the great engine in his hand whereby he 
calis up banks, aud gives bounds to the luſts of 
men, that they break not out to the confuſion of 


21l that order. and beauty which yet remains in F 


| the works of his hands. Paxl gives us tac general 
urport of this argument, Rom. 2, 14, 15. For when 
the Gentiles which have not the Law, do by nature the 
things contained in the Law, thiſe having not the 
Law, are a Law wunto themſelves, which ſkew the 
work of the Law written in their hearts, their con- 


ſcience alſo bearing witneſt, and their thoughts the | 
mean while accuſing, or elſe excuſing one another, It | 


ay men in the world may be thought to be given 
up to purſue and fulfill all the fins that their luſts 
can conceive, it 15 thoſe that have not the Law, to 
whom the written Law of God doth not de- 
nounce the evil that attends it. But though they 
have it not, faith the Apolile, they ſhew forth the 
work of it, they do wany things which it requir- 
eth, and forbcar or abſtain from many things that 
it forbiddeth, and fo {hcw torth its work and efh- 
cacie. But whence 1s 1t that they fo do? Why 
their thoughts accuſe or excuſe them. It 1s trom the 
conlideration and arguings that they have within 
themſclves about fin, and 1ts conſequents, which 
prevail upon them to abliain from many things 
that ther hearts would carry them out unto. For 
Conſcience 15 a mans prejudging of himfelt, with 
reſpec unto the future judgment of God. Thus 
Felix was ſtaggered in his purſuit of ſin, when he 
trembled at Paxls preaching of righteouſneſs and 

judg- 
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judgment to come, Ads 24.25. So Job tells us, 
that the conſideration of puniſhment from God, 
hath a ſtrong influence on the minds of men to 
keep them trom fin, chap. 31. 1, 2, 3- How the 


' Lord makes uſe of that conſideration, even to- 
' wards his own, when they have broken the cords 


of his love, an4 caſt off the rule of his grace for a 

ſeaſon, I have before declared. , 
Thirdly, God doth this ſame work, by making 

effectual an Argument, ab inuiili, trow the wnpro- 


| fitableneſi of the thing that men are engaged in. 
* By this were the Brethzen of Feſ-ph ftaxcd from 
' ſlaying him, Ger. 37.26, 27. What profit 3s it, (ay 
| they, if we ſlay our Brother and conceal his blood 2 


We ſhall get nothing by it, it will bring in no ad- 
vantage or ſatisfaction unto us. And the heads of 


this wav of Gods obſtructing conceived fin, or the 
| ſprings of theſe kinds of Arguments, are fo many 
| and various, that it 15 impoſſible to mfift particu- 
larly upon them. There is nothing preſent, or to 
| come, nothing belonging to this lite, or another, 


nothing defirable or undetirable, nothing good or 
evil, but at one time or another, an Argument 
may be taken from it for the obliructing of tin. 
Fourthly, God accomplitheth this work by Ar- 
guments taken ab honeſto, from what 1s good and 
honeſt, what 15 comely, praiſe-worthy, and ac- 
ceptable unro himſelf. This 1s the great road | 


 Wherein he walks with the Saints under rhuy tem- 


ptations, or in their conceptions of fin. He rtco- 


| vers effeQually upon their minds a conſideration 
| wf+ all thoſe ſprings and motives to obedience, 


1 


which are diſcovercd and propoſed in the Go- 
ſpe}, 
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ſpel, ſome at one tune, fome at another. He mind; 
them of his own love, mercy, and kindnds; hisf -- 
eternal Love, with the fruits of 1t, whereof them-F 
He minds themF 
of the blood of bis Son, his Croſs, ſutterings, tre-F 
mendous undertaking in the work of mediation,F 
and the concernment of his Heart, Love, Honour, !, 
Minds them of tne} 
Love of the Spirit, with all his Confolations which} 
they have been made partakers of, and priviledgesÞ 
wherewith by him they have bcen entruſted. þ 
Minds thcm of the Goſpel, the glory and bcauty off 
Minds them of thef 
excellency and comelinets of Obedience, of theiF 
performance of that dury they owe to God, that 
peace, quietneſs, and {crenity of mind that theyF 
have enjoyed therein. On the other tide, he minds} 
them of bz -1Ng a provocatiim by fn anto the eycs of 
his glory, ſaying 1n their hearts, Do nit that abo- | 
Minds them | 
of their wounding the Lord Chrilt, and putting 
him to ſhame; of their grieving the holy Spirit, Þ 
waerCby they are ſealcd to the day vt redemption; 
Minds them | 
of the reproach, diſhonours, {candal which they | 


{elves have been made pariakers. 


Name, in their obedience, 


1t as revealed unto thor fouls. 


minavie thing which my (oul bateth. 


of their d-filing his dwelling place. 


bring on the Goſp<l and the proftethon thercot. 


Minds them of the terrours, darkneſs, wounds, | 


want of pzace, that they may bring upon their 
own fouls. From thcfe and the hke contiderations 
doth God put a ftop to the progreſs of the Law 
of {in 1m tne heart, that it thall not go on to bring 
forth the evil which it hath conceived. I could 
give inſtances in Arguments of all theſe feveral 
kinds 
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| kinds recorded in the Scripture, but it would be 
| - too long a work for us, who are now engaged in 
a deſign of another nature. But one or two ex- 
amples may be mentioned. Foſeph relilts his firſt 
cemptation on one of theſe accounts, Gen. 39. 9. 
How can T ao this great wickedneſs and ſin againſt 
God ? The evil of fnning againſt God, his God, 
that confideration alone detains him from the leaſt 
inclination to his temptation. Ic 1s ſin againſt God 
to whom I owe all obedience, the God of my life, 
and of all my mcrcies, I will not do 1t. The Ar- 
gumcnt wherewith Abigazl prevailed on David, 
I Sam. 25. 31. to with-hold him from ſelf revenge 
and murder, was of the fame nature, and he ac- 
knowledgeth that it was from the Lord, ver. 32. 
I ſhall adde no more, for all the Scripture motives 
which we have to duty, made cttectual by grace, 
are inſtances of this way of Gods procedure, 
Sometimes, I confeſs, God ſecretly works the 
hearts of men by his own tinger, without the 
uſe and means of tuch Arguments as thoſe inlilted 
on, to fiop the progreſs of tin. So he tells Abime- 
lech, Gen. 20. 6. 1 have with-held thee from ſmning 
againſt me. Now this could not be done by any of 
the Arguments wich we have inlitied on, becauſe 
Abimelech knew not that the thing which he in- 
tended was lin; and therefore he pleads that in 
the integrity of his heart and innocency of his hands 
he did it, very. 5, God turned about his will and 
thoughts, that he ſhould not accompliſh his inten- 
tion 3 but by what ways or means 15 not revealed. 
Nor is it evident what courſe he took in the 


change of Eſazs heart, when he came out againlt 
| his 


\ 
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his Brother to deſtroy him, Ger. 33. 4 whether | 
he tirr'd up in him a freſh ſpring of natural af-þ 
tections, or cauſed him to confider what griet by | 


this means he ſhould bring to his aged Father, 


who loved him ſo tenderly ; or whether being 
now grown great and wealthy, he more and more | 
deſpiled the matter of difference between him and | 
his Brother, and fo utterly flighted it, it is not | 
known. It may be God did it by an immediate | 
powerful a& ot his Spirit upon his heart, without | 
the actual intervening of any of th:fe or the hke Þ 


conſiderations. Now though the things mentioned 
are 1n themſelves at other times feeble and weak, yet 


when they are managed by the Spirit of God to | 
ſuch an end and purpoſe, they certainly become Þ 
efecinal, and are the matter of his preventing | 


race. 


conceived lin by re! fpiritual ſaving grace, and that 
either in the firti converſion of finners, or in the 
tollowing ſupplics of it, Tis is one part of the 
mytterie of his grace and love. He meets men 
{ometimes in their higheſt reſolutions for fin, with 
tae nighelt cthcacie of his grace. Hereby he ma- 
mtelts the power of his own grace, and gives the 
foul a farther expericnce of the Law of (im, when 
It fakes ſuch a ftare-well ofit, as to b- changed 
1m the midli of 1ts rcfolutions to ſerve the lulls 
thereof. By this he melts down the lults of men, 
cauleth them to wither at the root, that they ſhall 
No More {trive to bring forth what they have 
concezved, but be filled with ſhame and ſorrow at 
their conception. An example and inſtance of this 
procceding, 


Secondly, God prevents the bringing forth of 
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| procecding of God, for the uſe and inſtruction of 
+ all generations we have in Pax!, His heart was 
* full of wickedneſs, blaſphemy, and perſecution 3 
' his conception of them was come unto rage and 
| maducſs, and a full purpoſe of exercitiuyg them all 
| to the utmolt; fo the fiory relates it, Ads 9. fo 
himſelf declares the ſtate to have been with him, 
005-26. 90, 10, Ir, 12. » Tom. I. 13. 
midf{t of all this violent purſuit of fin, a votre from 
heaven (ſhuts up the womb, and dries the breaſts 
of it, and he cries, Lyrd, what wilt thou have me to 
doe Ads 9.6. The fame perſon ſcems to intt- 
mate, that this is the way cf Gods procedure 
with others, even to meet them with his convert- 
ing grace in the heighth of their tin and folly, 1 Tim. 
1.16, For he himſelf, he ſays, was a pattern of 
Gods dcaling with others; as he dealt with him, 
ſo allo would he do with ſome ſuch hke finners. 
For this cauſe T obtained mercy, that in me firſt Feſiss 
Chriſt might ſhew forth all long-ſuffering, as a pat- 
tern to them which ſhould hereafter believe on him 20 
life everlaſting, And we have not a few examples 
of it mn our own days. Sundry perſons on fet pur- 
poſe going to this or. that place, to deride and 
{coff at the diſpenſation of the Word, have been 
met withall in tie very place wherem thcy de- 
ſigned to ſerve their lults and Satan, and have been 
caſt down at the foot of God. This way of Gods 
dealing, with tinners 1s at Jarge {ct forth, Fob 33. 
15, 16, 17,18. Dionyſus the Areopagite 15 another 
intiance of this work of Gods grace and love. Pal 
is draggcd cither by him, or hefore him, to plead for 
his life, as a ſetter torth of france gods, which at 

Athens 
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by the power of converting grace. 


Secondly, God doth it by the ſame grace in the | 
rencwed communications of it, that 15 by ſpecial af- F 
fiſting grace, This is the common way of his þ 


dealing with B-lievers in this cafe. That they alto 
through the deceitfulneſs of ſin, may be carried 
on to the conceiving of this or that tin, was bce- 
tore declared. God: puts a ftop to their progrels, 
or rathcr to 'the prevalency of the Law of tin in 
them, and that by giving in unto them ſpecial 
afſiftances needful for their preſervation and del1i- 
verance. As David ſays of himſelf, Pſal. 73. 2. His 
feet were almoſt gone, his ſteps had well nigh ſlipt ; he 
was at the very brink of unbelieving deſpairing 
thoughts, and conclutions about Gods provi. 
dence in the government of the world 3 from 
whence he was recovered, as he afterwards de- 
clares. So 1s it with many a Believer, he 15 often- 
times at the very brink, at the very door of ſome 
folly or iniquity, when God puts in by the efh- 
cacy 


Athens was death by the Law. In the midi of | 
this frame of {pirit God meets with him by conf 
verting grace, fin withers in the womb, aud hep 
cleaves to P2ul and his dorine, Ads 17. 18---34 Pc 
The !tke diſpenſation towards Iſrael we have, Hi; F 
It. 7,8, 9,10. But there is no need to infilt on |: 
more inſtances ofthis obſervation. God is pleafcd | 
to leave no Generation unconvinced of this truth, þ 
if they do but attend to their own experiences, | i 
and the examples of this work of his mercy | 
amongſt them. Every day, one or other, 1s taken | 
in the fulncfs of the purpoſe of his heart to go on Þ 
in fin, in this or that fin, and is ftopt in his courle Þ 


| cacy of aftrally aſſiſting grace, and recovers them to 
E an ob:dicntialframe of heart again. Ard this 15a 
' peculiar work of Chriſt, wherein he maniteſts and 
8 exerts his faithfulneſs towards his own, Heb. 2,18. 
'F Fe is able to ſuccour them that are tempted, It 15 not 
an abſolute power, but a power cioathed with 
© mercy that is intended. Such a power as 15 put 
'Þ forth from a ſenſe of the ſuffering of poor Be- 
| levers under their temptations. And how doth 
| he exerciſe this mercifzl ability towards us ? chap. 
+ 4.16, He gives forth, and we find in him Grace 
| to belp in ati»e of need; ſcaſonable help and af- 
| fiſtance for our dehverance, when we are ready fo 
| be over-powered by fin and temptation. When 
 luft bath conceived, and is ready to bring forth, 
when the foul lies at the brink of ſome iniquity, 
| he gives in ſezſenable help, relief, deliverance, and 
E fofery. Here licsa great part of the care and faith- 
 fulncſs of Chriſt towards his poor Saintsz he will 
| not ſuffer them to be worried with the power 
| of fin, nor to be carried out unto ways that ſhail 
| dithonour the Goſpel, or fill them with ſhame and 
| reproach, and fo render them uſeleſs in the world 


” 
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| but he ſteps in with the ſaving relict and aſſitance 
| of his grace, ſtops the courſe of ſin, and makes 


; 


* them in himſelf more than conquerors, And this af- 
 fiſtance lies under the Promiſe, x Cor. 10. 13. There 


bath no temptation taken you but ſuch as is common 
 toman, but God is faithful who will not ſuffer you to 
| be tempied abnue that you are able, but will with the 
| temptation alſo make a way to eſcape, that you may 
| beableto bear it, Temptation ſhall try us, it is 
| for our good; many holy ends doth the Lord 


compals 
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fault more would over-bear us, a way of eſcape j; 
provided, And as this may be done ſeveral way; 
as I have elſe-where declared, ſo this we are noy 
apon 15 one of the molt eminent, namely by ſu. 
plies of grace, to enable the foul to bear up, reliſ 


and conquer. And when once God begins t 


deal in this way of love with a ſoul, he will not 
ceaſe to adde one ſupply after another, until the} 
whole work of his grace and faithfulneſs be ac-} 
compliſhed. Anexample hereof we have, I1ſz. 57.| 
17, 18. poor ſinners there are fo far captivated} 


compals and bring about by it. But when we ar 
tried to the utmoſt of our ability, ſo that one af. 


to the power of their luſts, that the firſt and ſecond} 


dealings of God with them are not effc<CEtual for 


their delivery z but he will not give over, he is in| 
the purſuit ofa deſign of love towards them, and| 
{o ceaſeth not until they are recovered. Theſe ar: | 
the general heads of the ſecond way whereby God | 
hinders the bringing forth of conceived fin, name | 
ly by working on the J/il of the finner. He doth F 
1teither by common convi@ions, or ſpecial grace, 
that of their own accord they fhall let go the pur- 
poſe 2nd will of finning, that they are riſen up un-} 
to. And this is no mean way of his providing for | 
his own glory, and the honour of his Goſpel in the | 


world, whoſe Profcflors would ſtain the whole 


beauty of it, were they left to thernſclves to bring | 


forth all the evil that is conceived in their hearts. 

Beſides theſe general ways, there 15 one yet more 
ſpecial, that at once worketh both upon the Powe 
and Ill of the tinner; and this is the way of 
aflitions, concerning, which one word ſhall cloſe 
chis 
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this diſcourſe. AAidtions, I Cty, werk by both 
theſe ways, in retcrence unto conceived fin. They 
work providentiuly- on the power of the creature. 
When a man hath conceived a fin, and 1s 1n tull 
purpoſe of the purſuit of it, God ottentimes lends 
a ſickneſs, and abates ils [irene >th, or a fs cuts him 
ſhort 1 his plenty, and lo rakes bim off tram the 
purſuit of his lufts, though it may be his heart 1s 
not weaned from them.- His power 1s weakned, 

and he cannot do the evil he would, In this ſenls 

it belongs to the firtt way of Gods obviating.the 
production of tin. (Great 2Alicfions work forctimes, 
not from their own vature unmediately and dt- 
realy, but from the gracious purpdſe: and in- 
tendmcnt of him that ſends them, He intinuates 
into the diſpenſation of them that of grace and 
power, of love and kindnc(s, which (hall etteually 
take off the heart and mind from tin. P{21.119.67. 

Before [ was afflicted TI went aſtray, but now have [ 

karned thy commandments. And in this way, be- 

cauſe of the predominancy of renewing and afli- 
ſting grace, they b:long unto the latter means of 
preventing hn, 

And th.fe are (ome of the ways, whcreby 1 
plealeth God to pat a ſtop to the progreſs of ſim, 
both in Bulievers and Unbclievers, which at pre- 
ſent we ſhall in(tance 1a 3 and if we would endea- 
vour farther to {carcnh._ out his ways unto perte- 


ion, yet we malt thi! conclude that it :s but 2 


little portion which we know of him. 
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CH AÞ. XIV. 


The Power of Sin farther demonſtrated by | 
the Effeds it hath had in the Lives of | 
Profeſſors. Firſt in aFual ſins. Secondh | 


in habitual Declenſions. 


EE are now to proceed unto other Evi- | 
dences of that fad truth which we are in 
the demonſtration of. But the main of our work | 
being paſt through, I ſhall be more brief un Þþ 


the management of the Arguments that do re- 
main. 


fixed upon, 1s the demonſtration which this Law 


of fin hath in all Ages given of its power and | 


ethcacy, by the wotull fruits that it hath brought 


forth, even in Believers themſelves. Now theſe | 


are of two ſorts. Firſt, The great adal eruptions 


of fin in their Lives. Secondly, Their hahitual | 


declenſ ons from the frames, tiate and condition of 


Obedience and Communion with God , which | 


they had obtained , both which by the Rule of 


F ames beforc unfolded, are to be laid to the ac- | 


count of this Law of ſin, and belong unto the 
fourth head of its progreſs, and are both of them 
convincing evidences of its power and cthcacy. 
Firjt, Conſider the feartull Erwptions of aQual 
ſins that have been in the Lives of Believers, and 
we ſhall finde our Poſition evidenced, Should I 


go 


That then which in the next place may be | 


k 


y 
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po through at large with this Conſideration , I 


' mult recount all the fad and ſcandalous failings of 
the Saints that are left on record 1n the Holy Scri- 
'pture. But the particulars of chem are known to 
all; fo that I ſhall not need to mention them, nor 


' the many aggravations that in their circumſtances 


' they are attended with : Only fome tew things 
tending to the rendcring of our prefent conlide- 
ration of them uſetull, may be remarked. As, 

Firft, Thcy are molt of them in the Lives of 


men chat were not of the /owe!t form or ordinary 


fort of Bclicvers, but of men that had a peculiar 


eminen:y 1n them on the account of their walking 
with God in their Generation. Sach were Nyzh, 


Lit, David , Hezevzah, and others. They were 


\not men of an ordinary {ize, but nigher than their 
Brethren by tne ſhoulders and upwards in Pro- 


tfſion, yea 1m _reall Holinefs. And tarely that 


muſt needs be of a mighty ethcacy that could hur- 
Iry ſach Grants m the waycs ot Gold into fuch 


abominable lins as they fell into. An ordinary 


[Engine could never have turn-d them out of the 
courſe of their obedicnce, It was a poylon that 
no Athltic4 contiitution of ipirttual health, no Ar- 
1idote could witaliand, 


Secondly, And theſe very men, tcll not into 


their great tins at the beginnins of trzewr brofe Nv v2, 


when they had had but little 2Xperience of the 
goodneſs of God, of the {weetnels and pliatant- 
neſs of Obedience, ot the power and cratt of tin, 
of its impulſions, ſolicications an farpri2als, b.: 
alter a long courſe of walking with God, ard ac- 


quaintance with, all theſe things, cogether Wit 
P 2 11nvumeradl 
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innumerable motives unto watchfalneſs. Noah ac: 


A 


cording to the lives of men mn thoſe dayes of theft © 
World, had walked uprightly with God ſome bun| 


dreds of years before he was 1o ſurprized as he was| 
Geneſis 9, Righteous Lot feetns to have been toward 


the end of his dayes, cre he defiled himfclf with 
the abominations recorded. David in a ſhort 
Life, had as much experience of Grace and Sin, 
and as much cloſe ſpiritual Communion with God 


as ever had any of the Sons of men, biforc he waf 


calt to the ground by this Law of fin. So was it 


with Hezetkiah tn his degree, which was none dff 
the meanclt., Now to ſet upon fiich perſons, fof 


wal acquainted witn its power and deceit, {6 
armed and provided againſt it, thar had been con- 
querours over it for {o many years; and to pre 


vail againſt them, it argues a power and «fhcacy| 


too mighty for every thing but the ſpirit of tht 


Almighty to withſtand. Who can look to have 
greater ſtock of Inherent Grace than thoſe meaf 
had; to have more expcrience of God, ard thi 


exccllency of his waycs, the {wceetnels of his love, 


and of communion with him than they had 3 wh 


hath cither better furniture to oppoſe fin with 
all, or more obligation ſo to do, than they ? ani 


yet we fce how teartully they were prevail 


againl(t, 


Thirdly, As if God had permitted their Falls 
on ſet purpoſe, that we might learn to be wall 


mercies from the hand of God, that ought to bay 
been ſtrong Obligations unto diligence and watci 
{.:l8: 
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..þ falncſs in cloſe obedience. Noah was but newly 
" forth of that world of watcrs wherein he ſaw 
Þ the ungodly world periſhing tor their fins, and 


V as (1cnifclt preſerved by that ationithable Mriracti: 
16h #inch 4] Ages muſt admire : Whit the Worlds 


richÞ dclolation was 2h hourly remer brancer unto him 
on Of his tirange preſervation by the immediate care 
and hand of God, he falls jnto Draunteomeſs. Lot 
had newly ſecn that which every one inat thinks 
{ on cannot but tremble. He faw, as one ſpeaks, 
# Hell coming cut of Heaven upon unclean liners, the 
| greatclt evideuce, except the Crols of Chritt, that 
God ever gave in his Providence of the Judge- 
ment to come, He faw himlclt and Children de- 
 Iivered by the ſpecial care and miraculous hand 
of God ; and yet whileſt thcſe firange mercies 
| were freſh upon him, he fell into Drunkenneſs and 
Ine, David was dclivered out of all his troubles, 
and had the necks of his Encmies given him round 
about , and he makes uſe oft his Peace from a 
world of tryals and troiitbles to contrive Murder 
ve and Adultery, Immcdiately, it was, after Hezekjabs 
yh} great and miraculous deliverance that he falls into 
ith} M1 carnal pride and boating, I fay, their falls in 
an} fuch ſcaſons, ſeem to be permitted on et purpole, 
{4 fo ſtruct us all in the Truth that we have in 

hand 3 fo that no perſons, in no ſcafons, with what 
-i1 furniture of Grace ſocver, can promiſe themſelves 
and {ccurity trom its prevalency, any other wayes, 
ous than by keeping cloſe conſtantly to him, who hath 
6 lupplycs to give out that are above its reach and 
ar efficacy. Methinks this ſhould make us look 
4h about us. Are we better than Noah, who had that 
3 teſtimony 


all as; can Þ 


4 
- 
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teſtimony from God, that he was a perfed? manu 
his Generation, and walked with God ? Are we bet. 
ter than Lox, whoſe Righteous Soul was vexct 
with the evil deeds of ungodly men, and 15 there. 
of commended by the Holy Ghott ? Are we mor 
holy, wiſe, and watchfull than David, who ob- 
tain:d this teſtimony , that he was a man after 
Gods own heart * Or better than Hezek:z2ah, who 
zpp:al.d to God himfeli, that he had ſerved him} 
uprightly with a pertect heart ? and yct what 
prevalency this Law of tin wrought in and over 
them, we (ze. And there 1s no end of the like 
cxamplcss they are all fet up as Boys to diſcover 
unto us the Sands, the Shelves, the Rocks, where: 
upon they made their ſhipwrack, to their hazzard, 
danger, loſs, yea and would have done to their 
ruine, had not God been pleaſed in his faithfulnels 
graciouſly to prevent it. And this is the firlt part 


a 


ot this Evidence of the power of fin, from its <> | 


tects. 

Secondly, Tt manifctts its power in the habitual 
aeclenſions from Zeal and Holineſs,from the frames, 
ittate and condition-of Obedience and Communion 
with God, whercunto they had attained, which 
are found in many Believers. Promiſes of growth 
and improvement are many, and precious z the 
Means excellent and effcGtual 3 the benefits great 
and unſpeakable : Yet it often falls out, that in- 
ſtead hereof, decayes and declenfions are found 


upon Profeſſors, yea in and upon many of the | 


Saints of God. Nuw whereas this mult needs 
principally and chiefly be from the ſirength and 
cfcacy of in-dwclling fin, and is therefore a great 

evidence 
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\ evidence thereof ; I ſhall firſt evince the Obſerva- 


tion it ſelf to be true; namely, That ſome of the 
Saints themſelves do oftentimes fo decline from that 
growth and improvement in Faith, Grace and Ho- 
lin: which might juſtly be expe&cd from them 3 
and then ſhew, that the cauſe of this evil lyes in 
that, that we are treating of. And that it is the 
cauſe of tote] Apojtaſie m unlound Profeſſors, ſhall 
be after declared. But this is a greater work 
winch we have in hand. The prevailing upon 
true Believers unto a finfull d<clention and pr dual 
Apaſtafte, requires a putting forth of more ftrength 
and efficacy than the prevailing upon #7/ound Pro- 
feſſrs unto total Apoſtafie. As the winde which 
will blow dowa a dead tree that hath no root, to 
the ground, will f{carcely ſhake or bow a living 
well-rooted tree, But this it will do, There 1s men- 


tion made in the Scripture of the Firft wayes of 


David, and they are commended above his later, 
2 Chron. 17. 3. The /aft wayes even of David 
were tainted with the power of In-dwelling Sin. 
Though we have mention only of . the actual 
eruption of fin, yet that unclcanneſs , and pride 
which was working in him in his Numb:ring of 
the People 3 were certainly root.d in a drc/enfron 
from his firſt frame. Thoſc ruthes did not grow 
without mire. David would 1oc have dowe fon 
his younger dayes, when he tollowed God in the 
wilderneſs of temptations and tryals, tull of faith, 
love, humility, brokennels of heart, zeal, tender 
affe&ion unto all the Ordinances of God , all 
which were eminent in him. Bur his ſtrength 1s 


impaired by the efficacy and deccitfuineſs of fin ; 
© 4 his 
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his Locks cut, and he becomes a prey to vile. Luſts 
and Temptations. We have a notable Inttance 
in moſt of the Churches that our Saviour awa- 
kens to the coniideration of their condition, in the 
Revelations: We may fingle out one of them : 
Many good things there ' were in the Church of 
Epheſus, Chap. 2. 2, 3. for which it is greatly 
commendcd ; but yet it 15 charged with a decay, 
a declenſion , a gradual talling oft and Apoltatie, 
Verſ. 4. 5. Thou bajt left thy firſt Love, remember 
therefore whence thou art fan, and dy thy firſt works. 
There was a decay bath Inward in the trame of 
heart, as to Faith and Love, and Outward as to 
Obcatence and Works, 1n compariſon of what 
they had formerly, by the tull tmony of Chriſt hims 
jelf; The fame alſo might be ſhewcd concerning 
the relt of thoſe Churches, only one or two of them 
excepted. Five of them arc charged with decayes 
and declenfions. Hence there 15 mentioned in the 
Scripture of the Kindencſs uf Yonth, ot the Love 
of Ejpouſals , with great commendation, Fer. 2. 
2, 3. of our firft Faith, 1 Tim, 5, 12. of the begin- 
ning of our confidence, Heb. 3. 14- And cautions are 
given , that we loſe mot the things that we have 
wrought , 2 Fohn $. But what need we look 
back or ſearch for Inkances to contirm the truth 
of this Obſervation ? An habitual declenſion from 
firſt Ingagements unto God , from firſt Attain- 
ments of Communion with God, from firſt firi- 
nels in Duties of Obedience, is ordinary and com- 
mon amongſt Profeflors. Might we to this pur- 
pole take a general view of the Profeſſors in thelg. 
Nations, among whom the Lot of the belt of nr 

Will 


w 
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will. be found in part or in whole, in ſomewhat 
:nall, to tall, we might be plentifully con- 

t the truth of this Obſervation. ls their 

/-zi tor aud as warm.. living, vigorous, cftcCtual, 
ſol1citous, as 1t was in. their tilt giving themfelves 
unto God ? Or rather, 15 tnere not a common, 
ſlight,Ce!tifh frame of fpirit m the room of it come 
upon molt Protcifors ? Iniquity hath abounded, 
and their love hath waxcd cold. Was 1t not 
of old a burthen to their (pirits to hear the Name, 
and Wayes, and Worſhip of God blatſphemed 
and protaned ? could they not have faid with the 
Plalmitt, Pſz1. 119. 136, Kzvers of water run down 


our eyes becauſe men Reep mot thy Law £ Were not 


their ſouls folicitous about the IJnterclt of Chriti 
m the World, like El:''s about the Ark ? Did they 
not contend earnetily for the Truth once delivered 
to the Saints, and every parcel ot it ? cfpccially. 
wherem the grace of God, and the glory of the 
Goſpcl was etpcctally concerned ; Did they not 
labour to judge and condemn the World by an 
holy and ſeparate converſation ? And do now the 
generality of Profeffors abide in this frame ? have 
they grown, and made 1mprovement 1n it ? or 1s 
there not a coldneſs and 1:diiferency grown upon 
the ſpirits of many in this thing ? Yea, dv not 
many deſpiſe all theſe things, and look upon their 
own former Zeal, as folly ? May we not fcc many 
who, have formerly been of cticem in waycs ot 


| Profkeflion, become daily a {corn and reproach 


through their mcarriages, and that juſily to the 


| men of the World? Is it not with. them as it 


was of old with the Daughters of $zon, ( 1ſ4.3-24-) 
Wien 
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when God judged them for their fins and wan-| 
tonneſs? Hath not the World , and ſelf utterly 
ruined their Profeſſion ? and are they not regard- 
leſs of the things wherein they have formerly de-| 
clared a fmgular concernment ? Yea, are not ſome | 
come partly on one pretenſe, partly on another, 
to an open enmity unto, and hatred of the wayes 
of God ? they pleaſe them no more, but are evil 
in their cycs. But not to mention ſuch oper: Apo- 
ſtates any farther, whole Hypocrific the Lord Je 
ſus Chriſt will (kortly judge 3 how 1s it with the | 
beſt ? are not almoli all men grown cold and ſlack 
as to theſe things ? are they not leſs concerned in 
them than formerly ? are they not grown weary, | 
ſelfiſh in their Religion, and fo things be indiff- | 
rent well at home, ſcarce care how they go abroad | 
in the World ? At leaſt do they not preferr their 
eaſe, credit, ſafety, ſecular advantages beiore theſe 
things ? A frame that Chritt abhors, and declares, 
that thoſe in whom it prevails are none of his: 
Some indeed ſeem to retain a good Zeal for Truth, | 
but whierein they make the faire(t appearance, 
therein will they be found to be moſt abominable ; 
They cry out againſt Errors, not for Truth, but 
tor Parties and Interctis fake. Let a man be on 
their Party, and promote their Intereſt , be he 
never ſo corrzpt in his Judgement, he is embraced, 
and it may be admired. This is not Zeal for God, | 
but for a mans ſelf. It is not the Zeal of thine | 
Houſe hath eaten me up, but, Maſter, forbid them | 
becauſe they follow not with ws. Better 1t were | 
doubtleis for men never to pretend unto any Zea! | 
at all, than to ſubſtitute ſuch wrathful ſelfiſhneſs | 
in the room of it, Secondly, | 


; 
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Secondly, Is mens delight in the Ordinances 
and Worſhip of God thefame as in tormer days ? 
Do they find the ſame ſweetneſs and reli m them 
as they have done of old ? How precious hath the 


. Word bcen to them formerly ? What joy and de- 


light have they had in attendance thereon ? How 
would they have run and gone to have been made 
partakers of it, where it was diſpenced in 1ts power 
and purity, in the evidence and demonſtration Of 
the Spirit? Did they not call the Sabbath their 
delight, and was not the approach of it a real joy 
unto their ſouls? Did they not long after the 
converſe and communion of Saints ? and could 
thcy not. undergo manifold perils for the attain- 
menc of it ? And doth this frame ſtill abide upon 
them? Are therenot decays and declenfions to 
be found amongſt them ? May it not be faid, 
Gray hairs arechere aud there upon. them, and they 
perceive it not £ Yea, are not nien ready to ſay with 
them of old, What a wearineſi is1 it? Mal. 1.3. 
It is even a burthen and a wearineſſ to be tied up to 
the obſervation of all theſe Ordinances. What 
need we be all out fo firidt in the obſervation of 
the Sabbath ? What need we hear fo often ? What 
need this diſtinGtion in hearing ? Inſcnfibly a great 
diſreſpect, yea, even a contempt of the pleaſant 
and excellent ways of Chriti and his Goſpel, 1s 
fallen upon many Profeſſors. 

Thirdly, May not the ſame convidtion be far- 
ther carried on, by an enquiry into the mwniverſal 
courſe of obedience, and the pertormance of duties 
that men have been engaged in. Is there the fame 
conſcientious tendernefi of ſinning abiding in many, 

| as 


\ 
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as w3sS in days of void ? the ſame exact perfoy. 
mance of private autics ® the fame love to th 
brethren ? the fam» readinels for the Croſs ? ti: 
ſame humility of mind and fpirit ? the ſane bl 
denial ? The ficam of mens lufts, wherewith tie 
air 15 tainted, will not f{uffer us {9 to (ay. 

Weneed chen 20 no farther than this wretched 
Generation wherein we live, to evince the truth 
of the obfervation laid down, as the foundation of 
the inſtance ;nfilied on ; the Lord give repentance 
b: fore 1t be too late. 

Now all theſe declenſms, all theſe decays that 
arc found tn ſome Profeffors, they all proceed trum 
i115 root ard cauſe, they arc all the product of 
Indw-ling-(in, and all cvince the excceding power 
and ethcacic of it. For the proot whereof I ſhall 
notnced to go farther than the general rule which 
out of James we have already conſidered 3 namely 
that /z or indwelling-lin, is the cauſe of all 2 
fin, and all habitual declentions in Behc vers. This 
15 that which the Apoſtle intends in thar place to 
teach and acclare. 1 ſhall therefore handle theſe 
two things, end ſhowy, Firſt, That this doth evince 
a great efficacy and power in fin. Secondly, De- 
clare tiic ways and means whereby 1t brings forth, 
_ or brings about this curſed cA:ct 1 all im detign of 
our gcneral end, m calling upon and cautioning 
Bclicvers fo avoid 1t, to oppole 1t. 

Firſt, It PPG to bea work of great power 
and efficacy, trom the provition that 1s mede aga:nl(t 
it, whuch tt PRO ils over. There 1s im the Cove- 
nant of grace picntiful prov: tion made, not only 
tor the preventing of 4ecienſigns and decays in Bc- 

lieve I'3, 
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lievers, bat alſo tor their continual cariying on 
towards A AS, 

Fift, The Word iticlt, and all the Ordinances 
of the Gol, el, are appouited and given unto us 
for this end, Epheſ. 4. 11, 12, 13, i4,15- That 
which is the end ot giving Gypel Officers to the 
Church, is the end alio of givig all the Ordi- 
nance?s to be adininittzed by them. For they are 
given for the work of the mmiſtcry, that is, tor the 
adminiſtrztion of the Ordinances of the Goſpel. 
Now what is, or what are theſe ends? They are 
all for the preventing of decays and declenſions in 
the Saints, all for thc cariging them on to per- 
icon 3; to it 15 [a1d, verſe 12. In general it 15 for 


the perfecting of the Saints, carrying on the work 


of grace in them, and the wock of holineſs and 
obedicnzce by them 3 or for the «difying of the body 
of Chrift, their building up in an encreaſe of faith 
and love, even of every true m<:mber of the mytii- 
cal body. But how tar are they appointed chus 
tocarry then o:!, thus io build them up? Hath 
it bounds fixcd tots work ? doth it carry them 
ſo far, and then leave them ? No, ſaith the Apo- 
[tUe, verſe 13. Toe diſpeataition of the Word of the 
Golpe!, and the Ordinances thereof, is deligned 
for our hip, ailliance, and fartherance, unt1] the 
Wavle wo:;k of faith a..d ob:dicnce is conſum- 
mace, Itisa. pamed to perfed and compleat that 
faith, knowleiyc, and WT 12 grace and holi- 
nets, which 15 allocted 1 to usin this world. But 
what aad if opyotitons ard tumptations do he 1 
tne way, Satan and his initruam-nts "o__ 
With great {ubtiltly and acceit? Why, verſe 14, 

| tl 
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theſe Ordinances are deligned for our ſafe-guard- 
ing and deliverance from all their attempts and 
aſſaults, that io being preſerved in the uſe of them, 
or ſpeaking the truth in love, we may grow np unto 
him in all things who is the head, even Chriſt Feſus. 
This 151n general the uſe of all Goſpel Ordinances, 
the chict and main end for which they were given 
and appointed of God 3 namely to preſerve Be- 
_ lievers trom all decays of taith and obedience,” and 
to carry them on ſtill towards perfe&ion. Theſe are 
means which God, the good Husbandman makes 
uſe of, to cauſe the Vine to thrive and bring forth 
fruit. And I could alſo npaniteft the ſame to be the 
eſpecial end of them diſtintly, Briefly, the Word 
is milk and ſtrong meat, for the nouriſhing and 
ſirengthning of all ſorts, and all degrees of Be- 
lievers. It hath both ſeed and water 1n it, and 
manuring with it, to make them fruitful. The 
Ordinance of the Swpper is appointed on purpoſe 
for the ffrengthning of our faith in the remembrance 
of the death of the Lord, and the excrcilc of love 
one towards another. The communion of $ aints is 
for the edifying each other in faith, love, and obe- 
dience. | 

Secondly, There 15 that which addes weight to 
this confideration, God ſuffers us not to be wn- 
mindful of this aſſiſtance he hath afforded us, bur 
15 continually calling #pon us to make uſe of the 
means appointed for the attaining of the end pro- 
poled. He ſhews them unto us, as the Angel 
ſhewed the water-fpring to Hagar. Commands, 
Exhortations, Pramifes, Threatnings are multi- 


pled to this purpoſe; ſee them ſummed up, 
Fleb. 
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| Heh. 2. 1. He 1s continually ſaying to us, Why will 
{ you die? why will you wither and deeay ? Come 
to the Paſtures provided for you, and your ſouls 
| (hall live. If we (ee a Lamb runfrom the fold into 
the Wilderneſs, we wonder not if it betorn and 
| rent of wild beaſts: It we fee a Sheep leaving its 

green Paſtures and water-courſes, to abide in dry 
' barren Heaths, we count it no marvel, nor enquire 
' farther, if we ſee him lean and ready to periſh. 
But if we find Lambs wounded in the fold, we 
' wonder at the boldneſs and rage of the beaſts of 
prey, that durſt ſet upon them there, If we ſee 
| Sheep pining in full paſtures, we judge them to be 
' diſeaſed and unſound. It is indeed no marvel that 
| poor creatures, who torſake their own mercies, and 
run away from the paſtare and fold of Chriſt in 
his Ordinances, are rent and torn with divers 
| lifts, and dopine away with hunger and famine. 
| But to ſee men living under, and enjoying all the 
| means of ſpiritual thriving, yet to decay, not to be 
| fat and flouriſhing, but rather daily to pine and 
' wither, this argues ſome ſecret powerful diſtem- 
| per, whoſe poiſonous and nox10us qualities hin- 
| der. the vertue and cihcacy of the means they en- 
| Joy. This is Indweiling-ſm. So wonderfully power- 
| ful, ſo effectually poiſonowr it 15, that it can bring 
leannefl on the fouls of men in the midft of all 
| precious means of growth and flouriſhing, It may 
| well make us tremble to fee men living under, and 
| In the uſe of the means of the Goſpe], preaching, 
| praying, adminiſtration of Sacraments, and yet 
' grow colder every day than other in zeal for 
| God, more f(&)fiſh and worldly, even babitzualy 
to 
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to decline as to the degrees of holineſs which thiy 
had attained unto. 

Thirdly, Together with the diſpenſation « 


the outward means of ipiritual) growth Or m-J 


provcment, there are allo {upplics of grace con- 
tinually afforded the Sammts trom their Head, 


Clint Jeſus. He 1s the Head of all the Saints. Aud} 
he 15a lwing Head, and foa living Head, as chaſ 
he tells us, that becarſe he liverh, we ſhall live alli 
Fob. 14-19. He communicates of ſpiritual [fe to] 


all that are his. In him is the fountain of our life 


which 1s thercfore faid to be hid with him in God, | 
Col. 3. 3. And this life he gives unto his Saints, | 


by quickning of them by his Spirit, Kom. 9. 11, 
And he continues it unto them, by the ſupplics 
of living grace which he communicates unto them, 


From theſe two, his quickning of us, and continu: | 


ally giving out ſupplics of life unto zs, he 15 {aid to 


live in us, Gal. 2.20. I live, yet nt I, but Chrift | 


liveth in me, The ſpiritual life which I have is not 
mine own, not trom my {elf was it educed, not 
by my fſclf 151t maintarhed, but it 1s meerly and 


iolely the work of Chritt; fo that it is not / that 


live, but he lives in me, the whole of my lite being 
from him alone. Neither doth this /iving Heag 
communicate only a bare life unto Believers, that 
they thould meerly live and no more,a poor, weak, 
dying lite, as it were, but he gives out ſuthciently 
to afford them'a ſtrong, vigorous, thriving, flou- 


r:iſhing life, Fob. 10.10. He comes not only that | 
his Sheep may have lite, but that they may have it 


more abundantly, that is, m a plentiful manner, 
iO as that thcy may flouriſh; be fat and fruitful, 
Thus 
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Thus is it with the whole body of Chriſt and 
every member thereof, Epheſ 4. 15, 16, Whereby 
it grows up into him in all things, which is the Head, 
even Chriſt ; from whom the whole body fitly joyned 
together, and compaded, by that which every joynt ſup- 
plieth, according to the effeGnal working in the mea- 
ſure of every part, mazxeth increaſe of the body unto 
the edifying of it ſelf in love. The end of all com- 
munications of grace, and ſupplies of life from 
this living and blefſed Head, 1s the increaſe of the 
whole body, and every member of it, and the cdi- 
tying of it (elf in love. His treaſures of grace are 
unſearchable, his ſtores incxhauſtible. His life, 
the fountain of ours, full and cternal, his heart 
bounteous and large, his hand open and lib:ral, 
ſo that there is no doubt but that he comn.um- 
cates ſupplies of grace for their incrcaſe in tol!- 
neſs abundantly unto all his Saints, Whence then 1s 
it that they do not all flouriſh and thrive accor- 
dingly? As you may ce 1t oftentimes 118. a natu- 
ral body, ſos it here. Though the ſcat ard riſe of 
the blood and ſpirits in head and heart be excel> 
l:ntly good and found, yet there tay be a wither= 
in! member in the body ſomewhat . intercepts the 
influences of life unto it. So that though the beare 
and head do pertorm their office, in giving of ſup- 
plies no lcfs to that, than they do to any other 
member, yet all the effec produced, 1s meecrly to 
keep it from wtter periſhing , it grows weak and 
decays every day. The withering and decaying of 


| any member in Chriſts myſtical body, is not for the 
{ want of his communication of grace for an abun- 


dant life, but from: the powerful interception that 
| is 
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15s made of the efficacy of it, by the interpolition and 
oppolition of In-dweliing Sin. Hence it 15 that where 


Luſt grows ftrong, a great deal of Grace will but | 


keep the Soul alive, and not give 1t any eminency 
In fruitfulneſs at all. Oftentimes Chriſt gives very 
much Grace, where not many of its effe&ts do ap- 
pear. Ir ſpends 1ts ſtrength, and power, in with- 


ltianding the continual affaults of violent corrupti- | 


ons and luſts, fo that it cannot put forth its pro- 


per virtue towards farther fruittulneſs. As a vir- | 
tuous Medicine, that is tit both to check vitious | 
and noxious humours, and to comfort, refreſh | 
and ſicengthen Nature , if the evil humour be | 


lirorg and. greatly prevailing , ſpends its whole 


tirength and virtue in the ſubduing and correct- | 
ing of it, contributing much le(s to the relief of | 


Nature than otherwiſe it would do, it it met not 
with ſuch oppoſitions : So is it with the eye-ſalve, 


and the healing grace which we have abundanth | 
from the wings of the Sun of Righteouſneſs. It is | 


forced oftentimes, to put forth its virtze to oppoſe 
and contend againft, and in any meaſure ſubdue 
prevailing Juſts avd corruptions : That the Soul 
rccciveth not*that ſtrengthning "unto duties and 
fruittulneſs which otherwiſe it might receive by 
it, is from hence. How ſound, healthy, and 
flouriſhing, how fruittull and exemplary in holi- 
neſs, might many a ſoul be, by and with that 
grace which is continually communicated to it 
from Chriſt, which now by reaſon of the power 


of in-dwelling fin is only 0: aead , but weak, | 
withering and uſelels. And this, if any thing, is | 
2 notabie evidence of the cflicacy of in-dwelling fin, | 


that 


pw mm 4 ww anazs joy wy Q op > 


mm © oo» © Qt go tt, © &3\ 8w. -@ ow 


en m_ XX AW) Je => 


a -@ = 


mY CTY > ##* Su > Guru c,n@uc {Þ 


W3 W 


\ 


) 


in the Lives of Profeſſors. 237 | 
that it is able to pive ſuch a ſtop, and check to 
the mighty and « fictual power ot Grace, fo that 


' notwithſtanding the blefſed and continual ſup- 


plyes that we receive fticom our Head, yet many 
B:lievers do decline and decay, and that habitually, 
as to what they had attained unto; their /aft 
waj?s not. anſwering their firjft, This makes tt 


| Vin:yard in the very frzitf11/ bill to bring forth 
\. {© mary wilde Grapes. This makes fo many trees 


barren in fertile ficlds. | 
Fourthly, Belides the continual ſupplyes of Grace 


| that conliantly according to the tenure of the Co- 
* venant are communicated unto Believers, which 
| keeps them that they thirſt no more as to a total 
| indigence, there is morcover @ readineſs in the Lord 
| Chrilt to yield peculiar fuccour to the ſouls of his, 


according as their occaſions ſhall require. The 
Apoſtle rells us, that he 15 a merciful! High-prieft, 


| and able, ( that i8Fe4dy prepared and willing,) #9 fuc- 


conr them that ire tempted, Heb. 2. 18. And we 
are on that account, invited to come with boldneſs 
to the Throne of Grace, that we may obtain'mercy, 


| and finde Grace to help in time of needs, that is grace 


ſufficient , ſeaſonable, ſuitable unto any fpecial 
tryall or Temptation that we may be exerciſed 
withall, Our mercitull High-Prieſt is ready to 
give out this eſpecial ſeaſonable Grace, over and 
above thoſe conttant Communications of ſupplyes 
of the Spirit, which we mentioned before. Be- 


| fides the never-failing Springs of ordinary Cove- 
| nant grace, he hath alſo peculiar refreſhing fhow- 
| ers for times of drought. And this is exceedingly 
| to the advantage of the Saints, for their preſerva- 
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tion and growth in grace; and there may very 
miny more of the like nature be added. But now 
I ſay nocwichſtaading, all theſe, and the refidue of 
the like importance, {uch 15 the power and efhca- 
Cy of in dre ny Sin, lo great 1ts aeceitfiuneſs 
and refticſnels, ſo many 11s wilcs.and Eempratlns, 
it otten tails out that many of them ivr whoſe 
grow:h and improvement all this provijzoz 15 made, 
do yet as was ſhewed, go:back and decline, even as 
to their courſe of walking wita God, Sampſon 
ſtrength fully evidenced it (lt when he brake ſeven 
new Withs, and ſeven new Cords, wherewith he was 
bound, as barning tve, and as thred, The noxious 
humour i in the body which is {o ſtubboxn, as that 
no. uſe of the molt foveraign remedies can pre- 
vail againtt it, ought to-be regarded. Such is this 
zu-dpelling. Sin if riot watched over : It breaks all 
the .cords: made to binds it it blunts the inftru- 
ments appointed to rooc.it up it relitts all hcaling 
Mcdicines though never {© {overaign,. and.is there- 
fore afſuredly .of exceeding cfiicacy. Bcfides, 
Believers: have innumerable Obligations apon them 
from the Love, the Command of God, to grow in 
grace, to, prels forward towards perfe&i07 1,-as they 
have abundant means provided for them lo to do. 
Their doing ſo, is a matter of the greateli advan- 
tage, profit, (weetn-{s, contentment unto them in 
the world ; It is the burden, the trouble .of their 
Souls, that they do not.fo doc, that they are not 
more boly, more zealous, ufctull, truitull ; they 
defire it above Life it ſelf; they know it 1s- their 
duty to watch againſt this Enemy, to fight againſt 
it, to pray againlt it, and fo they doe. They more 
delire 


m- 
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deſire his defiruG&zon, than the enjoyment of all this 
world, and all that it can afford. And yet not 
withitauding all this ſuch 15 the ſubtilty,and fraud, 
and vioience,and fury,and urgency, and :mportuni- 
ty of this Adverſary, cvat it trequently prevails to 
briag them into the wotull condition wentioned. 
Hence 1t 1s with Believers {ometimes as 1t 15 with 
men in ſome places at Sea: They nave a good and 
fair gale of winde, 1t may bs all night long 3 they 
piyc their tackling, attend diligently rho bulinels, 
and it may be taxe great contentment to conhider 
how they proceed in their Voyage: 11 tae morn- 
ing , or after a feaſon coming to meaſure what 
way they have made, and what progres they have 
had, they tinde that they are much backward of 
what they were, inlicad of getting one tiep for- 
ward , jalling into a (witt tide, or current againſt 
them , it hath fruſtrated all cheir Labours , and 
rendered the winde in their Sails almoſt uſclels; 
ſomewhat thereby they have born up againft the 
fiream, but have made no progreſs. So 15 1t with 
Believers : They have a good gale of ſupply:s of 
the Spirit from above, they attend dwtyes dili- 
gently, pray conltantly , hear attentively , and 
omit nothing that may carry them in th.1r Voyage 
towards Eternity. But attcr a while , coming 
ſeriouſly to contider by the examination of their 
hearts and wayes, what progreſi th.y have made, 
they finde that all their afliſtance, and dutyes, 


| have not. been able to bear them up againſt ſome 
| ſtrong tide or current of In-dwelling Sin. It hath 
| kept them indeed that they have not been driven. 
and fplit on ras and ſhelves 3 it hath preſerved 
Q 3 them 
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them from groſs, ſcandalous fins, but yet they 
have lott in their firizzeal frame, or gone back: 
wards, and are intaygled und.r many wofull dc- 
cayes Which 15 a notable cyidence of the Life if 
Sin, about which we ate treating. Now becauſe 
the end of our diſcovering this power :f Sin, is, 
that we may be carcfull to obviate and prevent it 
in its operation, and becaule of all the cffcQs that 
it produceth there is nore more dangerous or 
grams than that we have laſt inſiſt d on, name- 
y, that it prevails upon many Profeſſors unto an 
babitual decl nfion trom their former wayes and 
Attainments, notwithſtanding all the ſweetneſs 
and excellency which their Souls have found in 
them, I ſhall, as was faid, in the next place con- 
fider by what Wayes and Means, and through 
what aſſiſtance it uſually prevails in this kinde, 
that we may the better be wiſtruced to watch 
againſi 1t. | 


__—___ i. 


CHAP, XV. 


Decayes in Degrees of Grace cauſed by In- 
dwelling Sin. The Wayes of its prevalen- 


cy to this purpoſe. 


HE Wayes and Means whereby In-dweling | 
£ $i prevaikth on Believers unto habitual | 
declenſion aud decayes as to degrees of Grace and | 
Holinefs, is that now which comes under con- | 


lide:acion, and are many. 
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Firſt, 


| 
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Firſt, Upon the firſt Converſion and calling of 
Sinners unto God and Chriſt, they have utually 
many freſh Springs breaking torth mn ther Souls, 
and Refreſhing ſhowers coming upon them, which 
bear them up to an high rate of Faith, Love, Ho- 
lineſs , Fruittulneſs and Obedieuce. As upon a 
Land- flood when many leſſer ſireams run into a 
River, it ſwells over its bounds, and rouls on 
with a more than ordinary fulnefs. Now it thefe 
Springs be not kept open, it they prevail rot for 
the continuance of thele ſhowers, they mult needs 
decay and go backwards. We ſhall name ore or two 
of them. 

Firlt, They have a freſh, vigor:us ſence of Par- 
dming Mercy. According as this 1s in the Soul, 
ſo will its Love and delight in God, fo will its 
Obedience be. As, I ay, 1s the fence of Golpel- 
pardon, ſo will be the /xfe of Goſpel-love. Lake 
7. 47. T ſay unto thee, (aith our Saviour of the poor 
Woman, her fins, which were many, are forgiven, for 
ſhe loved mwch, but to whom liitle xs forgiven, the 
ſame loveth little. Her great {ie was an evidence 
of great forgiveneſs , and her great ſence of it, For 
our Saviour is not rendering a reaſon of her for- 
giveneſ;, as though it were for her Love, but of 
her Love, that 1t was becauſe of her forgivencls. 
Having in the foregoing Parable from Vere 38. 
and onwards, convinced the Phariſees with whom 
he had to do, that he to whom moſt was forgiven 
would love mott, as Verſe 43. He thence gives an 
account of the great love of the Woman (pringing 
from the ſence ſhe had of the great forgiveneſs 
which the had ſo freely received. Thus finners 


Q4 at 
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at their firſt Converſion are very ſenſible of great 
forgivencſs : Of whom I am chief , lycs next their 
heart, This greatly ſubques their hearts and ſpi- 
rits unto all in God, and quickens them unto all 
Obedience 3 even that ſuch poor curſcd ſinners as 
they were, ſhould ſo freely be delivered and par- 


doned. The love of God and of Chriſt in their | 


forgiveneſs, highly conquers and confirains them to 
make it their bulinels to /ive znto God. 

Secondly, The freſh taſte they have bad of ſpiritual 
things, keeps up ſuch a favour and relith of them 
in their Souls, as that worldly Contentments 
whereby men are drawn off from cloſe walkin 


with God, are rendercd ſapleſs and undeſireable | 


unto them. Having taſted of the IYine of the 
Goſpel they deſire no other, tor they ſay, this #s 
bejt. So was it with the Apoltles upon that option 
offered them as to a departure trom Chriſt, upon 
the Apoſialie of many faiſc Profcfiors; Will ye go 
away alſo * John 6. 67. They anſwer by Peter, 


Lord, to whom ſhall we go, thou haſt the words of | 


eternal life? Verſ: 66, They had ſuch a freſh ſa- | 


our and reliſh of the DoEtrine of the Goſpel, and 
the Grace of Chriſt upon their Souls, that they 
can entertain no thoughts of declining from it. 
As 4 man that hath been long kept ina dungeon, if 
brought forth on a ſudden into the Light of the 
Sun, findes ſo much pleaſure and contentment in 


it , in the beautyes of the old Creation, that he | 
thinks he can never be weary of it, nor ſhall ever | 
be contented on any account to be under dark- | 
nefs again. So 1s 1t with Souls when firft tranila- | 
ted into the marvellous Light of Chriti, to behold | 


the Þ 
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the beautics of the New Creation. They {ce a new 


Glory in him, that hath quite ſullied the defireable» - 


nels of all carthly divertions, And they fee a new 
guilt and filth in ſin, that gives them an utter ab- 
horrency of its old delights and plcaluresz and fo 
of other things. 
Now whileſt theſe and the /ike Springs are kept 
open 1n the Souls of converted finners, they con- 
ſirain them to a vigorous ative Holynefs. They 


| can never do enough fir God, to that oftentimes 


their Zeal, as Saints, ſuffers them not to clicape 
without ſome blots on their Prudence as men, as 
might be inſtanced in many of the Martyrs of 


| old. 


This then is the firſ?, at leaft one way whereby 
n-dwelling ſta prepares men tor decajes and de- 
clenfions in Grace and Ob:dicnce : It endeavours 
to ſtopp or taint theſe ſprings. And there are (eve- 
ral wayes whereby it bringeth this to paſs, 

Firſt, It works by {5th and negligence. It pre- 
vails in the Soul to a neglect of ſtirring up conti- 
nual thoughts of, or about the things that fo 
powerfully gc it unto firi& and fruitfull obe- 
dience. If care be not taken, 1t diligence and 
watchtulncſs be not uſed, and all means obſerved 
that are appointed of God, to keep a quick and 
living ſence of them upon the Soul, they will drye 
up and decay, and conſequently that Ob«<dience 
that ſhould ſpring from them will do fo alſo. Tſar: 
digged Wells, but the Philijtims ftopt them, and 
his Flocks had no benefit by them. Let the heart 
never fo little diſuſe it (qIf to gracious ſoul-affe&t- 


| Ing thoughts of the Love of God, the Croſs of 


Chrilt, 
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Chriſt, the greatneſs and excellency of Goſpy 


mercy, the beauties of holineſs, they will quickly] 


be as much eftranged to a man, as he can be ty 
them. He that ſhurs his eyes for a ſeaſon in the 
Sun, when he opens them again can ſee nothin 
at all. And ſo much as a man loſeth of faith to. 
wards theſe things, ſo much will they loſe of 
power towards him. They can do little or nothin 
upon him, becauſe of his unbelief, which formerly 
were fo exccedingly effectual towards him. $0 
was it with the Spxſe in the Canticles, chap. 5, 2, 
Chriit' calls unto her, verſ. 1. with a marvellous 
loving and gracious invitation unto communion 
with himfclf. She who had formerly been raviſhed 
at the firſt hearing of that joyful ſound, being now 
under the power of ſloth and carnal caſe, returns a 
ſorry excuſing anſwer to his Call, which ended in 
her own figral loſs and ſorrow. Jndwelling-ſm, 
I ſay, prevailing by þ:ritzzl fhath upon the ſouls 
of men unto an inadvertency of the motions of 
Gods Spirit in their former apprehentions of di- 


vine Love, and a negligence of fiirrmg up contr- | 


nual thoughts of faith about it, a decay grows 1n- 
ſenſibly upon the whole ſoul. Thus God oft com- 


plains that his peop'e had forgotten him, that 1s, | 


grew unmindtul of his Love and Grace, which was 
che beginning of their Apoſtacy. 

Sccoudly, By unjraming the ſoul, (o that it (hall 
have formal, weary, puzer/f} thoughts of thole 


things, which ſhould prevail with it unto dili- | 


gence 1n thanktul obedience. The Apottle cautions 


tis, thar in dealing with God, we ſhould uſe reve- | 


rence and godly fear, becauſe of his Purity, Holinets, 


! and 


ex. * 
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ard Majcſty, Heb. 12.28, 29. And this 1s that 


- which the Lord himſclf ſpake in the duftruction 


of Nadab and Abibu, I will be ſandtified in them that 
come to me, Levit, 10. 3. Be will be dealt withal! 
inan awful, holy, reverent manner. <o arc we to 
deal with all the things of God, wherein, or 
whercby we have communion with him. The 
ſoul is to have a great Reverence of God in them. 
When men begin to take them into ſlight and 
common thoughts, not uſing and 1mproving them 
unto the utmoſt for the ends whereunto they are 
appointed, they loſe all their beauty, and glory, 
and power towards them. When we have any 
thing to do wherein faith or love towards God is 
tobe exerciſed, we muſt do it with all our hearts, 
with all our m nds, ſirength and fouls, not [lightly 
and perfundirily, which God abhors z he doth not 
only require that we bear his Love and Grace in 
remembrance, but that, as much as in us heth, 
we do it according to the worth and excellency 
of them. It was the fin of Hezekiah, that he ren- 
dered not again according to the benefits d1ne to him, 
2 Chron. 32. 25, So whilſt we confider Goſpel 
truchs, the uttermoſt endeavour of the ſoul ought 
to be, that we may be changed into the ſame 
image or likeneſs, 2 Cor. 3. 18. that is, that they 
may have their full power and effte&t upon us, 
Othcrwile Fames tells us what our beholding the 
glory of the Lord in a glaſt, there mentioned by the 
Apoſile, that is, reading or hearing the mind of 
God in Chriſt reyealed in the Goſpel, comes unto, 
chap. 1. ver. 23, 24. It is but lite unt9 a man be- 


bulding bis natural face in a glaft, for be beholdeth 
bimfalf 


CS —=* == "IEEE EIS. © © 0” RO 2 LEE 


—_ LID 
ee ee Stews Cone ee 


246 Decays in Grace 


himſelf and goeth away, and ſtreight way forget), 
what manner of man he was, It makes no 1mPprel: 
fion upon him, begets no Idea nor imaye of hi 
likenc(s in his 1magination, becauſe he doth it 
ori, j::tly, and with a tranticnt look, So is it 
W1... iucn that will indeed thmk of Goffel truthy, 
bur in 3 fight manuer, without «<ndcavouring 
Witit all char hcaits, minds, wid ftngh, to have 
them wgratied upon their fouls, and all the &. 


fects of ticm produced 1n then: Now this is the 


way of ſinners, w their fult engagements unio God, 
T'iicy never think of pardoning mercy, but they la- 
bour to att. & thuir whole fouls with it, and do 


tiir up themiclves wito ſuntabl- atte&tions and 


returns of contiant obudicuce, Ticy think not of 
the Excelency of Chrijt, and (ritual things, now 
newly dilcoversd unto them im a faviug heght, 
but they prefs wit all their might ater a farther, 
a fuller cnjoyment of them. This k-eDp5 them 
bymble and holy, this makes them ti:a::kiul and 
fruittul. But now if the utmoſt 4/igrrer ard care- 
tulnels b2 not uſed co 1mprove and grow 1n this 
Wildom, to keep up this iframe, idwelling-fn 
working by the vanity of the minds of men, will 
nſeniibly bring them to content themſelves with 
flizht and rare thoughts of theſe things, without a 
diligent ſtdulous endeavour to give them their 
duc improverneat upon the foul, As men decay 
hercjn, fo they will aflurcdly decay and decline in 
the power of ho/anfs, and cloſe walking with God. 
The ſprazgs being ttopt or tainted, the ſtreams will 
not run {o ſwiftly, at lealt not fo ſweetly as for- 
meriy. Some by this: means under an uninter- 

rupted 
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| plicity that's im Chrifti by Fife and foothith 
| nions, defpiſed oll their own cxpcriences, and 
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rupted profcfſion, inſenitbly wither almoſt into 
nathing. They talk ot Religion and ſpiritual 
| things as much as ever they d:d in their lives, and 
5 perform duties with as much conſiancy as ever 
they did, but yet have poor can ſtarvling fouls, as 
to any real and citcEtual communion with God. 
By the power and fubtiilty of indwelling-ſin they 
have grown formal, and learned to deal about fpi- 
ritual things in an overly manner, whereby they 
have loſt all cheir lite, vigour, ſavour, and efficacy 


| towards them. Be always ferzoxs in {piritual things, 


if ever you intend to be bettcred by them. - 
Thirdl, Inawelling- ſn oftentimes prevails to 


the ſtopping of theſe {privgs of Goſpel ob-dience, 


by falſe and foohſh opinions, corrupting: the (im- 
plicity of the Goſpel. Falſe opinions are the works 
fthe fl-ſh. - From the vanity and darkneſs of the 
minds of men, with a inixture more or lefs of 
corrupt 2fcCtions, do they motily procezd. The 
Apoſtle was je::lous over his Corinth;2ns im this 
matter, he 'was afrai4 }c't their minds ſhould by 
any means be corrupted from the ſimplicity that 15 wn 
Chriſt, 2 Cor, 11. 2, 3. wi ich he knew would be 
attended by a decay and: decleniion in fatth; love, 
and obedience. And thus matters in this cafe 
often fall our. Wc havefcen ſome, who after they 
have received a {weet tate of the love of God mm 
| Chriſt, of the exccll.ncy of pardoning morcy, and 
| have walked humbly with Gog for many yeah 


| In tne faith and apprehenfion of the truth, have 


| by the co! ruption of th:ir minds from the fim- 
,T} 
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xcjc&ed all the efficacy of truth, as to the farthe. 
Trance of their obedience. Hence Fobn cautions the 
El: Lady and her children to take heed they were 
not ſeduced, left they ſhou'!d loſe the things tht they 
þ id wronzht, 2 Epiſt, ver. 8, It they thould them- 
ſclves caſt away all their former obedience as loſt, 
and a thing of no value. We have innumerable in- 
ſtances hereof in the days wherein we live. How 
many arc there, who not many years fince pur an 
unſpeakable value on the pardon of fin in the bly 


of Chrijt, who delighted in Goſp-1 diſcoveries of : 


ſpiritual thiags, and walked in obedience unto 


God on the account of them, who being beguiled 
and turned aſide from the truth as it is in Jeſus, 
do deſpiſe theſe ſprings of their own former obe- 
dience. And as this 1s done groſly and openly in 
ſome, ſo there are more ſecret and more plauſible 
inſinuations of corrupt , opinions, tainting the 
ſprings and fountains of Goſpel obedience, and 
through the vanity of mens minds, which is 3 
principal part of indwelling-fin, getting ground 
upon them. Such are all thoſe that tend to the ex- 
tenuation of ſpecial Grace 1n its freedom, and.cth- 
cacy, and the advancement of the wills or the en- 
deavours of men in their ſpiritual power and 


ability : They are all works of the fleſb, and how-. 


ſoever ſome may pretend an ufetulneſs in them to 
the promotion of holineft, they will be found to taint 
the ſprings of true Evangelical obedience, mſenſi- 
bly to turn the heart from God, and to bring the 
whole foul into a ſpiritual decay. 

And this is one way whereby Indweling-ſn 
produceth this pernicious efte, of drawing _ 

| © 


| 
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off from the power, purity, and fruitfulneſs at- 
tending their firlt converftion, and engagements 
unto God, bringing them into habiteal declenſion, 
at lealt as unto degrees of their holineſs and grace. 
There 1s not any thing we ought to be more 
watchful agairli, it we intend cttcaally to deal 
with this powertul and ſubtil encmy. It is no 
{mall part of the wiſdwmn of faith, to ob{crve whe- 
ther Goſpcl truths continue to have the ſame ſa- 
v2ur unto, and efficacy upon the ſoul, as tormerly 


| they have had; and whether an endeavour be 


maintained to improve them continually as at the 
hilt. A commandient that is always practiſed, 
ISalways new, as Fohn ſpeaks of that of Love. 
And he that really improves Goſpel truths, 
trough he hears them a thouſand times, they will 
be always new and freſh unto him, becauſe they 
put him on rzcwneſf of practice. When to another 
that grows common under them, they are burthen- 
lome:and common unto him; and he even loaths 
the Aſannz that he is ſo accuſtomed unto. 

Secondly, Indwelling-fn doth this, by taking men 
off from their watch againſt the returns of Satan. 
When our Lord Chriſt comcs firſt to take poſſeſs 
hon of auy foul for himſclf, he binds that frong 
man and ſpoils his goods , he dcprives him of all 
his power, dominion and intereli. Satan being 
thus diſpoſſctt and truſirated in his hopes and ex+ 
pcRations, leaves the ſoul, as finding it newly 
mortificd to his baits. So he left our Saviour upon 
his fiſt fruitleſs attempts. But it is ſaid, He left 
bim only for a ſeaſon, Luke 4. 13. He intended to re- 
turn again, as he ſhould ſee his advantage. So is g 
| wait 
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| paratively he doth fo. 
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with Believers alſo. Being catt out from his inter 
in them, he leaves them tor aſeaſor, at leaſt com; 
Freed from his aſſaults and 
perplexing temptations, they proceed wigornuſh 


in the courſe of their obedience, and fo flouriſhin} 


the ways of God. But this holds not ; Satan re 
turns again, and it the ſoul fiands not continu- 


ally upon his gzard againft him, he will quickly get| 


ſuch advantages, as ſhall put a notable interrupti- 
on upon his fruittulneſs and obedience. Hence 
ſome, after they have ſpent ſome time, it may be 
ſome years m. cheartul exemplary walking with 


God, have upon Satans retzrz, conſumed all thcir| 


Jatter days in wrefiling with perplexing tempta- 
tions, wherewith he hath intangled them, Others 


have plainly tallen under the power of his affaults, | 
It is like a man, who having for a while lived | 


#ſefully amongſt his neighbours, done good, and 
communicated according 
bating to the poor, and helping all round about 
him, at length falling ito the hands of vexatious, 


wrangling oppreflive men, he is forced to ſpend | 
his whole time and revenue in defending himfelf | 
againſt them at Law, and fo becomes uſele($ in the | 


place where he: lives. So is it with many a Be- 
It-ver , after he hath walked” in a fruitful courſe 
of obedience to the glory of God, and edification 
of the- Church of Chriſt, being afreſh ſet upon by 
the Terr of Satan in one way or other, he hath 
enough to do -all the remainder of his life to kecp 
himfclf 2/zve; in the mean time as to many graces, 
wotully decaying and going backward. Now 


this alſo, though Satan hath anhand in it, is from 
| Indwelling- 
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to his ability, diftrj- | 
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Indweliing-ſin ; IT mean, the fucceſs is ſo which Sa» 
tan doth obtain in his undertaking. This encou- 
rageth him, maketh way tor his return, and gives 
entra!1ce to his temptations. You know how it 1s 
wich them, out of whom he 1s cali only by Ge- 
ſpel convidion ;, atter he hath wandered and waited 
awhile, he faith, He will return to hs houſe from 
whence he was ejeGied. And what 15 the 1fſuc ? Car- 
nal laſts have prevailed over the mans convi- 
C1005, and made his ſoul fit to entertain returning 
d:vits. It is (0as to the meaſure of prevalency, 
that Sataw oÞtains againſt Believers, upon advan- 
tages adminitixed unto him, by {ins ditpoling the 
foul unto an obnoxiouſncls to his temptations. 
Now the way and m:an3 whereby Indweliing- 
fm doth give advantage ro Satan for his return, 
are all thoſe which diſpoſe them towards a de- 
clnſin which thall attcrwards be mentioncd. Sa- 
fan 15 a diligent, watchful, and crafty adverfary, 
he will neglc& no opportunity, no advantage that 
5 offered unto him. Whercin then focver our ſpi- 
ritual tirengih is impaired by fm, or which way 
fo.ver our lutts prets, Satan falls in with that 
weaknels, and pietfech rowards that ruine. S0 
that all che actings of the Law of fin are. ſubſer- 
vient to this. end of Satan. 1 ſhull therefore only 
at preſence mention one or two, that ſeem princt- 
pally co invite Satan to attempt a return. = 
Firſt, It intangleth the foul in the things of the 
world, all which are ſo many purveyors for Sa- 
tan, When Pharaoh had let the p:ople go, he heard 
after a while that they were ntangled in the wil- 


dernefl, and ſuppoſeth that he ſhall therefore now 
K 


overtake 
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overtake them and deſtroy them. This fiirs him up 
to perſice after them, Satan finding thoſe whom 
he hath been caſt out from, intangled 1n the things 
ofthe world, by which he is fure to find an catie 
acceſl{ unto them, 15 encouraged to attempt upon 
thematreſh; as the Spider to come down upon 
the [trongett flic that is entangled mm his web. For 
| hecomes by his temptations only to impel them 
unto that whereunto by their own luſts they are 
enclined, by adding p»i/on to their luſts, and paint-. 
ing to the objc&s of them. And oftentimes by this 
advantage he gets ſo in upon the fouls of men, 
that they are never well trce of him more whulli 
they live. And as mens diverſions increaſe trom the 
world, fo do their cntanglements from Satan. 
When they have more todo in the worid than 
they can well manage, thcy ſhall have. more to 
do from Satan than they can well withſtand, 
When meu are made ſpiritually faint, by dealing 
in and with the world, Satan ſets on them as 
Amalcck did onthe faint and weak of the people 
that came out of Egypt. 

Secondly, It produceth this cfftc& by making 
the ſoxl negligent, and taking it off trom its watch. 
We: have betore ſhewed at Jafge that it 1s one main 
part of the feral diceitfulnefs of Indwelling-ſin, to 
make the ſoul inadvertent, to turn it off from the 
di)};gcnt watchful attendance unto its duty, which 
15S required. Now there is not any thing in refe= 
rence whereunto diligence and watchfulneſs 1s 
more {trictly enjoyned, than the returning aſſaults 
of Satan, 1 Per. 5.8. Be ſuber, be vigilant, ard 
why ſo ? Lecauſe of jurer adverſary the Devil, Unlels 

you 
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you are exceeding watchful, at one time or other 
he will Carprize you. And all the injunctions of 
our bleſſed Sa2vionr, to watch, are fiill with rete- 
rence unto hun, and his termptations. Now when 
the foul is made careleſſand inadvertent, forgetting 


| what an cn<my it nath to deal withall, or is lifted 


up with the [ceſs 1t hath newly obtained againlt 
him, then 15 Satans time to attempt a re-entrance 
of his oi4 havitation ; which 1t he cannot obtain, 


| yet he makes their lives uncomfortable to them- 
{clves, and untruuntul to others, 1n weakening their 


root, and Withering their fruit through his poiſon- 
ing temptations. He comes down upon our dutics 


Fg 


of ohedience, as the towls upon Avrahams facrifice, 


that if we watch not, as he did, to drive them 
| away, | forby rchittance he1s overcome and put 


to flight | he will devorer them. 

Thirdly, 1:7:y2/lin7-ſin takes advantage to put 
torth 1ts efttcacie and deceit, to with-draw men 
trom their primitive 2221 and holineſs, from ther 


| felt f2ith, love, and works, by the evil examples of 
?Profefrs amongſt whom they live. When men 


rt ENg3gTIALO tne Ways ot God, they have a re- 
rerent eniem Of thoſe whom they believe to have 
3-c1 Made partakers of that mercy bz:tore them- 
ielycs 3 thile they love and honour, as 1t 15 their - 
duty. But after a while, they tind many ot chem 
walking in many things zneven!y, crooked!y, and not 


unlike the men of the world. Here fin 15 not want- 


ing to its advantage. *Infenhibly it prevails with * 
men toa compliance with them. This way, this 
courſe of walking, doth well enozgh with others, 
why may it not do ſo with us alſo? Such 15 the 
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inward thought of many, that works effeQtually 
in them. And fo through the craft of fin, the ge- 
neration of Protcfiors corrupt one another. As 1 


Fream ariling from a clcar ſpring or fountain, | 


whilſt it runsin 1ts own P«<cultar channel, and 


keeps its watCr unmixed, preſerves 1ts purity and[ 


cleanne(s, but when 1t falls m its courſe with 


other ſtreams that are ##rbid and foul, though run-| 
ing the ſame way with it, 1t becomes muddy and} 
diſcoluured alſo. So 151t 11 this cale, Believers comet 
forth from the ſpring of the New birth with ſome 


purity and clcanneſs, this tor a while they keep in 


the courlc of their private walking with God ;| 


but now when they come ſometimes to fall into 
ficiety with others, whole protcſſion lows and runs 
the Came way with theirs, even towards heaven, 


but yet are muddied and ſullied with fm and the 


world, thcy are ofteu corrupted with them, and 
. by them, and ſo decline trom their fift purity, 


faith, and hohneſs. Now left this may have beenf 
the caſc of any who ſhall xead this diicovilc, I thallf 


adde fome few cautions that are neceſſury to pre- 
ferve men from tis int.<ion. 


Firſt, In the body of Profeſſors there is a great} 
number of hypocrites, Though we cannot (ay dif 
t115 or that man, that he 1s (v, yet that ſome there} 


are 15 moſt certain. Our Sav.our hath told us that 
1t will beſo to the cnd of the world. All that 
have Oy! mn their Lamps, have it not in their zweſ- 
ſes. Let men take heed how they give thernſclves 
up unto a conformity to the Profetiors they meet 
withall, left inftead of Saints and the beſt of mcn, 
they (ometimes propoſe for their example hy- 

pocrites, 
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pocrites, which are the worft z and when they think 
they are /ize unto them who bare the wm zge of God, 
they conform ithcmſclves unto thoſe, wie bare the 
Inge of Satan. 


Secondly, You know not what may be the pre- 


ſent tem: mt atinns ot thoſe whol: P2385 YO.) O!erve. 


It may be they are under ſome peoniier do/ertion 
tron: God, and fo arc with. Y 71g, tor 2 ſeaſon. un- 
till hs fend them fon.e refreſping Powers trom 
above. It may be they are intarg ed with ſome 
ſpecta! IrrUptiong , which 1s thr burthen , that 

you know not of; and tor any voluntarily to fall 
into ſuch a trame, as others ae calt into by the 
power of their temptations, or to think” that 
will ſufhce in them, which they {ve to (uffice in 
others whoſe dittempers they know 1.0t, 1s foly 
and preſumption. Hc that knows fſwch or ſuch 
a pcrſon to be a living Man, and ot an healthy 
conliitution, it he ce him g9 crawiing up and 
down about h:s attarrs, Gehl and weak, {ome- 
times filling, fometimes {tanding, and making 


{mall progreſs 19 any thing, will he think it fufh- 


<Qai:nt for himfclt to do fo alſo? will he not in- 


quire whether the perſon he ſecs, have not lately 
tailen into ſome diftemper or cſs, that hath 
weakened him, and brought him into that con- 
dition? Aſaredly he will ſo do. Take heed, 
Chriſtians, many of the Prof-flors with whom ye 
do converſe are tick, and wound:d ; the wounds 
of ſome of them do flink,, and ave Corrupt becauſe 
of their folly. If you have any ſpiritual health, do 
not think their weak and uncvcn walking will be 
accepted at your hands; much I{5 think it will 
R 3 
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be well for you to become fick and to be wounded | 
alſo. | |; 
Thirdly, Remember that of many of the #« 
Chriſtiars , the worſt only is known and fecn, 
Many who keep up precious Communion with 
God, do yet oftentimes by their natural temprrs 
ot trecdom or paſſion, not carry ſo glorious ap- | 
Pcaraiices as: others, who perhaps comc thort of | 
thum mn Grace and the power of Godlmefls. In 
re{pect of their outward Converlation 1t may 
ſccm they are ſcarcely ſaved, when in reſpec of | 
ther Faith and Love they may be eminent. They | 
may, as the Kings Daughter be all. glorious withun, | 
though their Cloaths be not alwayes of wrought Gold, | 
Take heed then that you be not infected with | 
their worſt , when ye are not able it may beto Þ 

1mitate them 1n their bef? ; but to return, 
Forrthly, Sin doth this work by cheriſhing ſome 
ſecret particelar luſt in the heart. This the ſoul con- 
tends againſt faintly, It contends againſt 1t upon 
tac account of ſincerity,it cannot but do ſo; but it 
doth not make thorough-work,vigoroutly to mor- 
tie it by the ſircngth and power of Grace. Now 
Where 1t 1sthus with a Soul, an habitz:al declenftin 
as to Holineſs will afſuredly enſue. David thews 
us how in his firſt dayes he kept his heart cloſe 
unto God, Pſalm 18. 23. IT was upright before him, 
ena 1 kept my ſelf from mine iniquity. His great care 
was leſt .any oze luſt ſhould prevail in him, ox 
upon him, that might be called his iniquity in a 
peculiar manner. The ſame courſe ſteer'd Pax allo, 
1 Cor, 9. 27, he was in danger to be liſted up by 
his ſpiritual Reyclations and Enjoyments. = 
makes 
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makes him keep hi hody in ſubje&ion, thgt no car- 
nal reaſonings or vain imagination might take 
place in him. But where in-dweling $772 hath pro- 
voked, irritated, and given ſtrength unto a fpecez! 
luſt, it proves affuredly a Princips! Means of a ge- 
neral dcclenfion. For as an mnfriity and weak- 
ncls in any one vital part, will maxe tc whoſe 
body confimptive, fo will the weagwre/7 7m 27y 97 
Grace , Which a. perplexing laſt brings with 1t, 
make the Soul. It every way weakens tpiritual 
firength. It weakens Confidence 1n God mim Fauh 
and Prayer. The knees will be: tceble, and the 
hands will hang down in dealing with God , 
where a galling and unmortified luft Iycs in the 
heart, It will take fzech hold upon the ſral, that it 
ſhall not be able ty lnok up, Plal. 40 12, It darkens 
the minde by innumerable foolilh imiSinatiins 
which it fjirs up to make provition tor 1ts felt, 
It galls the Conſcience with thole ſpots and (tains, 
which in and by its actings 1t brings upon the 
foul. It contends in the 77! tor Rule and Do- 
minjon: An ad:ve ſtirring corrtption Would have 
the commanding power in the foul, and it 15 ever 
and anon ready to take the Tihrone. It di/Furbs 
the thoughts, and ſometimes will” even trighren 
the ſoul from dealing with it by meditation, 1:{& 
corrupt affe&ions being entangled by it, Grace 
loſes ground inſtead of prevailing. Ic 5reaky out 
oftentimes into ſcandalous lins, as it did in David 
and Hezekiah, and loads the {inner with ſorrow 
and diſcouragement. By thele and the like means 
it becomes to the ſoul like a moth in 2 garment, to 
cat upand deyour the (irongelt threeds of it, io 
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that though the whole hang looſe together, it is 
eaftily torn in pieces. Though the foul with 
whom it 1s thus, do for a fealon keep up a fair 
profeſſion , yet his lirength 1s {ſecretly devoured; 


and every temptation tares and reats his Conſei- | 
ence at plcaſure. It becomes with fuch Men as it | 
1s with (ome who have for a many years becn of | 


a ſound firong athletick conſlitution. Some fecret 
hedicall diftemper ſcrz<th on them : For a ſeaſon they 
take no notice of it; or if they do, they think 


they ſhall do w<ll enough with it, and ealily ſhake | 
1t off when they have a little aſive to attend un- | 


to it; But for the preſent they think as Sampſn 
with his locks cut, they w:ll do as at othcr times, 
Sometimes it may be they complain that they are 
not well, they know net what ailcth them, and 


it may be rite violntly in an oppotition to their | 


diſtemper ; z but atter a while ftrag/ing in vain, the 
vigour of ther ſpirits and firength fajling them, 
they are forced to yield tu the fowcr of a con- 
ſfeemption. And now all they can do is litile enough 
to keep them alive. It 1s fo with Men brought 1n- 
to ſpirnual deciyes by any fecret perplexing cor- 
ruption. It may be they have hed a vigorous prin» 
ciple of Obcdience and Holincfs : In-dwelling Sin 
watching its opportunities, by ſome temptation 
or other, hath kindicd and inflamed tome particular 
luft in them. For a while it may be they take 
little notice of it. Sometinies they complain, but 
think they will do as ja former tzmes, untill be- 
ing inſeatibly weakned in their {piritual ſtrength, 
thcy have work enough to do'in keeping alive 
what remains and 1s ney to dye, Hof. 5. * 
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I ſhall not add any thing here as to the pre- 
vention and obviating this advantage of In- 
dwelling fin, having cl{cwhere rreatcd of it We 
culiarly and apart. 

Fitthy, It works by negligence of private com- 


| munion with God in Prajzer and M-ditation, IT have 


ſhcwed betore how In-awelling Sin puts forth its 
deceitfuin'ſs 1m diverting the foul trom watchful- 
nels in and unto theſe duties. Here if it prevails, 


{ jt will not fail to induce an bavitra! deicienſion mn * 
| the whole courſe of Obedicnce. All negle& of 
| private duties is principled by a wearineſs of God 


as He comp'aineth, 1/1. 43. 22. Thou haſt not called 
wr Me, thou batt "is weary of Me. Ncgle& of 
invocation proceeds trom wearineſs. And where 
there 1s wearzneſs, there wili be withdrawing from 
that whereof we are weary. Now God alone be- 
ng, the fountain and ſpring of ſpiritual life, if 
there be a wearineſs of him, and withdrawing from 
him, it is in:poſſible but that there will a decay 
in the Lite enſue. Indecd what men are in theſe 
duty:s, 1 mean as to Faith and Love mn them, that 


.they are and no more. Fere hes the root of 


ther obcdience, and if this fail all fruit will quick- 
ly tail. You may-ſometumes lec% Tree flouriſh- 
ing with leaves and fruit goodly and pleaſant. 
Atter a while the leaves begin to decay, the fruit 
to wither , the whole to droop. Search, and 
you thall hind the root, whereby it ſhould draw in 
moylture and fatneſs trom the Earth to ſupply the 
body and branches with ſap and juice for growth 
and fruit, hath received a wound, 15 ſome way 
periſhed, and doth not perform its duty, fo that 
though 
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though the branches are flouriſhing a while wit 
what they had received, their (ſuſtenance being iy. 
tercepted they muſt decay. So it is here, The: 
duties of private communion with God, are th: 
means of receiving ſupplyes of ſpirits! ſtrenytl 
from him; of ſap-and facneſs from Chriſt the Vin: 
and Olive. Whileſt they do fo, the converſation 
and courſe of obedience floxriſheth and 1s ftrunmtull, 
all outward duties are cheartully aid regular] 
performed, But it there be a wound, a detect, a 
failing 1n that which ſhould tirft take in the Pix: 
tual radical moyſture , that ſhould be communics 
ted unto the whole, the reſt may for a ſealon 
maintain their ftation and appearance , but aſt 
a while prof:fion will wither , fruits will decay, 
and the whole be ready to dye. Hence our $a- 
viour lets us know, Matth. 6. 6. what a man 
37 jecret, in theſe private duties, that he 1s in the 
cyes of God, and no more. And one reaſon 
2monglt others 1s, becaute they have a more vi- 


gorous acting of z#nmixed grace than any other 


duties whatever. In all or molt particular dutics, 
b<tides the influence that they may have from 
carnal »reſpeds, which arc many, and the wayes 
of their infinfation ſubtite , and 1mperceptible, 
there 15 an ally of gifts, which fom<tunes cven 
devours the pure Gold of Grace which thould bc 
the chick and Principal in them, In thelſc, there 1s 
immediate entercourſe between God , and that 
which 1s of himſelf in the ſoul. It once fin by 
its deceits and treacheries, prevail to take off the 
Soul from diligent attendance unto Communion 


with God, and confiancy in theſe duties, it wall 
not 
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not fail to effe& 2 declining 1n the whole of a mans 
Obedience. It hath made its entrance, and will 
alluredly make good.1ts progrels. 

Sixihly, Growing 1n Notioms of Truth without 
anſwerable praGice, 18 another thing that In-dwelling 
Sin makes uſc of to bring the fouls of Believers 
under a decay. The Avbuitic ils us, that know- 
ledge puſſith wp, 1 Gor. S. 1. Tit be alone, not 
nproved in practice, 1: //ll5 men beyond a due 
picporti. mn. Like a Man tnat Þath a dre, we 
are not to £xpeci that he tath tirength to his 
bigncls. Like tices that are continually running 
up an head, which keeps them from bearing, fruit. 
When once men have attained to this, that they 
can entertain and receive Evangelical truths mn a 
new and more Glorious light, or more clear difco- 
very than formerly, or new manitcjtations of 
Truth which they knew not before, and pleaiec 
themſelves in fo doing, witnout diligent endeavours 
to have the power of thoſe truths and notions 
upon their hearts, and their ſouls mace conform- 
able unto them, they generally learn ſo to dilpoſe 
of all Truths formerly known, which were {eme- 
times inlaid 1n their hearts with morc cthcacy 
and power, This hath proved, it not the rune, 
yet the great impairing oft many in thele dyes of 
light whercin we live. By this means trom hum- 
ble cloſe walking, many hzve withered nito an 
empty, barren, talzging protection. All things almoſt 
have in a ſhort ſeaton become alike unto them : 
Have they been true or falſe, fo they might be 
debating of them, and dilputing abcut them, all 
is well, This is food for fin, it hatcheth, increafeth 

it, 
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it, and 1s increafed by it, A notable way it is fol 
the vanity that is in the mind, to exert it {elk with: 
out a rebuke from conſcievce. Whilſt men are 


talking, and writing, and ſtudying about Religion, | 


and Nearing Preaching, 1t may be,with great delight, 
as thoſe in Ezekiel, chaf.. 33. 32, Conlcience, anlck 
throughly awake and circumſpe, and furniſhed 
with ſpiritual wiſdom and care, will be very 
well pacihed, and enter no rcbukes or pleas againfi 
the way that the foul 15 1n. But yct all this may 
be nothing but the acting of that natural vanity 
which lies mn the mind, and is a princip3l part of 
the tin we treat of. Aud gcnerally this 1s fo, when 
men content themiclves, as was faid, with the 
notions of truth, without Iabouring after an ex- 
p=ricence of the power of them in th ir hearts, and 
che bringing forth the truit of tncm in their hves, 
on which a deczy mult necds cnfue. 

Seventh!y, Growth in carnal wiſdom 1s another 
help to fin in producing this ſad effect. Thy wiſ- 
dom and thy knoweled ze, faith the Prophet, hath per- 
verted thee, Iſa. 47.10. SO much as carnal wiſdom 
increaſcth, ſo much faith deczys. The proper 
work of it 15 to teach a man to truſt to and in 
himſelf, of faith to trutt wholly in ano:her. So it 
labours to deſtroy the whole work of taith, by 
cauting the ſoul to return into a decciving fwlneſi 
of his own. We have wotul examples of the pre- 
valency of this principle of declention in the days 
wherein we live. How many a poor, humble, 
broken hearted creature, who followed after God 
in timplicity and integrity of ſpirit, have welſeen, 
through the obſervation of the ways and walkings 
| of 
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of others, and cloling with the temptations to 
craft and ſubtilty, wh'ch opportunities 1n. the 
world have adminiſtred unto them, come to be 
dipt in a worldly carna! frame, and utterly to wither 
in their prof: (ſion. Many are fo fied hereby, that 
they arc not to be known to bez the men they 
WEIC. | 
Fighthly, Some great fin lying long in the heart and 
conſcience unrepented of, Or not repcnted of as it 
ought, and as the matter requires, furthers in- 
dwelinp-ſfm in this work. The great turn of the 
lif- of David, whence his firſt wazs carricd the re- 
putation, was in the harbouring his great fin in 
his conſcience without ſuitable repentance. It was 
otherwiſe we know with Peter, and he had an» 
other iſſue. A gr-at tin will certainly give a great 
turn to the life ot a Profeffor, It it be well cured 
in the blood of Chrilt, with that humiliation 
which the Goſpel requires, it often proves a 
means of more watchf.ulneſs, fruittulneſs, humi- 
lity, and contentation, than cver the ſoul before 
obtained. It it be neglected, it certainly hardens 
the heart, weakens {piritual lirength, enfcebles the 
ſoul, diſcouraging it unto all communion with 
God, and 154 notable principle of a general decay. 
So David complams, Pl. 38. 5. My wounds ftink 
and are corrupt becauſe of my ſ"oliſhneſt. His preſent 
diftempcr was not fo much from his ſim, as his 
folly, not ſo much from the wounds he had re- 
ceived, as from his ncglcd to make a timely ap- 
plication for their cure. It is like a hroken hone, 
which being well fet, leaves the place ſtronger 
than before it otherwiſe, makes the man a Cripple 
| all 


264 The Power of Sin 


all his days. Theſe things we do but bricfly name, 
and fundry other advantapes of the like nature 


that fir makes uſe of *to produce this ettcct, might ] 


alſo be inftanced jn ; but theſ: may futhce unto our 
preſent purpoe. What ever 17 uſcth, it fcli is tit 
che principle 3 and this 15 no {mall demoultration of 
its ethcacy and power. 


CHAP. XL 
The ſtrength of Indwelling-ſm, maniſeſted 


from its power and effects 1 perſons Un- 
regenerate. | 


T is of the power and cfticacy of In4welling- 

fin, as if remams 1n ſeveral degrees 1 Believers 
that we are treatmg. Now I have <lic- where 
ſhewed, that the nature and all the natural pro- 
pertics of 1t do fhll xcmain in them; Troagh 
theretore we cannot prove dirgctly what 15 the 
_ Yeagth of in mthem, trom what 1ts poryer 15 11 
thoſe, in whom it 1s only checked and not at all 
weakned 3 yet may we from an obſervation ther:- 


ot Ciution Believers of the rea] Power of that mm. r= 


tal enemy with whom thy have to do. 

It the Plague do violently rage 1n one City, ac- 
ſiroying multitudes, and there be in anther an 
infcion of the ſame kind, which yet arilcs not 
unto that heighth and fury there, by reaſon of 
the corr:&ion that it meets withall from a betty 
air, ana remedies uſed ; yet a man may demor=» 

{irate 
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firate unto the Inhabitants the force and danger 
of that Infedion got in among them, by the effe&s 
that it hath and doth produce among others, who 
have not the benefit of the preventizes and preſer- 
vatives which they enjoy > which will both teach 
them to value the means ot their preſervation, 
2ud be the more watchtul againſt the power of 
the infection that is among them. It1s ſo in this 
caſe. Believers may be taught what 1s the power 
and efficacy of that plague of fm, which is in and 
| among them, by the effects the fame plague pro- 
duceth in and among others, who have not thoſe 
corr«Gzons of its poylon, and thoſe preſervatives from 
death which the Lord Jeſus hath furniſhed them 
withall. 

Having then fixed on the Demonſtration of 
the power of fin, from the effefds it doth pro- 
duce, and having given a double inſtance hereof 
m Believers themielves, I ſhall now farther evidence 
the ſame truth, or purſue the ſame evidence of 
It, by ſhewing ſomewhat of the power that it 
ateth in them who are znregercrate, and fo have 
not the remedies againſt it which Believers are 
turmſhed withall. os 

I ſhall not handle the whole power of fi im: un- 
regenerate perſons, which 1s a very large held, 
and not the butincis 1 have im hard ; but only by 
lome few inſtances ot 11s ctiects in them, intimate, 
as I ſaid, unto Believers, what thcy have to deat 
withall. 

Firſt then, it appcars mn the violence it offers to 
the nature of man, compelling them unto fins, 
fully contrary to all the principlcs of the reaſon- 

able 
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able nature wherewith' they are cndued from 
God. Every creature of God hath in its creation, 


a Law of Operaticn umplanted 1n it, which 1s the. 


rule of all that proccedeth from it, of all that it 
doth of its own accord. $0 the nre atcends up- 
wards, budics that are weighty and hcavy de- 
ſcend 3 the water flows, cach according to the 
principles of thcir nature, which give them the 
L uw of their Operation. Tat which hinders them 


Mm their op-ration 15 force and violence, as that } 


which hinders a ſtone from detcending, or the fire 
from going upwards. That which forceth them 
to move contraty to the Law of their nature, as 


a ſtone to go upwards, or the fire to difcend, is | 


in its kind the greatelt viol-nce, of which the de- 


grees are endlicls Now that which ſhould take a | 


great Mi/ſtonc, and fling it upwards mito the air, 
all would acknowledge to bea matter of won- 
derful force, power, and ethcacy. 


Man ao hath his Law of Operatio7 and work- 


ing cogcreated with him. And this may be con- | 


fidcred two ways either, tirit, as it 1s common to 


him with other creaturesz or as pecular,, with | 
rcferegce unto that ſpecial end for which he was | 


made. Some thirgs are, Iſay, in this Law of Na- 
ture common to man with other creat#res ;, as to nou- 
riſh their young, to live quietly with them of the 
ſame kind and race with them; to ſeck and fol- 


low after that which 1s good tor them in that Rate | 
and condition wherein they are created. Theſe | 
are things which all brait living creatures have in | 


the Law of thcir nature, as Man alſo hath. 
But nOW bclides thule things, man being cre- 


ated | 
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ated 1n an eſpecial manner to give Glory to God by 
rational and moxzal obedience, and (o to obtain 
a reward in the enjoyment of him; there are many 
things in the Law of his creation that are peculiar 
to him; as to love God above all, to fee the enjoy- 
ment of him as his ciietett Good and 14it End, to 
enquire atter his Mind and Will, ana tov yicld obe- 
dience, and the hike. All which are part of the 
Law of his Nature. 

Now thcle things are not diliivgudhed to, 
though a man migat mms the actions of the 
Law of his nature which are cort 7-120 tO him with 
other creatures, meerly from the princ; ivles of his 
nature as they doz but the Cp of bis depcndance 
upon G:d, and doing, all things 1n obedience unto 
him, patſcth on them allallv. He can never be 
conlidered as a meer creature, but as a creature 
made tor the g glory of God, by rational moral obe- 
dience ; rational, becaute by hum choſen, and per- 
tormed with reaſon 3 and mer, becaule regulated 
by a Law whereunto Reafon doth aticnd. 

For inſtance ; It 15 common to man with other 
creatures, tO tate care for the nozrifhing of B15 coil- 
aren, of the young helplc(3 ones that receive their 
being by him. There 1s implanted 1m im, in the 
principles of his nature concreated with tnem, a 
love and care for them ; fo 15 it with other living 
creatures, Now let other creatures anlwer this 
mſtin and jin-linatiin, and be not. hardned againtt 


| them like the fooliſh Ojrridge, unto whom God 
| hath not —_ th's natural wiſdom, j:b 59. 


3. 
Is, I7. they full Y anfwer the Law of their Creat:0n, 
With Man it is not fo; it 15 not enough tor him ty 
5 anlwer 
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anſwer the inftin& and {ccret umpulſe and incli- 
nation of his nature and kind, as m the nourithin 
of his children; but he muſt do it alfo in ſbje- 
ion to God, and obey him therein, and doing it 
unto his glory 3 the Law of Moral Obedience paſ- 
{ing over all his whole being, and all his operations; 
but in theſe things lie, as -1t were, the whole of a 
man, namely in the things which are implanted 
in his nature asa creature, common to him with 
all other living creatures, ſeconded by the Com- 
mand or Will of God, as he 1s a creature capable 
of yielding moral obedience, and doing all things tor 
hs glory. 


That then, which ſhall drive and compel a man | 


to tranſpreſs this Law of his nature, which is not 
only as to throw milſtones wpward, to drive Bealts 
from taking care of their young, to take from Cat- 


tle of the fame kind the hearding of themſelves un | 


quietneſs, but moreover, to cali off what hes in 
him his fundamental dependance on God, as a CIea- 
ture made to yield him obedience, multi needs be 
cltcemed of great force and efhcacy. 

Now this is frequently done by Indwelling-ſm, 


in perſons wnregenerate, Let us take ſome few 1n- 


{ffanccs. 


Firtt, There is nothing that is more deeply in- | 
laid in the principles of the natures of all living | 


creatures, and (o of man himſelf, than a love un- 
to, and a care for the preſervation and rouriſhing 


of cheir young : many brute creatures will de for | 


them, ſome tecd them with their own fleſh and 
blood 3 all deprive thernſclves of that food which 


nature dieCts thum 10 as-their beſt, to impart it |. 


to 


: — 
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to them 3 and acting in their behalf co the utmoſt 
of their power. 

Now ſuch is the efficacy, power, and force of 
Indwelling-ſin 1n man, an #nfeion that the nature of 
other creatures knows nothing of, that in many 
ic prevails toltop this fountain, to beat back the 
fiream of natural aft<Ctions, to root up the prin- 
ciples of the Law ot nature, and to drive them 
unto a zeglef, a deiliruction of the fruit of their own 
loins. Paul tells us of the old Gentils, that they 
Were 45 yo, Rom. 1.31. without natural affe ion ; 
that which he aims at 1s that barbarous cuſtom 
among the Romans, who oft-times to ſpare the 
trouble in tne education of their children; and to 
be at liberty to f{atishe their lutis, d:/troyed tbeir 
own children from the womb. So tar did the ftrength 
of tin prevail to obliterate the Law of nature, and 
torepel thr force and power of it, 

Examplcs ot this nature are common in all 
Nations 3 amongtt our fulves, of women naurdering ' 
their own children, through the deccittul reaſoning 
of iin. And hercin tin turns the firong cryent of 
nature, darkens all the /izht of God in the ſoul, 
contiols ail natural prenciÞ/es, influenced with the 
powcr of the command and will of God. Bur yet 
this evil hath, througi the c{hcacy of tin, received 
a tearful aggravation. Mc1 have not only j{zin, but 
cruelly ſacrificed their children to tatisfe their Jults. 
The Apojtle reckons 141latry, and to conſequently 
all ceperſtition, among the works ot the fleth, Gal, 
5. 20. that is, thefiwut and produtt of indw-lling- 
{n. Now from hence it 15 that men have offered 


| that horrid and uniprakable violence to the Law 


> 3F | oft 
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of Nature mentioned. So the Plalmiſt tells us, 
P/al. 106, 37, 38. The fame 1s again mentioned, 
Pſal. 7. 31. and in fundry other places. The whole 


mannez of that abomination I have <elſ(e-where|} 


declared. For the preſent it may ſuffice to inti- 
mate, that they took their children and burnt them 


to aſhes 19 a ſoft fire, the wicked Priefts that a{-| 


fitted mn the facrifice affording them this reliet, t hat 
they made a noiſe and clamour, that the vile 
wretches mighe not hear the woful moans and 
cries of the poor dying tormented infants, 1 ſuppoſe 


in this cafe we need no farther evidence. Naturalijts | 


can give no rational account, they can only ad- 
mire the ſecret force of that little Fiſh, which, 
they ſay, will flop a ſhip in full fail wm the midfi 
of the ſea. And we mult acknowledge, that it is 


beyond our power to give an account of that ſe-| 


cret force, and unſearchable deceit that is in this 
inbred Traitor, Sin, that cannot only ſtop the 
courle of nature, when all the ſails of it that carry 


itforward are fo tilled, as they ate in that of afte-| 


ions to children but alſo drive it hackward with 
fuch a violence and force, as to cauſe men ſo to 


deal with their own children, as a good man would| 


not be hired with any reward to deal with his 
dog. And 1t may not beto the diſadvantage of the 
beft, to know and conlider, that they carry that 


about them, in them, which in others hath pro-[| 


duced tiiele effects. 
The like may be ſpoken of all other fins againſt 
the prime diffates of the Law of Nature, that 


mankind is or hath been ſtained and defamed | 
withall. Marder of Parents and Children, of Waves | 


and 


—— 
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and Husbands. Sodomy, Jncet, and the hike enor- 
mitics3 inall which, tin prevails in mz-n againft 
the whole Law of their Being and dcpendance upon 
God. : 

What ſhould I reckon up the murders of Cairn 
and Abel, the treaſon of 7F#4.15, wich tucir aggra- 
vations3 or remind the filth aud v:}iany oft Nero, 
in whom tin ſ{ecmed to delign an inttance of what 
it could debaſe the nature of man unto :; In a word, 
all the {tudied, premeditated perjurics 3 all the de- 
ligned, bloody revenges ; allthe filth and unclean- 
neſs; all the enmity to God and his ways that 1s 
in the world, 15 fruit growing trom this root 
alone. | | 

Secondly, It evidences. its ethcacy in keeping 


men off from believing under the diſpenſation of 


the Goſpel. This evidence mult be a little farther 
clcared. 

Furſt, Under the diffrenfation of the Goipel, 
there are but few tht do believe. So the Preachers 
of it complam, Tz. 53.1. Why hath believed cur 
report © which the Apolltle interprets of the par- 
city of Bclievers. Fob. 12-38, our Saviour Chritt 
himſelf tells us, that many are caled;, the Word is 
preached unto many, but few are choſen, And {o 
the Church comp'ains of 1ts number, Mic. 6. x. 
Few there be who enter the narrow gate, daily ex- 
pzrience confirms this woial obſervation. How 
many Villages, Pariſhes, yea, Towns may we go 
unto, where the Goſpcl, it may be, hath been 
preached many years, and perhaps icarce meet a 
true Believer in them, and one who ſhews torth the 
death of Chrilt in his converſation. In the beſt 
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places, and moſt cminent for profeſſion, are not 
tuch perſons like the berries after the ſhaking of an 
Olive-tree, two or three in the top of the upmoſt 
boughs, and four or five in the higheſt branches ? 

Secondly, There 1s propoſed to men in the 
preaching of the Goſpcl, as motives unto believing, 
every thing mm conjunct.on, that ſevera!!y prevall 
with men to do what ever <iſe they do 1n their 
Iives. What ever any one doth with conlidcration, 
be doth it either becauſe it's reaſonable and good for 
him fo to do, or profttavie and advantagious, Or plea- 
fant, or laſtly, neceſſry tor the avoidance ot cvil; 
whatcver, I fay, men do with conſideration, whe- 
ther it bc good or evil; whether it be in the works 
of this lifc, or in things that lead to another; they 
do it from one or other of the reaſons or motives 
mentioned. And, God knows, oft- times they are 
very por and mean 1n their kind, that men are 
prevailed upon by. How often will men for a 
very little pleaſure, a very little profit, be induced to 
do that which . ſhall imbitter their lives, and 
damn their fouls. And what induſtry will they 
ſe to avoid that which they apprehend evil or 
grievous to them, And any one of thele 15 enough 
ro ou the wheels of mcns utmolt endeavours, and 
let men at work to the purpofe. 

But now all theſe things centre in the propo- 
{a] of the Goſpel, and the command of Believing 3 
and every one of them i= a kind, that the whole 
world can propoſe nothing like unto it. 

It 15 the moſt reaſonable thing that can be pro- 
poſcd to the underſtanding of a man; that he 
who through his own default hath loſt that " 


waht gn. Ja oa 


zn Perſons Unregenerate. 273 
of bringing glory to God, and ſaving his own ſoul, 


(for which ends he was made )) that he was 
firſt placed in, ſhould accept of, and cmibrace, 
that other, blefſed, eafie, fate, excellent way, for 
the attaining of the ends mentioned, which God 
in infinite Grace, Love, Mercy, Wiſdom, and 
Righteouſneſs hath tound out, and doth propoſe 
unto him. And, 

Secondly, It is the profitzbleſt thing that a man 
can poſſibly be invited unto z it there b- any profrr, 


or beacht, any advantage in the forg/verehy of firvs, in 
the love and favour of God, in a bl:fI:d immorta- 
lity, in eternal glory. And, 

Thirdly, It is moti pleaſant allo; furcly it 1s a 
pleaſant thing to be brought out ot darkneſs intro 
light, out of a dungeon unto a Throne; from 
captivity and ſlavery to Sathan and curicd lults, to 
the glorious liberty of the children of God, with 3 
thouſand heavenly ſrweerneſſes not now to be men- 
tioned. And, 

Foarthly, It is farely necſſzry, and that not only 
from the command of God, who hath the Supreme 
Authority over us, but alfo indrpenhibiy {o tor 
the avoidance of eterna/ ruins of body and ioul, 
Matth. 16.16. It is conſtantly propoſed under 
theſe terms, -b:lieve, or you periſh under the 
weight of the wrath of the great God, 2nd that for 
CVErimore. 

But now notwithſtanding that .all theſe con- 
fiderations are preached unto men, and prefſed upon 
them in the Name of the great God, trom day to 
day, from. one year to another, yet, as was be-- 


fore obſerved, very few there are who ſet their 
S 4 hearts 
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hearts unto them, fo as to embrace that which 
they lead untv. Tell men ten thcuſand times, that 


this is Wiſdom,yca, Richcs, that all their profit hes | 


in it, that thcy will affuredly and cternally periſh, 
and that it may be within a few hours. if they 
receive not the GBolpel, afſure them that 1t 15 their 
only intereſt and concernment, let them know that 
God himſclt ſpeaks all this unto them 3 yct all 1s 
one, they regard it not, ſet not their hearts unto 


it, but, as it were, plainly ſay, Je ri!l have no- | 


thing to do with theſe things , they will rather perith 
im their luſts than accept of mercy. 

Thirdly, It is Indweling-fin that both diſenableth 
men unto, and hinders them from bclic cving, and 
that alone, Blindnifiot mind, ftubbornneſs of the 
will, ſenſuality of the attections, all concur to 
keep poor pcrithing fouls at a diſtance from Chiatt. 
Men are made blind by tin, and cannot fee his Ex- 
cellencies, ob{t:nate and will not lay hold of his 
Righteouſnels, rf-!ff and take no notice of their 
own ctcrnal concernments 

Now certainly that which can prevail with 
men wiſe and fober, and prudent in other things, 
to neglect and duipiſe the love of God, the blood 
of Chrilt, the etcrnal weltare of their own ſouls, 
upon weak and worthlcfs pretences, muli be. ac- 
knowledged to have au aftonithable torce and 
efhcacy accompanying it. 

Whole heart, who hath once heard be Way's 
of God, can but blecd to ſee poor ſouls eternally 
periſhing under a thouſand gracious invitatimns, to 
accept of mercy and pardon N the blood of 
Chrilt ? And can we but beattomithed at the.power 
; : of 
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of that Principle from whence it is, that they 
xun he2dlong to their own deftruftion ? And yet 
all this betalls them from the power and deceit 
of ſir: that dwelleth in them. 

3. It is evident in their total Apoſtaſtes, Many 
Men not really converted, are much wrought up- 
on by the Word. The Apoſlle tells us, that they 
do clean eſcape them that live in Errour, 2 Pet. 2, 18. 
They,ſcparate themſelves from Idolatry and falſe 
Worſhip, owning, and protefling the Truth; and 
they alſo eſcape the poliutions of the world, ver. 20. 
that 15, the corraption that is in the world through 
luſt, as he expreſleth it, Chap. 1. verf. 4. thoſe 
filthy corrupt and unclean wayes, which the Men 
of the World, in the purſuit of their lutts, do 
| walk and live in theſe they eſcape trom, 1n the 
amendment of their lives, and ordering of their 
Converſation according to the Convidions wich 
| they have from the Word. For fo he tells us, 
that all this is brought about, through the know- 
ledge of the Lord and $Savicur Jeſus Corift , that 15, 
by the preaching of the Goſpel; they are fo far 
\ Wrought upon, as to forſake all wayes of falle 
Worfhip, to profeſs the truth, to reform their lives, 
and to walk anſwerable to the Convictions that 
are upon them. 

By this Means do they gain the reputation of 
Proteflors, They have a N me to live, Revel. 3. 1. 
and are made partakers of foie, or all of thoſe 
| pravitedges of the Goſpesl, that ere numbred by the 
Apolile z Heb. 6. 4, 5. 

It is not my preſent bufineſs to ſhew how far, 
or wherein a Man may be efequ.i,y wrought ny 
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by the Word, and yet not be really wrought over 
to cloſe with Chriſt; or what may be the ut- 
moſt bounds and limits of a common work of Grace 
upon unregenerate Men ; It 1s on all hands con- 
felled, that it may be carryed on (ſo farr, that it 
15 very difficult to diſcern between 1ts effets and 


productions, and thoſe of that Grace which is ſpe- | 


cial and faving. 
But now ! notwithſtanding all this, we ſce 


many of theſe daily fall off from Gd, utterly and: 


wickedly 3 ſome into debaxchery and unclcanneſs, 
ſome to worldlineſs and cevetouſneſs, ſome to be 
Perſecutors of the Saints, all to the perdition of 
their own ſouls. How this comes about, the 
Apoſtle declares in that place mentioned ; they 
are, ſaith he, entangled again 3 to entice and entangle 
as I have ſhewed before from Fames 1. 14, 15. is 
the proper work of In-dwelling Sin; it is that 
alone which entangles the Soul; as the Apotlile 
ſpeaks, wverſ. 18. They are allured from their whole 
Profeſſim,, to curſed Apoſtalic through the luſts 
of the fleſh. 

It prevails upon them through its deceit and 
power to an utter relinquiſhment of their Profeſſion; 
and their whole engagement unto God : And this 
ſeveral wayes evinces the greatneſs of its firength 
and efhcacy : 

1. In that it giveth ſtop or controll unto that 
exceeding greatneſs of power which 1s put forth in 
the Word, im their Convidion and Reformation. 
We {ue 1t by experience, that Men are nor eafily 
wrought upon by the Word ; the moſt of Men can 
live under the diſpenſation of it all the dayes of 
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their lives, and continue as fenſleſs and ſtupid as 
the ſeats they fit upon , or the flint in the rock 
of ſtone. Mighty difficulties, and prejudices muſt 
be conquered, great ſ/troaaks mult be given to the 
Conſcience before this can be brought about. It 
is as the ſtopping of a Rzver in his courſe, and 
turning his lireams another way 3 the hindering; 
of a ſtone in his falling downwards, or the turn; 
mg away of the wild Aſs, when turiouſly fect to 


| purſue his way, as the Prophet ſpeaks, er. 2. 24. 


to turn Men trom their corrupt wayecs, ins and 
pleaſures, to make them pray, fa/f, hear, and doe 
many things contrary to the PrincipJe ot fleth, 
which 15 ſecretly predominant m them, willingly 
and gladly; to cauſe them to profeſs Chrijt and 
the Goſpel, it may be under ſome trialls and re- 
proaches, to give them Light to (ce into ſundry 
mylteries , and gifts for the diſcharge of ſundry 
durics 3 to make dead, blind, fenfle(s Men, to walk, 
and talk , and do all the outward offices and du- 
tyes of living and healthy Men, with the like 
attendencies of Conviction and Reformation, are 
the effects and producs of mighty power and 
{irength, Indecd the power that the Holy Gholi 
puts torth by the Ward , in the ſtaggering and 


conviz;on of linners, in the wakening of their Con- 
| ſciences, the enlightening of their mindes , the 
\ changing of their affections, the awing of their 


hearts, the reforming of their hives, and compelling 
them to dutyes, 1s unexpreflible. 

But now, unto all theſe is there chec% and con- 
troll given by In-dwelling Sin. It prevails againſt. 
this whole work of the Spirit by the Word, with 

all 
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all the advantages of Providential Diſpenſations, | 
in Aﬀflictions, and Mercycs, wherewith it 1s at- | 


tended. When Sin 1s once enraged, all theſe 


things become but like the withs and cords where: | 


with Samvj'm was bound before his head was 
ſhaven: Cry bur to it, the Philiſtines are upon 
thee , here 1s a ſubtle, a ſuitable temptation , now 
ſhew thy tircngth and ethicacy, all theſe things 
become lik: owe that have ſmelt the Fire, Con- 


ſcience 18 itifled, Reputation in the Church of God | 


deſpiſed , Light tupplanted, the zmpreſſions of the 
Word cali oft, convidions digelted, Heaven and 
Hell are defpitcd 5 Sim makes its way through all, 
and utterly turns tne Soul trom the good and 
right wayes of God. Sometimes it doth this 
ſubtilly by zmpercept:ble degrees, taking Off all force 
of former 1mpr<f{ions from the Spirit by the 
Word, ſuliying Conſcience by degrees, hardning 
the Heart, and making fenſual the Aﬀections by 
various workings, that the poor backſlider ix h:art 
ſcarce knowes what he 1s doing , untill he be 
come to the very bottom of all impicty, profane- 
neſs, and enmity againſt God. Sometimes falling 
in conjunction with fore vigorous temptation, 1t 
ſuddenly ,-and at once plunges the Soul into a 
courſe of al.enation trom God, and the protefſion 
; fhis wayes. 

2, It takes them off from thoſe hopes of Heaven, 
which upon their Convictions, Obedience, and 
Femporary Faith or believing, they had attained. 


There 1s a peneral hove of Heaven, or at lcalt of | 


the c{ciping of Hell, of an zntroableſom immorta- 
by m the moit fottiſh and ſtupid Souls in tne 
World, 
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| World , who eithcr by tradition or inftruction 
' from the Word, are pertwaded that there is ano- 


ther ſtate of things to come after this life but it 


' 1s 1n emconvinced, unenli2hitened Perſons, a dull, 


ſenſcle(s, unaffecting thing, that hath no other 
hold upon them, nor power in them, but only to 
keep them free from the trouble ani perplexity 
of contrary thoughts and apprehentions. The 
matter 1s otherwiſe with them who by the 
Word are fo wrought upon as we have before 
declared z their hope .of Heaven and a bleffſed Im- 
mortality 1s oft-timcs accompanyed with great 
jozes , and exultations, and is a relief unto them, 


\ under and againſt the worſt of their fears and 


trials; It is ſuch, as they would not part withall 
for all the World 3 and upon all occations they 
retreat in their minds unto it, for comfort and 
relick. 

Now all this by the Power of Sin are they 
prevailed withall to forego. Lei Heaven go uf 
It will, a blefſed Immortality wich the enjoyment 
of God himſclt, Sin mult be ſerved, and provition 
made to fulfill the luſts thereot. 

If a Man, in the thinys of this World, had 
ſuch a hope of a large Inheritance, of a King- 
dom, as whercin he 1s fatisfied that it w:1l not 
fail him, but that in the ſue he ſhall ſurely enjoy 
It, and lead an happy and a glorious lite in the 
pollflion of it many dayes if one thould go to 
him and tell him, It 1s true, the Kingdozz vou 
look for 15 an ample and honourable Dom:n. on, 
full of all good things defireable , and you may 
attain 1t 3 but come, caſt away all hopes and ex- 
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peRations of it, and come joyn with Me in the 
ſervice and ſlavery of fuch or ſuch an opprelling 
Tyrant. You will catily grant z he rmuſi have 


ſome firange bewitching power with him , that 


ſhould prevail with a Man in his wits to tollow 
his advice. 

Yet thus it is, and much more ſo in the caſe 
we have in hand. Sin it felt cannot deny, but 
that the Kingdom of Heaven which the Soul 1s in 
hope and expc&ation of, is glorious and ecxcel- 


lent, nor doth it go about to convince him, that Þ 


his thoughts of 1t are vain, and ſuch as will de- 
ceive lim , but plainly prevails with him to 
calt away his hopes, to delpile his Kingdom 
that he was im expeRation of, and that upon 
no other motive but that he may ſerve ſome 
worldly, cruel, or filthy and fenfual luft ; Cer- 
cainly here Ilycs a ſecret cthcacy , whoſe depths 
cannot be tathomed. 

3. The Apotile manifclis the power of the 
'ntanglements of fin 1h and upon Apoſtates, mn 
::\. £15 turns them off from the way of righteoufneſs 
after they have known it, 2 Pet. 2. 21. Ic will be 
found at the lafi day an evi! thing and a bitter, 
that Men live all their days 1n the (ervice of fin, 
{-1f, and the World, refuting to make any trial 
oft the wayes of God whereunto they are mvited; 
though they have no experience of their excel- 
lency , beauty, pleaſantneſs, ſafety, yet having 
evidence brought unto them from God h:mfelt, 
that. they are ſo, the refuſal of them will, 1 ſay, 
be bitterneſs in the latrer end. But their con- 
dition is yet far worſe, who as the Apoſile ſpeaks, 
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having known the way of righteouſneſs, are by the 
| power of In-drelling Sin turned atide from the 
holy Commandment. To leave God for the 


| Devil, after a Man hath made ſome triall of him 
and his ſervice; Heaven for Hell; after a Man 


hath had ſome cheering, refreſhing thoughts of 
it, the fellowſhip of the Saints, for an Ale-houſe 
or a Brothel-houſe , atter a Man hath been ad- 
mitted unto their Communion, and taſfticd of the 
pleaſantnels of it, to leave walking in pure, clear, 


 tirxezght paths, to wallow in mire, draughts and 


filth, this will be for a lamentation 3 Yet this 
doth fin prevail upon Apoſtates unto 3 and that 
3gainft all their Light, Conviction, Experiences, 
Proteflions , Engagements, or whatever may be 
jirong upon them to keep them up tv the known 
wayecs of Rightcoulnels. 

4. It evinces its firength m them by pre- 
vailing with rh-m unto a total renunciation of 
Ged as revealed in Chrifi, and the Power of all 
Goſpel-Truth , in the Sin againit 1he Holy-Ghofſt. 
I do not now preciſcly determine what 15 the 
Sin againſt the H'ly Ghoſt ; nor wherem it doth 
conlitt. There are different apprehentions of it 3 


all agree in this that by it an cnd 15 put to alt 


dealings between God and Man in a way of Grace. 
Itisa fin unto death, And this doth the hardnefs 
and blindneſs of many Mens hcarts bring them 
to; they are by them at length ſer out of the 
reach ot Mercy. They chuſe to have no more to cave 
with God , and God fwears that they ſhall never 
enter into his Relt. So Sm brings forth death. 
A Man by t, 15 bavught to renounce the End for 

which 
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which he was made; wilfzlly to reject the Means 
of his coming to the enjoyment of God, to pro- 
voke him to his face; and fo to periſh in his 
Rebcllion, 

I have not mentioned theſe things 3 as though 
I hoped by them to {et out to the ju! the pown 
of Indwelling-ſin in unregenerate Men , only by a 
few Inſtances I thought to give a glimpſe ot 1t, 
He that would have a fuller view of it, had need 
only to oper his eyes, to take a little view of that 
wickedneſs which raigneth, yea rageth all the 
World over. Lect him conftder the prevailing 
flood of the things mentioned by Paul! to be the 
fraits of the fleſh, Gal. 5. 19, 20, 21. that 1s, among 
the Sons of Men, in all places, Nations, Cities, 
Towns, Pariſhes; and then let him add there- 
unto but this one conſideration, that the World, 
which 3s fall of the fteam , filth, and blood of 
theſe abominations, as to their outward ating 
of them, is a Pleaſant Garden, a Paradiſi, com- 
pared to the heart of Man, whercin they are all 
conceived, and hourly millions of more vile abo- 
minations, which being fiifled in the womb, by 
ſome of the wayes before infilted on, they are 
never able to bring forth to light, Let a Man 
I ſay uting the Law tor his Light and Rule, take 
this courſe, and it he have any ſpiritual diſcern- 
ing , he may quickly attain ſatisfaction in this 
matter. 

And I ſhewed in the entrance of this diſcourſe, 
how this confideraticn doth fully ccnirm the 
Truth propoſed. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVIL 


The ſtrength of Sin Evidenced from its Re- 
fiſtance unto the power of the Law. 


HE mcaſure of the (irength of any Perſon, 

or defenced City, may be wcll taken from the 
oppoſition that they are able to withſtand, and not 
Le prevailed againlt. It we hear of a City that 
hath endured a Jong fiege from a potent Enemy, 
and yet is not taken or conquered, whoſe walls 
have endured great batteries, and are not de- 
moliſhed, though we have never ſcen the place, 
yet we conclude it ſtrong, if not umpregnable. * 

And this Conſideration will alſo evidence the 
power and firergth of Indwelling-ſin , it 15 able to 
hold out , and not only to live, but ali'o to fe- 
cure 1ts reign and dominion againſt very ſtrong 
oppoſition that 15 made unto it. 

I ſhall inſtance only in the oppoſition that is made 
unto it, by the Law, which 1s oft-timc3 great and 
terrible, alwayes fruitleſs, all its aſſaults are born 
by it, and it 15 not prevailed againlt. Thcre are 
fundry things wherein the Law oppoſeth it {cir to 
lin, and the power of it. As, 

Firſt, It diſcovers it; fin in the Soul 15 like a fe- 
crct hedical diftemper in the body; its being un- 
known and unperceived, 1s one great means of its 
prevalency, Or as Traytors in a Crvil Stare , 
whileſt they lye hid, they vigorouſly carry on their 
delign. The greateſt part of Men in the World, 
know nothing of this ſickneſs, yea death of their 
Souls. Though they have been taught c— 
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of the doGrine of it, yet they know nothing of its 
power. They know it not fo, as to deal with it 
3s their mortal Enemy. As a Man, whatever he be 
told, cannot be ſaid to know, that he hath an 
hedical Feaver, it he love his life, and ſet not him- 
felt to (top its progre{s. 

This then tne Law doth,%it diſcovers this enemy , 
it convinceth the foul that there 1s ſuch a traitor 
harbouring m his boſome, Kom. 7.7. I had not 
known ſin but by the Liw, fir I bad not known luſt, 
except the Law had ſaid, Thou ſhalt nt covet. T had 
not known it, that 1s, fully, clearly, diltinly. 
Conſcience will fomewhat tumultuate about it; 
| but a man cannot know it clearly and diſtinQly 
from thence. It gives a man ſuch a light of it, as 
the blind man had in the Goſpel upon the firſt 
rouch of hiseyes, He ſaw men like tr:es walking, 
obſcurely, confuſedly; but when the Law comes, 
that gives the foul 2 diftind fight of this indwelling- 
fin. Again, [had not known it, that 1s, the deptbs 
of it, the root, the habitual inclination of my na- 
ture to fin, which 1s here called /xft 3 as it 15 by 
f ames, chap. 1. 14. I had not known 1t, or not 
known It to be tin, but by the Law. 

This then the Law doth, it draws out this 


Traitor trom its {ecret Jurking places, the intimate 


rec: iis of the foul. A man whe: the Law comes 
iS nG more ignorant of his enemy 3 if he will now 
periſh by him, it is openly and knowingly; he can- 
not bat ſay that the Law warned him of him, diſ- 
covered him unto him, yea, and raiſed a concourſe 
ayout him 11 the foil of various affections, as an 
Oficer doth, that diſcovers a Thief or Kobber, calling 
out for afſittance to apprehend him. i= 
| Secondly, 
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Secondly, I hc Law not only diſ:overs tin, but 
diſcovers it to bz a very had immate, dangcrous, 


&.. 3 peznicious to the foul. Rim 7.13. Ws then 


that which is £90d { that 1s, the Law ) mad death 
unto me £ God forbid. Bur fin, that i gee pw 


| lin, WOrkt: 0 ae ath 17; me by th. t which 14 Fi vol, 


fin Þ 5 the c \mmand- nent might becore excecding infal, 
There are many things in this ve rſe wherein we 
are not at pretcnt concerned ; that winch IT only 
aim at, 1s, the manifeſtation of fin by the Law z 1: 
appears to be fin, and the manifeſtation of it in 1ts 
own colours; 1t appears to be excredinos fnful, 
The Law gives the foul ” know the. filth and 


guilt of this Indweliing-ſm, row great mey are, 


how vile it 153 -Wiat an abumination, what an 
enmity to God, how hated of him; the foul 
thall never more look upon 1it as a ſmail matter, 
what thoughts foever it had otit before, whereby 
it 15 greatly ſurprized. 

As a men that fhnds himfſclt ſomowhat diftem- 
pered, ſending tor a Phyſician of 5kill, when he 
comes, requires his judgement of his diftemper. 
He conlidering his condition, te!ls him, Atas, 1 
am ſorry for you, the catc 15 far otherwife with 
you than you imagine, your Aiſerſe is mortal, and 
thath proccedcd iv tar prefiing upon your ſpirits, 
and nf.cting the whole maſf RW blood, thar l 
doubt unleis moti cftectual remed:es be ufc d, YOu 
will ive but a very tew hots, 

So is 18 in this cafe, a man may have ſore troy- 
be in his mind and contcience about T:4weling- 
ſm; he tinds all not w<ll, as it ſhould be with him, 
more trom the eff: s ct tin,and its cont: nna} erupti- 
ons, than the nature of :t, which hc hopes to wreltle 
3 3 With- 
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withall : but now when the Law comes, that lets 


the ſoul know, that its diſcaſc 15 deadly and moytal, | 
that it is exceeding fintul, as being the root and| 
cauſe of all his alienation from God; and thus} 


alſo the Law proceeds againſt it. 
Thirdly, The Law judgeth the perſon, or lets the 


finner plainly know what he is to expe& upon the | 


account of this fin, This is the Laws proper 
work, its diſcoverimg, property 1s but preparative 
toits judging. The Law is it ſelf, when 1t is in 
the Throne, Here 1t minceth not the matter with 
finners, as we uſe to do one with another, but 
tel!s hina plainly, Thou art the man, in whom 
this exceeding finful fin doth dwell, and you 
muſt anſwer for the guilt of it. And this, me- 
thinks, if any thing, ſhould rouze #p a man to (et 
himſelf in oppoſition to it, yea, utterly to deſtroy 
it. The Law lets him know that upon the ac- 
count of this fin, he is obnoxious to the curſe 
and wrath of the great God againſt him ; yea, 
pronounceth the ſentence of everlaſting condermna- 
tion upon him upon that account : abide in this 
ſtate and periſh, is its language. It leaves not che 
ſoul without this warning in this world, and wil 
leave it without excuſe on that account in the 
world to come. 

Fourthly, The Law fo follows on its fentence, 
that it diſquiets and afrights the ſoul, and ſuffer 
it not to enjoy the leaft reſt or quietnels in har- 
bouring its ſinful inmate. When ever the ſoul hath 
indulged to its commands, made proviſion for it, 
immediately the Law flies upon it, with tie wrath 
and terrour of the Lord, makes it quake and trem- 
ble ; It ſhall have no reſt,but is like a poox bealt = 
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hath a deadly arrow Ric'ing 1n its ſides, that makes 
it relilet5 where ever it :15,angd whatever it doth. 


Fitthly, The Law ftays not here, but alſo it 


' flays the foul, Hom. 7. 3. thatis, by its conviction 


otthe n2tarc, power, and deſert of this indweliing- 
(in, it depiives him in whom it 65 ofall chat life of 


| ſelf-right:1uſneſt and hope, which. tormerly he ſu- 


ſtained himfe|f withall : Ir l-aves him as a poor, 
dead, helple(s, hopeleſs creature. And all this in 
the purſuit of that oppolitton that it inakes againfi 
this fin. May we not now expc, that the power 
of it will be guelled, and its {trength broken that 
it will die away betore theſe ſtrokes of the Law ot, 
God; but the truth is, ſuch is its power and 
ſtrength, that it is quite otherwiſe ; 1:ke him whom 
the Pozts teign to be born of the Earth, when one 
thought to ſlay him by caſting him on the 
ground, by every fall he recovered new firength, 
and was more vigorous than formerly : So is it 
with all the falls and repulſcs that are given to 
Indweling-ſm by the Law. For, | 
Fir(t, It is not conquered. A conqueſt infers two 
things in reſpe& of the conquered : Firſt, Liſi of 
Dominion; and, ſecondly, bf of ſtrength. Where 
ever any one 15 conquered, he is diſpoiled of both 
theſe. He loſeth both his authority and his power. 
So the lirong man armed, being prevailed againſt, 
he is bound, and his goods are ſpoiled. But now 
neither of theſe befalls Indwelling-fin by the al- 
faults of the Law; it loſeth not one jot of its 
dominion nor ſtrength by all the blows that are g= 
ven unto it. The Law carnotdo this thing, Rom. 
8. 3. itcannot deprive fin of its power and do- 
minion; fox he that is under the Law is alſo under 
T 2 fn; 
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fin, that is, what cver power the Law gets upon | 


the conſcience of a man, fo that hs fear io in. lt 


the ſentence and cure of it thauid bet! him, yet | 


fin (till reigns and rules mn his heart, Tizerciore tarcth 


the Apolile, hom, 6. I 4. S117 hall nyt hawe dominion | 


over yi, for you are not under the Law tut under 
Grace; mtinaiing plainly that though a Pcrfon be 


18 ncv-r fo much fubjceton to the Authority of 


the Law, yu tat will not exempt and acquit him 
fiom the domintn of fa Yea, the Law by all its 
work upon the Soul, mttcad of trecing and ac- 
quitting 1t from tne rezgn of tin, and bondage un- 
tit, doth accidentally greatly increafe its miſery 
*and bondage 3 As the ſentence of the Judge on 
the Bench againlt a Maletactor adds to his miſery, 
The Soul is under the dominion of ſin, and it may 
be, abides in 1ts wofull condition in much ſecu- 
tity fearing neither Sin nor Judgement. The 
Law ſctting upon him in this condition by all 
the waycs torementioned, brings him into great 
trouble and perplexity, fear and terrour, but de- 
livers bim not at ail. So that it 15 with the Soul, as 
it was with the Iſraelites when Moſes had delive- 
red his M.flage unto Pharach, they were fo tar 
from getting liberty by it, that their bondage was 
increalcd , and they found that they were in a very 
eral caſe, Exod. 5. 17. yea and we (hall ſce, that 
tin doth hike Phd ; finding its rule dilturbed, 
it grows more oxtraginuſly oppreſive, and doublcs 
the bondage of their Souls. Thus 1s not then the 
work of the Law to deftroy fin, or deprive it of. 
that dominion which it hath by nature. 
Nor doth it by all thefe ſiroaks of the Law loſe 
any thing of its ſtrengeh. It continues both its 
_ authority 
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authority and its force; It is neither deſtroyed, 
nor weak-:cd. Yea. 

Secondly, I: 1510 tar from being conquered, that 
it 1s oily exyaged, The whole work of the Law, 
doth oily provoke and enrage fin , and cauſe 1t as it 
hath op portunity,to put out ts ſtrength with more 

ower and vigour aud force than formerly. This 
the Apoltile ſhews at large, Rom.7.9,10.11,12,13. 

But you will ſay, Do we not ſce it by EXPerts 
ence that many are wrought pon by the proche 
ing of the Law to a relinquithment of many 1:ns, 
and amcndmeut of rheir Lives, and to. a gicat con- 
tending againſi the Erupcions of thole other cor- 
ruptions which they cannot yet mortrhe + and it 
catinot be denyed, but that great 15 the power and 
efficacy of the Law z when preached and applyed to 
the Conſcience in a due manner : I an(wcr, 

Firſt, It is acknowledged, that very great and 
cficctual is the power of the Law of God. Great 
are the cttc&s that are wrought by it 3 and it ſhall 
furcly accomplith every 24 tor which of God it 
is appointed. But yet the ſubdzing of fin, is none of 
its work z 1t 18 not defipned of God unto that par- 


. poſe; and therctore 1t 15 no diſhoaour, 1t ir cannot 


do that which is not its proper work, Kom. 8. 3, 
Secondly, Whatever cftects it have upon ſome, 
yet we (ce that ia the myſt, tuch 1s the power and 
preval-ncy of tin, that it takes no 1moreflion at 
all upon them. May you not {ce every where 
men living many ycars in Congregations wncre 
the Law x powerfully preached, and applycd unto 
the Conſciences as to all the ends and purpoſes 
for which the Lord is pleaſed to make ute of it, 


and not once be moved by it 3 that receive no more 
T 4 Impreſſion 
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impreſlion from the {troaks of it, than blows with 
a ſtraw would give to an Adzmant. They are 
neither conviuced by it, nor terrifzed, nox awed, nor 
z#ſtrufed, but continue deaf, ignorant, ſcnilefs, ſe- 
cure, as if they had never been told of the guilt of 
{in, or terrour of the Lord, Such as theſe are Con- 
gregations full of, who proclaim the trinmphing pow- 
er of fn, over the diſpenſation of the Law. 
Thirdly, When any of the Effects mentioned are 


wrought, itis not from the power of the Letter of 


the Law,but from the actual cthcacy ot the Spirit of 
God,putting torth his vertue & power for that end 
and purpoſe; And we deny not but that the Spirit 
of the Lord is able to refirain and quell the power of 
Iuſt when he pleateth 3 and ſome wayes whereby he 
is pleaſed fo to do we have formerly conlidered.Burt, 
Fourthly, Notwithſtanding all that may be ob- 
ſerved of the Power of the Law upon the Souls of 
Men, yet it is molt evident that Luſt is not conquered, 
not ſubdued, nor mortified by it, For, 
Firſt, Though the courſe ot lin may be repelled for 
a ſeaſon by the diſpeuſation of the Law, yet the 
Spring and Fountain of 1t, 15 not drycd up thereby. 
Though it withdraws and hides it (<lf for a feafon, 
tt is as I have elſewhere thewed, but to frift out of 
a ſtorm, and rhen to return again. As a Travailer, in 
his way meeting with a violent ſtorm of thunder 
and rain,immedaiately turns out of his way, to ſome 
Houſe or Trce for his ſhelter ; but yet this cauſeth 
him not to gzve over his Fourncy, {oO ſoon as the 
ſtorm 15 over, he returns co his way and progrets 
again. So 15 it with Men in bordage unto fin ; They 
are in a courſe of puriuing their lulis ; the Law 
meets with them in a {ioumn of thunder and light- 
ning 
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ning from Heaven, terrines and hinders them in | 


their way 3 this turns them ior a ſeaſon out of t heir 


coarſe; they will run to prayer or amendment of 


| life, for ſore ſhelter from tae tiorm of wrath which 
is feared coming upon their Corlciences.But is their 
courſe ſtopped,are their Principles altered? not at all 
ſo ſoon as the ftorm 1s over,tinat they begin to wear 
out that tenſc and the terrour that was upon them, 
they return to their former courle, in the ſervice of 
ſin again. This was the {tate with Pharauh once 
and again. 

Secondly, Tn (auch (cafons fin 15 not comgrered but 
diverted, When it ſeems to fall under the power 
of the Law, indecd it 1s only tzrncd into a new 
channell, it is not drycd up. It you go and let a 
damm againſt the ſircams ofa River, that you ſutfer 
no water to pals in the old courte and chan: acl, bat 
it breaks out another way, and turns all its irzains 
in a new courſe, you will not fay you have aryed up 
that River, though ſome that come and look into 
the old chann#l may think perhaps that the waters 
are utterly gone; fo15 1t 1n this calc 3 tie itreams of 
fin it may be run in open ſe[z24/:ty, and profanenels, 
in drunkenneſs and vitioufnefs ; the preaching of the 
Law ſets a damm againſt thele courſes; Conicience 
15 terrified , and the Man dares not walk in the 
waycs wherein he hath been formerly ingaged 3 
His Companions 1n fin not finding him in his «/4 
wayes begin to laugh at him, as one that 1s converted 
and growing precifez Protcffors themſelves be- 
gin to be perlwaded, that the work of God is upon 
his heart, becauſe they ſee his old fireams dryed up 
but if there have been only a work of the Law upon 
him, there 15 a darmm put to his courſe, but the 
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Spring of fin is not dryed up, only the fireams of it 
are turned another way : It may be the Man is 


fallen upon other more ſecret, or more ſpiritual tins ; | 


or if he be beat from them alſo, the whole ſirength 
of luſt and fin will take up its refidence 1 felt 
righteouſneſs,and pour out thereby as filthy ſtreams 
as in any other way whatever. So that notwith- 
ſtanding the whole work of the Law upon the Souls of 
Men, Indw(lling-fn will keep alive in them {ill 
which 1s another evidence of its great power and 
(trength. 

I ſhall yet touch upon ſome other evidences of 
the ſame truth, that I have under conſideration 3 but 
I ſhall be brief in them : In the next plage then, the 
great endeavaurs of Men ignorant of the Righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt tor the ſubduing and mortifying of fin, which 
arc all fruitleſs, do evidence the great ſirength and 

ower of it, 

Men who have no ſtrength aoainſt ſin, may yet be 
made {enhble of the ſtrength of fin. The way where- 
by tor the moſt part they come to that knowledge, 
15 by fome previous ſent: that they have of the 
guik of tin. This Men have by the Light of their 
Conlciences z they cannot avoid it : This 1s not a 
thing in their choyce z whether they will or no,they 
cannot but know {fin to beevi), and that ſuch an 
evil that renders them obnoxious to the Judge- 
ment of God. This galls the Minds and Conſcien- 
ces of ſome ſo farr,as that they are kept in awe, and 


dare not tin as they would. Bzing awed with a 


ſcnſ+ of the guilt of ſin,and the terrour of the Lord, 
Men begin to endeavour to abſtain from ſin, at leaſt 
from ſuch fins as they have been moſt terrified a- 
bout. Whileſt they have this deſign in hand, the 

ſtrength 
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fireng.ti; and power of {in begins to diſcover it ſelf 
unto thein 3 They begin to finde that there is ſome- 
thing in them, that 15not 1n their own power z for 
not withſtanding their reſolutions and purpoſes, 
they fin: ſtili, and that fo, or in ſuch a manner, as 
that their Conſciences inform them that they muſt 
therefore periſh ctcrnally, This puts them on [elf-en- 
deavomrs to ſupprets the exuption of fin, b<cauſe they 
cannot be quiet unlefs to they do 3 nor have any reſt 
or peace within. Now being 1gnorant of that only 
way whereby tin 15 to be mortified, that 15 Vy the 
Spirit of Chri(t,thcy tix on many wayes 11 their own 
ſtrength to ſupprelts it, if not to lay itz as being 1g- 
norant of that only way whereby Confciences bur- 
thened with the guilt of fin may be pacihed, that 
is by the blood of Chiits they endeavour by ma- 
ny other wayes to accowpl:th that end in vain ; for 
no Man by any ſclf-cndeavours can obtain peace 
with God. Sorne of the waycs whereby they en- 
deavour to ſupprefs the power of fia, which caſts 
them into an unquiet condition, and their inſutt- 


ciency for that end, we mult look into, 


Firjt, They will promiſe and bind themſelves by 
Lows trom thoſe fins, which they have been molt 
liable unto, and fo have becn molt perplexed with- 
all. The Pſalmiſt (hews this to be one great En- 
gine whereby talſe and hypocritical Perſons do en- 
deavour to extricate and deliver themſelves out of 
trouble and perplexity; Thcy make Promiſes to 
God; which he calls, flattering him with the lips, Pal. 
78.36. So 15 1t in this caſe; being fr. ſhly galled with 
the guilt of any fin;that by the puwer ot their temp- 
tations, they, 1t may be,have trequently been over- 
taken in, they vor and promzſe, that at lczli tor ſome 
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ſuch ſpace of time as they will limit, they will not 
commit that fin again z ana this courſe of proceed- 
ing 13 preſcribed unto them by fome who pretend 
to direct their Conſciences in this Duty. Conſcience 
of this., now makes them watch over themſelves as 
to the outward act of the fin that they are galled 
with; and ſo it hath one of theſe two ettes; for 
either they do abſtain trom it for the time they have 
prefixed or they do not ; It they do not,as ſeldom 
they do, cipecizlly it 1t be a fin that hath a peculiar 
root m their nature and conſtitution , and 15 1m- 
proved by cuſtom mto an habit, it any ſaiteble tem- 
ptation UL preſented unto them ; their fin 15 in- 
crealed. and therewith their cerrour, and they are 
' wofully difconraged in makivg any oppoſition to 
ſin 3 and theretore for the moti part after 072 or two 
vain attempts,or more it may bc, knowing no other 
way © mortifie fin, but this of vowizg againit it, 
and keeping, of that vow mm their Ow. ſtrevgth,they 
give over ell contzits, and become wholly the ſer- 
vants «ot ſin, being bounde'l only by outward con- 
fiderations , Without any ferious endeavours for a 
recovery. Or Secondly, fuppolt thar they have fſuc- 
ceſs in their Reſolutions, and doabtiain from actual 
fins their appointed ſeaſon; commonly one of theſe 
two things enſue; either they think that they have 
well dsſcharged their Duty,and fo may a little now, at 
leaſt for a fealon, indulge to their corruptions, and 
laſts, and ſo are entangled again in the ſame ſnares 
of fin as formerly 3 or elſe they reckon that their 
vow and promiſe hath preſerved them, and fo ſacrifice 
20 their own net and dragge, (:tting up a Righteoul- 
neſs of their own againſt the grace of God z which 
15 ſo far from weakning Indweling-fm,that it reng- 
thens 
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_ thensit in the root and Principle, that it may here- 
after reign 1n the Soul in ſecurity. Or at the mot, 
the beſt (uccels that can be imagined unto this way 
of dealing with lin,is but the reſtraining of ſome out- 
ward eruptions of it, which tends nothing to the 
weakring of its power; and theretore ſuch pcrfons 
by all char endeavours are very far from bcing freed 
from the inward toyling, burning, diſquicting, per- 
plexing power of fin, And this 1s the itate of moſt 
Men that are kept in bordaze under the power of 
convidion , Bell, Dcath, and the Wrath of God are 
continually preirnted unto their Conſciences ; this ' 
makes them labour with all their ftrength againſt 
that in {in which moſt enrageth their Conſciences, 
and mott increaſeth their fears; that is the afiual 
erwption of 1t tor, fox the moſt part while they arc 
freed from that, they are fafe ; though in the mean 
cime,ſinlye tumultuating m and detiling of the heart 
continually.As with ranniog foscs,0utward repelling 
medicines may skin them over,and hinder theis cor- 
ruption from coming forth but the ifſue of them is, * 
that they cauſe them to fefter inwardly , and fo 
prove, though it may be not ſo noyſome and offen- 
tive as they were before,yet tar more dangerous. So 
15 1t with this repclling of the power of corruption 
by Mens Vows, and promiſcs againſt 1t 3 external 
eruptions are it May be rettramcd for a ſeaſon; but 
the inward rt and principle is not weakned in 
the leaſt. And moit commonly this is the iſſue of 
this way, that fin having gotten more ſtrength, 
and being enraged by its rettraint , breaks all its 
bounds, and captivates the Soul unto all filthy abo- 
minations which is the Principle as was before ob- 
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{erved of moſt of the vifghle Apoſtafics which we 
have in the World, 2 Pet. 2. 19, 20. 

Tic Holy Ghoſt compares ftnncrs,becaute of the 
od1988 Herce,puiy lonous natare of this Indweling-ftn, 
unto Ly:ns, Bars and Aſps, 1ja. 11.6.7, 8,9. Now 
this 1s che excellency of Gotpel-grace, that it chan- 
ges the Nuture and inward Principlcs of thefe oiher- 
wiſe pallionate and untamed Bcattsz making the 
Woif as the Kid, the Lyonas the Lamb,and the Bear 
as the Cow, Wh.n this is cftedt:d, they may fafely 
be truficd ins a little Childe may lead them : But 
theſe ſelf-endeavonrs do not at all change the Na- 
ture, but reſtrain thcir out ward violknce ; He that 
takes a £yon, or a Wolf, and ſhuts him up trom 
ravening, whilcft yet his inward violence remains, 
may well expect that at one time or other they will 
break their bonas, and fall to ther tormer wayes 
of rapine and violence. - However, ſhutting them 
up, doth not as we fee, change their Natures, but 
only reſtrain their rage from doing open tpoyl. So 
it 15 In this caſc; it 1s Grace alone that changeth the 
/- rt, and takes away that poyſon and fiercencls 
that 15 in thcm by nature 3 Mens ſeif-endcawvonrs 
do but coerce thin as to foie outward eruptions. 
ut, | 

Secondly, Beyond bare Vows and Fromiſes with 
ſome watchfulncts to obſcrve them in a rational uie 
of ordinary means, Men have put, ani fome do yet 
put themſclves on extraordinary wayes of mortily- 
ing ſin. This is the foundation of all that hath « 
ſhew of Wiſdom and Religion 1n the Papacy 3 their 
hours of Praycr, Faſtings , their 1mmuring and 
cloyltering themſelves, their Pilgrimages, Penan- 
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ces, and ſelf-torturing Diſcipline, ſpring all from 
this root. I ſhall not ſpeak of the innumerable 
evils that have attended theſe ſcli-invented wayes 
of Mortification , and how they all of them have 
been turned into means, occaſions, and advantages 
of finning nor of te horrible bypecrifie which evi- 
dently cleaves unto the molt of thcis Obſervers ; 
nor of that ſuperſtit;on which gives life to them all, 
being a thing riveted in the natures of ſome, and 
their conſtitutions, fixed on others by inveterate 
prejudicesz and the ſame by others taken up for 
ſecular advantages; but I will ſuppoſe the belt 
that can be made of it, and it will be found to be 
a ſelf-invented deſign oi Men ignorant of the Righte- 
ouineſs of God, to give a check to this power of 
Indwelling-ſin whereof we ſpeak. And it's almott 
incredible, what tearfull ſe/f-macerations, and hor- 
rible ſufferings this delign hath carryed Men 
out unto: And undoubtedly their blird z221 and 
ſuperſtition will riſe in judgement , and condemn 
the horrible ſloth and negligence of the molt of 
them to whom the Lord hath granted the f(aving 
Light of the Goſpel. But what 1s the end of chelſe 
things? The Apoſile in briet gives us an account 3 
Rom. 9. 31, 32. They attain mt the Kighteouſneſs 
aimed at , thcy come not up untv a contormity to 
the Law 3 ſin is not mortified , no nor the power of 
it weakned ; but what it lofeth in (enſual, 1n car- 
nal pleaſures, it takes up with great advantage, in 
blindneſs, darkuclsSuperttiiion, (elt-righteoutnels, 
avd foul-pride, contempt ot the Goſpel, and the 
rightcoutneſs of it, and reigns no lets, than in the 
molt profligate uancrsin the World, 
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Laſtly, The ftrength, cfhcacy and power of this 
Law of Sin, may be farther cvidenced from its life 


wound that 1s given unto it, im the firlt converh- 
on of the Soul to God; and the continual oppo- 
lition that 1s made unto it by Grace. But this 1s. 


It may now be expected, that we ſhould here 
adde the cfpccial Uſes of all this diſcovery that 
hath bcen made of the Power, Deceit, Prevalency and 
Succeſs, of this great Adveaſary of our Souls. But as 
tor what concerns, that Humility, (elf-Abaſement, 
Watchfulneſs, Diligence, and Application unto the 
Lord Chrilt for relief, which will become thoſe 
who tind in themſelves by Expericnce the power 
of this Law of Sin, have been occaſionally men- 

_ tioned and inculcated through the whole preceding 
Diſcourſe, fo for what concerns the actual Mort:- 
fication of it , I ſhall only recommend unto thc 
Reader for his Dire&ion, another ſmall Treatiſe 
written long fince unto that purpoſe, which 1 ſup- 
poſe he may do well to conſider together with this, 
if he find theſe things to be his Concernment. 


To the Only Wiſe God our Saviour, be Glory 
and Majeſty, Dominion , ang Lame bath 


Now and Ever. Amen. 
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and in-being in the Soul, notwithlianding the | 


the ſubject and detign of another Endeavour. | 


